
benelits ini the way of increased mutual understanding and reduced suspicions.'
The destruictive power of modern weapons is so great that the world's most
urgent concern mnust be to prevent a war in Which such weapons would be
used. It is flot possible to banish them from the face of the earth; there
is no effective means of controlling any sucli sweeping abolition; but a
limited disarmament agreement could at least stop the further build-up of
stocks of these weapons, and could be a major element li the continued
efforts to reach international settiements, particularly among the major
powers, and reduce as much as humanly possible the danger of wax. For
this reason it is essential to pursue disarmamnent negotiations however
disappointing the resuits may seem. There is at the present time some
reason to believe that the major powers recognize more clearly than before
the vital importance of carrying on their disarmament negotiations and are
approaching these negotiations in a more serious and realistic spirit than
they have done in the past.

While the world's attention was focussed on these political and security
questions at the eleventh session, the quiet and constructive economic and
social work of the United Nations was continuing apace. This work has
already proved its worth in raising living standards in large areas of the
world, thereby ameliorating conditions which give rise to international
distrust and dissension. The technical assistance programmes are now soundly
based, and in the Expanded Programme of Teclinical Assistance as weIl
as in the regular programme (and the Specialized Agencies participate in
both the regular and the expanded programmes) notable progress is being
made in Drovidina for the services of experienced advisers and for the


