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been demonstrated by the Committee on
Disarmament and its predecessor bodies.
They recognize the strong and legitimate
interest of the Committee on Disarmament in
their activities, and they have reported to the
Committee on Disarmament previously,
most recently on 31 July 1979. They wel-
come the opportunity to do so again, just as
they welcome the continued support and
encouragement that their negotiations derive
from the interest of the Committee on
Disarmament.

3. Since the last report to the Committee
on Disarmament, the three delegations have
completed two rounds of negotiations. The
negotiations reconvened on 16 July 1980.

4. The negotiating parties are seeking a
treaty that for decades has been given one of
the highest priorities in the field of arms
limitation, and the Soviet Union, the United
Kingdom and the United States continue to
attach great importance to it. The desire to
achieve an early agreement, which is so
widely shared by the international commu-
nity, has been repeatedly expressed at the
highest level of all three governments.

5. Global interest in the cessation of
nuclear weapon tests by all States has been
recorded by a succession of resolutions of the
United Nations General Assembly and by the
Final Document of the Special Session on
Disarmament of the United Nations General
Assembly. It has been stated in the preambles
to a number of international arms limitation
treaties now in force, and its significance will
again be underlined in the forthcoming se-
cond Review Conference of the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons.

6. The objectives which the negotiating
parties seek to achieve as a result of this
treaty are important to all mankind. Spe-
cifically, they seek to attain a treaty which
will make a major contribution to the shared
objectives of constraining the nuclear arms
race, curbing the spread of nuclear weapons,
and strengthening international peace and
security.

7. Given the importance of these objec-
tives, it is understandable that the interna-
tional community has repeatedly called for
the earliest possible conclusion of the treaty.
At the same time, it is important to note that
this treaty is, in many respects, a difficult one
to negotiate. Many of the issues are novel,
sensitive and intricate. The treaty directly
affects vital national security concerns and
the process of negotiation requires considera-

ble and painstaking work.

8. In spite of these challenges, however,
the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom and
the United States have made considerable
progress in negotiating the treaty.

9. The negotiating parties have agreed
that the treaty will require each party to
prohibit, prevent and not to carry out any
nuclear weapon test explosion at any place
under its jurisdiction or control in any envir-
onment; and to refrain from causing, encou-
raging or in any way participating in the
carrying out of any nuclear weapon test
explosion anywhere.

10. The negotiating parties have agreed
that the treaty will be accompanied by a
protocol on nuclear explosions for peaceful
purposes, which will be an integral part of the
treaty. The protocol will take into account the
provisions of Article V of the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. In
the protocol, the parties will establish a
moratorium on nuclear explosions for peace-
ful purposes and accordingly will refrain
from causing, encouraging, permitting or in
any way participating in, the carrying out of
such explosions until arrangements for con-
ducting them are worked out which would be
consistent with the treaty being negotiated,
the Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests in
the Atmosphere, in Outer Space and Under
Water and the Treaty on the Non-Proli-
feration of Nuclear Weapons. Without delay
after entry into force of the treaty, the parties
will keep under consideration the subject of
arrangements for conducting nuclear explo-
sions for peaceful purposes, including the
aspect of precluding military benefits. Such
arrangements, which could take the form of a
special agreement or agreements, would be
made effective by appropriate amendment to
the protocol.

11. To ensure that the treaty does not
detract from previous arms limitation agree-
ments, there will be a provision stating that
the treaty does not affect obligations compat-
ible with it that have been assumed by parties
under other international agreements. Such
other agreements include the Treaty Banning
Nuclear Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere, in
Outer Space and Under Water and the Treaty
on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weap-
ons. The three negotiating parties have
agreed that the treaty will provide procedures
for amendment, and that any amendments
will require the approval of a majority of all
parties, which majority shall include all par-
ties that are permanent members of the
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