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Summafy

The paper examines whether the Bhopal (India) incident of
2 December 1984 can help in the development of procedures for
verifying allegations of use of chemical weapons as well as the ways
in which disasters involving highly toxic chemicals may be dealt with
by international agencies. The author first compares and contrasts
Bhopal with incidents where CWs were allegedly used (in particular
South East Asia and Iran/Iraq). He then outlines some of the
international debate on the verification of CW use.

The author next discusses the basic similarities between a CW
incident and an accidental release of a toxic chemical. He concludes
that the procedures and requirements for investigation for both events
are similar. Moreover, any international organization dealing with
the control of CWs and with links to national organizations with a
similar mandate would be "in an ideal position to render assistance to
victims of a toxic chemical release” (p.163) even if only through a
databank on toxic chemicals and antidotes.



