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Soldier Seillement Act

was speaking to the Minister of Finance
(Mr. Dunning) about a matter, the particulars
of wbich I have here on my desk. A certain
man purchased a piece of land from the soidier
settiement board and later on sold it to a
third party. The party of the third part took
advantage of the Farmers' Creditors Arrange-
ment Act. He appeared before a board of
revicw and had bis indebtcdness to the
settiement board reduccd by some 82,000.
This reduction app]ied aiso to the payments
due by the party of the second part to the
party of the third part. The wholc thing bas
rcachcd a point where I simply cannot under-
stand it. The only thing that can be donc .is
f0 refer it to a lawyer to have it untangied.
I would not want to see this act done away
with; but at the same time there is no doubt
that many people are taking advantage of it,
and fle. vcry people whoma the act was
intended f0 heip are bcing penaiized. I do
not know just how a question like this wilI
be scttlod, but I certainly wouid like to sec
this resolution apply to everyone and not t0
just a particular class.

Mr. McINTOSH: North of the North
Saskatchewan river in the northwestern part
of Saskatchewan there is a goodly number of
soldier sottiors. Many of these mon have been
in there for years and tlmey are vitaily
intcrested in any legfisiation which may be
cnacted in Ottawa. They foci that if
legfisiation is enacted f0 help in the meeting
of their payments, even then the probiemn will
only be haif met. They believo, and I think
rightly, that even if that is donc there is stili
a long range prob]emn to be scttlcd, the
prohiem of how many of these soidier settiers
wiii be able f0 remain on the ]and if anme
help is not cxtcnded-not forthcoming.

If would appear that ycar by ycar the
number of soldier settiers on the land in that
part of the province-I assume the same is
truc of other parts of the province and also
of other provincos-is gradually being reduccd.
These mon arc bein ' dispossessed. and thc
rosuit i.q that those who arc stili on the land
arc heginning to fool somew-hat discouragcd.
They arc ail of the opinion that the depart-
ment should do somcthing f0 allcviatc their
distress. This must bc donc if thesc men arc
to romain on the land and got any benefit
from thc moncys thcy have paid f0 date.

A fcw ycars ago the soldier settlers in that
part of thc province organized a soldier
settîcrs' union. I encouragcd that because I
foît that if these soldier settiers wcrc fully
organized they could ycariy draw up a bill of
complaint-a pctition of gricvances-and
present it to the authorities in the different
arcas. In turn those compiaints could be
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prescntcd to the department with the
possibility of action being taken to redress
their wrongs. But tbcy feel that with ail their
nttcmpts at organization, with ail their efforts
to bcnef'it their lot, they have not a very safe
hold on the future. Conscquent]y they are
Iooking to Ottawa for action.

After reading this resolution, I have corne
f0 the conclusion that the department wouid
be well advised not f0 discriminate in any
wPýay. Bonus paymcnts should be ailowcd to
evcry soldier settier, whether or flot he ia
paid up. These men would thus be given a
chance f0 romain on the land and be more
satisficd than they are at the present time.
I agree with those hon. members on this side
of the bouse wbo have said that on first
rcading of the resolution they believcd that
it was to be extendcd f0 ail soldier sottiers,
not just to those who arc in arrears. I believe
that is the undcrstanding among these soldier
settlers throughout the west. I ask the
minister if if would nlot be possible to modify
the resolution s0 that whcn the bill is brought
in, it will be as beneficial and non-discrim-
inatory as possible.

Mr. MacNICOL: How much did if cost
last year to idminister the soldier settiement
board, and what were the returns from the
work?

Mr. CRERAR: I ia afraid I have not
that information at the moment, but I shall
try fo have it when the bill is before us.
Ordinariiy that wouid be asked for when the
estimatos for the soldier settiement board
were before the committee for consideration.

Mr. McLEAN (Mclfort): It has been said
that this resolution is similar to the one
pasaed two ycars ago, and I should Iike to ask
the ministrr if ho xviii consider withdrawing
this and rnaking it fit the bill which hoe says
is going to ho introduced, or whotbcr hoe will
change the bill f0 fit the terms of the
resolufion we are now discussing,? If wo
pass a ro-solution. that is cxactly the same as
the one wc, passed two years ago, I think 'vo
have a right f0 look for the same type of
legislat ion.

Mr. CRERAR: The resolution is not quite
the same.

Mr. MeLEAN (Melfort): Thore arc fhrec
words different. The first is the addition of
"fur-ther." Thaf is "further" to the roduction
in flie intcrost from sovon por conturn f0 five
per centom. and then there is the dlesignation
of who shahl recoive the bonus payment. In
March, 1936, we were deaiing with contracts
and paymcenta that were at that time 'sub-
jeet" to the bonus being given, instead of "at


