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IBIACKGROUND

With the end of the Cold War and the collapse of the Soviet Union and other communist
governrnents i East and Central Europe, some Western governments, analysts, and
s<cholars have triumh l ydeclared a victory for liberal demcrtic and econornie

prinipls an a andte promote themaon the world. At the sanie tirne, the
oubekof violent cnitslinked with claims of ethnie, religious, and other cultural

difèrncs n om of these societies has drawn academic and journalistic attention to a
linik between political and econiomic liheralization and the risc of ethnie conflict. These

conern hae epaned n te aterathof the 1997 Miari financial erisis. The fail of the
Suharto government i particular lias been asscae with communal violence i parts of

Indoesi asdemcraizaionand economic liheralization progressed. Events in societies
such as Sri Lanka and Inonsa siiggests that, under certain cicmtnethe pr>ocess of

demcraizaionconribtet ethnic and ntoai conflict. Some writcrs have even
suggstedthat tedners are se Rreat that outside 2overnients multilaternlI


