
COMMONS

That this conference recognizes that the prin- resolution to wbicb Canada was a party,
ciple of preferential trade between the United but also in the separate memorandum of
Kingdom and His Majesty's Dominions beyond the Canadian ministers, was a policy set
the seas would stimulate and facilitate mutual forth absolute]y differeat from that wbicb
commercial intercourse, and would, by promot- the Minister of Agriculture bus propoliuled
ing the development of the resources and indus-
tries of the several parts, strengthen the Em- at Montreal. The memorandum went on to
pire. sny

AndTe Canadian ministers desired te have
And frtbe 011undorstood that thcy loek this course svilh the
ThatthePrie Mnicerset ie oloiesre-strong hope and expectation that the principleThat the Prime -Ministers of the colonies re- fpeeeta rd ol i oewdl cspectfully urge on His Majesty's government o

the expediency of granting in the United King- cepted hy the colonies, and that the mother
dom preferential treatment to the products and country would ah an early day apply the came
manufactures of the colonies, either by exemî- principle by exemping tho preduets of te
tion fronm or redunction Of cuties iow or here- colonies from customs duties. If, after usitg
after imiposedl. every effort to hring about snch a readjustusont

off the fiscal policy cf the empire, the Caniadiats
You could not have a stronger or more govcrnntent should find that the princiîlo of

express contradiction than that between the preforential trade is not acceptable to tte
vords of the Minister Of Agriculture at colonies gcterally, or tho mothor country, thon
Montreal and the words to which his col- Canada should ho fro b ake such action as
leagues unanimously gave their concurrence nsighî ho deemed necessary in tho presetcof
in the resolution whicl I have just quoted. conditin.

But, Sir, we have more than that. We I assume under these circumstances that
have a separate iiemtorandumct pIt forth at tie Minister of Agriculture bas already
that Colonial conference embodying not the in bis pocket a request from the Prune
views of all the colonies, but the views of Miîsister te give uP bis Portfolio. Tite
Canada alone as expressed through ber cu li ne question us to tbe policy wiel
responsible ministers present at that con- bas leci pirstel ly tie govertment in ut
ference. Here is the language of that msen- lenet cite tnstun(e, atd under less uggra-
orandum :vted ei slaîses. I wili not quote tue

While urging that the benefits of the prefer- I off t e Ios. tue Firt Milifuer.
once were such as to entitle Canada to the lit I sîtll quote met ele sentence front tIe
desired exemption froin the duties on food pro-
ducts in the United Kingdom, the Canadian
ministers stated that within certain limitations To romain a usenter ef the goverument, t t13
they were prepared to consider the ýrequest of at the satue timo advocate s policy which lias
Mr. Chanberlain for further concessions in ut y i beet adupted hy ,he governmon, 'as

return for the desired preference in the markets St ii edînsnt to the tropor working o: aur
of the United Kingdom. constî houai systont.

And a iemîsber of that very goverunment Wel, Mr. Sîetker, if it was au impedi-
who put this forward as embodying the ment te tue preper workiig of our constitu-
views of the Canadian governiment and the tiottl systeut limaINMr. Tarte sbould htve
Canadian people, sees fit, whether with or uveted a pelicy wbicb bad net yet beet
without the mandate of his colleagues I adôpted fx lte goverumeit, lîow usucît
do not know, to absolutely contradict and ittere k it uit il)ediment te our constitu-
dissent fronm the words which I have just flonaI systetu tisaI a issister of lie Crown
rend in his presence and in the presence of sîstlci pibliely <eclare iisoîf as absolute-
this flouse. Further on :' oppesed te a pelicy wbicb bas beei set

forlth int a niosî soiemîsi anîd ceîtstitutioisal
The Canadian ministers stated that if they document, and wbiclt lias silce beca affirm-

could he assured that the imperial goverunmenti
would accept the principle of preferential trade,
generally, and particularly grant to the food But Ibis le nst te oidb' itîsasce we have
products of Canada in the United Kingdon bad duriîg tie recese of new conetitutionai
exemption fron duties now levied, or hereaftor departures by îlîsters et tie (rown. MI
imposed, they, the Canadian ministers, would bon. friesd te Peetister Geîerul feund il
be prepared to go further into the subject ad necesar- te address sevndul Mi iitetiitgs
endeavour to give to the British manufacturer Us a by-electien whisti;mtd' lii n temher
some increased advantage over his foreiga fer N rtt York. lu deîng se be mate soute
competitors in the markets of Canada. ratber important aiaîîceusemîtS, nid was

Meanwhile the Canadian ministers determnined
to present to the conference a resolution affirm-
ing the principle of preferential trade, and the Iiliiicemeiits, by unother minister of the
desirability of its adoption by the colonies Crewîi, lie Minister of Public Works (Mr.
generally, and also expressing the opinion of Speaking at Newmarket es the
the prime ministers of the colonies that His 3rd November, 1905, as reporteti l he To-
Majesty's government should reciprocate by rento ' Globe,' tbe Postmaster General saW,
granting preferential terms to the products of regnrdiîg certain measures passed tutbe
the colonies in the markets of the mother c of fli recent sessiodi
countrr. But I do lhik there t5 0n0 featuro n regard

Over and over again, not only in the te which amondiment mat' weil ho loeked for,
Mr. R. L. BORDEN.


