
In the exercise of their functions, consular representatives may 
address the competent local authorities of their consular district or the 
competent central authorities of the receiving State to the extent that this 
is allowed by the laws, regulations and usages of that State or by the 
relevant international agreements. 

Consular representatives are not amenable to the judicial or 
administrative authority of the receiving State in respect of acts per-
formed in the exercise of consular functions. This does not apply, how-
ever, 

(i) in respect of civil action arising out of an agreement entered 
into by a consular employee or representative which he did not 
conclude expressly or by implication as a representative of the 
sending State; or 

(ii) in respect of civil action initiated by a third party for damage 
arising from an accident in the receiving State caused by a 
vehicle, vessel or aircraft. 

The sending State may waive the privileges and immunities pro-
vided in the Convention with regard to a member of the consular post. 
The waiver must in all cases be explicit and must be communicated to 
the receiving State in writing. 

4 Honorary consular representatives 

The privileges and immunities provided in the Convention do not extend 
to members of the family of an honorary consular representative or to a 
consular employee working in a consular post directed by an honorary 
consular representative. 

When criminal proceedings are instituted against an honorary con-
sular representative, he must appear before the competent authorities. 
The proceedings should be conducted, however, with the respect due 
him by reason of his official position and, except when he is under arrest 
or detention, in a manner which will hamper the exercise of his functions 
as little as possible. When it is necessary to detain an honorary consular 
représentative, the proceedings against him must be instituted with the 
minimum of delay. 

The receiving State is under a duty to accord an honorary consular 
representative such protection as may be required, in keeping with his 
official position. 

5 Consular bag 

The consular bag must be neither opened nor detained. Nevertheless, if 
the competent authorities of the receiving State have serious reason to 
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