—

“Fathers of Telidon” establish new company

The two engineers who were instrumental
in developing Telidon, the two-way infor-
mation technology, have started their
own company to get Canadians to use
Telidon and make it a commercial success.

Herb Bown and Douglas O'Brien, who
both left executive positions at Kanata's
Norpak Ltd. last November, said IDON
Corp., the new company they started re-
cently, will not compete with Norpak but
could be a valuable source of new busi-
ness for the company.

Herb Bown and Douglas O'Brien will
act as “‘information brokers” for busi-
nesses, educational institutions and indivi-
duals who are interested in a Telidon-
based information system but do not
know where to start or how to put it
together.

“One of our strengths is obviously
our knowledge of the technology, and we
want to share that knowledge with Cana-
dian companies and help them use the
technology,”’ said Mr. Bown.

Telidon is Canada’s version of videotex
technology, a two-way information sys-
tem carried into the home through tele-
phone lines and fed through a decoder
hooked up to a television set or a special
Telidon terminal. It links users with in-
formation and services such as news,
banking and shopping.

Herb Bown, known in the industry as
the “father of Telidon”, and Douglas
O’Brien were part of the communications
department research team that developed
Telidon in the early 1970s.

Once the basic technology was estab-
lished and the industry had started ham-
mering out a North American standard
for the technology, they both moved to
Norpak, which manufactures videotex
decoders, in mid-1981.

Mr. Bown and Mr. O’Brien believe the
best immediate applications of Telidon
are in small, closed systems for business
and educational uses. For example, a
doctor or dentist could use the tech-
nology to store patient records, complete
with full-colour graphics to clarify the
information. A real estate company could
use videotex for pictures and information
about house listings.

But there has never been an impartial
source where individuals or companies
could go to find out the best way to set
up a videotex system or what equipment
to buy.

IDON will take on consulting jobs
design systems and put users in touci;
with the manufacturers and information
providers best suited to their needs.

They will also help companies by put-
ting them in touch with potential buyers
for their products.

”OL.JI' motto is ‘strength through co-
operation,”’ said Mr. Bown. ““There has
to be more co-operation in this industry
and we hope to bring together th«;
strengths of several companies — but
always with the user in mind."”

For further in formation, please contact
IDON Corp., P.O. Box 3728, Station C
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. K1Y 4J8 +

Canada’s two-way information system.
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= to cope with emerging water issues 4l
© Mr. Caccia said he hoped tO arf! Wl t"ilrt
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