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A STATEMENT BY THE PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR
EXTERNAL-AFFATRS, MR. FERNAND LEBLANC MP, TO THE DALHOUSIE CONFERENCE:
THE COMMONWEALTH AND.NON—GOVERNI\IENTAL‘ORQ\NIZATIONS, OCTOBER 1976.

| I am partlcularly happy- that this Commonweatlh occasion
should ‘be one of my flrst ma]or engagements since belng named
Parllamentary Secretary to the Secretary of State for External
Affalrs, Mr. Jamleson. | |
o ,' In a world where goverrments tend to encroach more and
mor’feupon. the veVe._ryday lives of irxlividuals,' the resilience and
- relevance of the’_C_cmnOnwe:alth'vs non—goverrmental organizations_ has
neverbeen more: important. Wewould be unwise to ‘think that the
» prohlaﬁs of ‘the world ctmld be solved by goverrments alOne and that
| ﬂme spirit of self—help should not be tapped to tackle our probleams.
What Iam saying is that non—governmen.tal-‘institutions can and must
playa more_activerole_. - I know that within,the many unofficial
voluntary organizatjons which are concerned with Comnonwealth objectives
there ex1sts an enormous reservorr of knowledge, experlence and enthu51asm
Obkusly these organlzatlons dlffer in strength and character but they do
' have one feature J.n cammon and that is that people belong and subscribe to
* them because they want to be mvolved and because they believe in the
Carmonwealth Although untll recently there has been little official
recogmtlon of the value of the NCOs w1thln the Ccmnonwealth they have
}long been a mainstay of the Carmonwealth The strength of the assoc1atlon S

non—governmental bodles lles m the:.r capa01ty to strengthen publlC awareness
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