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TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

1? STATESM AN

Must be greatly at a loss for practical subjects of legisla-
00 whey he 8 y p

also gy, evil Igtoes out of hlq way to abo]ish.au r?no)m):l]lg: Wl)l}il(.Jl‘l 1s lt)}(::
di treng Pr:ovin cannot be sald that the :momafmhes otlit- 11 rnzn(jc tli.ss“l?hem,
™ been heard ce;tw' . e‘gl?o]; n(l)t * ;V (zlld'ol _C(z";p ‘i:;re (:(gminez they
wouldbefou.d 18 probable that, i '1e1r nistory . ?,) ed,
Meagypg N n. to be not wmerely acmde‘ntal but adjustments in some
Put, eac’h]g S‘0'013,1 or economical peculiarities. _\Vhen the questlol'l is
give o fovince seems to wish to remain as it is, .m.]rl Tory delegatlous
P ovinpo:;t’ﬁ' assent to equalization only on. .c-ondli;{o.n tl)ftt theu: .owrf
Crigig a.lreada¥ be l.eft out. To bring on a political crisis with a military
Wifopms, y 'n existence, merely for the sake of forcing on everybody a
Dot Y which nobody desires, was surely not the part of a statesman.
is “nately the measure cannot be called purposeless: the longer the

Seugs; .

at ¢ o0 lasts the more clearly it appears that there was an object, and
e j » N . = .

the age Object Was, under colour of regulating the Franchise, to perpetuate

the eil;dency of the party now in power. The proposal to enfrauchlisle
Ugt nee(;l: Speaks.] for itself : these poor pensioners of the comuonwealth
V°t9 With the meal bag, which is in the hands of the agents of
i:lernment’. and more than one constituency might p:'oba'bly '}‘)e‘
Tovey ed yS.then- vote. The aim of the Female Suflrage (Jlau'se \;12
the onsey l.r John Macdonald himsclf when he told a deputation tha
Th onszvatl‘.le Party in England was a unit in favour of the meas:ur'ﬂ’.
Youp of tr)‘;&tlve Party in England is not yet by any mem.'ls a u.mttlllz
Y part m.easur(.,, but the managers have recently taken it up in | 1
g Y gain, behOVing that the women would vote Tory under clerlcit
l, wnd Lorg Beaconstisld, from the same motive, used o support it
suppmfznii ‘i’:l)t‘c and his clandestine illﬂll()nc«:?, though he nelv.c\:. v::;tu:}(;(;

Mark a §ip; & Spee.ch. That, however, which h(-:u's. most dis m' y
mister policy iy tho provision for the appointment of revising

barristers to draw up the list of voters and decide upon the title to vote,
which has ealled forth widespread and most reasonable indignation. The
revising barristers are to he appointed all at once by Sir John Macdonald,
under the conventional alias of the Governor-General in Council; there ig to
be no appeal from their decision except with their own consent, nor any
means practically of getting rid of them so long as they continue to serve
the interests of the party by the head of which they are appointed. 1In
England the revising barristers are appointed by the Judges, and hold
their offices only for a year. The patronage will of course be exercised on
the strict party principle, and ill-omened names are already heard. We
have seen enough to be convinced that such nominees would shrink at
a pinch from no disregard of clectorpl rights, and that the more unseru-
pulous the service they rendered the surer would be their reward. If the
Canadian people submit to such treatment they will show themselves bad
guardians of their freedom; hut their minds have been so perverted
by party influence that there is no saying what they may do with their
birthright if party calls for the sacrifice. In the United States there would
be always a hope of reversal in the Senate, and at present there would be
the certainty of a Presidential veto on iniquity ; but our Senate is a
registration office and our President is a figure-head.

Manrroa has been debating the question of the ballot, and the Téry
majority of her Legislature has decided, apparently by a strict party vote,
in favour of open voting. There is a good deal to be said in favour of open
voting. Mill, though a strong Radical, advocated it, while all his hrother
Radicals were for the ballot. It must be deemed the manlier method, and
the one under which the people are likely to receive the hest political
education. It will generally prevent a man from abusing the franchise by
voting on palpably mean or personal grounds. On the other hand, the
main object of suffrage legislation is to get at the real opinions of the
people, and where intimidation or any influence other than free conviction is
at work the ballot becomes a necessary safequard. In England, after the
long controversy and the violent party struggle about the ballot, the result
of the measure, when carried at last, was comparatively unimportant. The
Tory landowner lost the power of coercing his tenants, the Tory millowner
lost the power of coercing his workinen ; but the Trade Union also lost the
power of coercing its members, the artisans generally lost the power of
coercing those of their own class, and the upshot was little gain or loss to
cither side. The tendency of the ballot probably is rather to loosen the
hold of party organization, and thus to facilitate sudden changes in the
balance of power. No doubt many Grits took advantage of it to vote for
the National Policy. Much will necessarily depend on the social and
economical circumstances of the community to which the system is applied.
In Manitoba the presence of a doninant railway company, and of Govern-
ment influences exceptionally strong, seems to render the shield of the
ballot specially needful ; and it is to be feared that the motive of the Tory
majority for the retention of open voting was not merely a desire that the
franchise should be exercised as a trust.

A compaNY of generous spirits bounding forward with the light of
cuthusiasm beaming in their faces in pursuit of an object invisible to all
except themselves, and conjuring everybody to join them, but not to ask
what it is that they are chasing—such is the aspect which the Imperial
Federationists present to those who do not share their vision. With all
possible respect for the gentlemen who have heen holding a Federation
meeting at Montreal, we cannot see any use in the further discussion of
this question. If a practicable scheme has been formed, let it be brought
without further delay before the Imperial Parliament, with which any
measure or authoritative overture to the colonies must originate. If no
practicable scheme has yet been formed the debate must stand adjourneq ;
we cannot argue ahout a reverie or a sentiment. Mr. Freeman, writing in
Macmillan, has imparted some novelty to the well-worn theme, first by
showing that the very term Tmperial Federation is devoid of sense, an
Empire being the exact opposite of a Federation ; and, 'sec(.)ndly, by point-
ing out that a Federation of the Empire would necessarily include the twa




