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We stress the urgent need for effective,

coordinated d-action by the international community, in support

of the Government of Bangladesh, in order to find solutions to

this major, . problem which are technically, financially,

economically and environmentally sound. In that spirit, and

taking account of help already given, we take note of the

different studies concerning flood alleviation, initiated by

France, Japan, the US and the United Nations Development

Program, which have been reviewed by experts from all our

countries. We welcome the World Bank's agreement, following

those studies, to coordinate the efforts of the international

community so that a sound basis for achieving a real

improvement in alleviating the effects of flood can be

established. We also welcome the agreement of the World Bank

to chair, by the end of the year, a meeting to be held in the

United Kingdom by invitation of the Bangladesh Government, olf

the countries willing to take an active part in such a

program.

51) We give political support to'projects such as the

joint project to set up an observatory of the Saharan areas,

which answers the need to monitor the development of that

rapidly deteriorating, fragile, and region, in order to

protect it more effectively.


