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viOus, we think, to those wsho xviii take the trouble to look
'1lto the matter, that the opposite is the fact. The bigh
school sets the standard for the public scîîool. The curricu-
luni of the public scbool. is specially fitted to prepare it>s
Pupils for the high scbool. The writtenl papers of candidates
for entrance into the higli schools are exarnined by lugb
schOOl masters. As the reputation of the public scliools is
deterrnjned alrnost excluqively b-y the proportionate niurber
oif their candidates who succeed in passing the entrance ex-
11fiflation, it xvill readily be seen that the courses of study,
thle lnethod8 of teaclîing, and the tinie andl attention igiven
resPectively~ to different"subjects in the public schools, are real-
IY determned1 and lorniinated liy the lîigh schools. And
a 1l 8ot precisely the saine relations oiitaiii betwveen the
Provincial UJniversity and the hiigh schools. The pyraniid
"' on it-s apex. Wliei it is reînemibered that only about five
Per cent. of the ciîildren wîîu attend the public sehools enter
t'Ie high scoland tlîat probably no larger a percentage
of those wvho attend the higyh schools enter the university, is

fl ot tOU apl)arent that tlîis mnucbli e-praised systemn is in
conistant danger of really sacrificiag the best initerests of

the fiiety five to tîus of the five? I ïstead of assuining
that the wvork of each grade of schools is to prepare its
Pupils for the îiext higlier grade, do îîot the real interests of
the countr.y deînaîid that the chief aimi of the educational

'blor'ities, shlOUl( le tu make the pub)lic schiool course 'the
"est Possible for pupiis whose education will lie comipleted

Wihit, and, in like mnanner, to inake the course at the high
8chGOî, th, 'people',s college," thte best and i ost complete

POsbefor the great înajority %vhose educational opportuni-
le iii flot go beyond the hiighi school. The practical ques-

lin s, could not the public school course be mnade far more
v'ltiable to the baîf mnillion of pupils wbose schooi education

"' ln1 idrar bx' pubîlic school opportunities, were its curricu-
hindanup and its teacbîng carried on, simply, or at least

Driinarily, With a view to giving tbese the higbest possible
dev'elopment during those precious scbool vears ? And,
»rUtati mut(?dÉedis, wvuuld not the saine tbing be true of the

wh0' sneOOIer' i relations to th great inajority of its pupils
Whonevu rachthe university ? cThese questions are at

PIlestî 'Oh thinking abiout, before we settie down coinplcn' in ti-*oni tthat ou i schuul systein is the b)est
Possible.

AqueStion Of a very similar kind, though possibly the
mjfiul Ilglbt prove harder to meet, arisesz in connection

hoth théig d grading of the pupils in the individual scbio IS,
b' ihand elenientary. We hear continually bitter coin-Pit, from, parents xvithl regard to the xvay in wbicb their

'lildrer are dealt xith in the latter. In some cases the
ehiu Who bas the misfoî'tuîie to enter at an irregular period,ojr witli an irregular preparation, as adju'lged by the scbenîe

we refer 110- to the graded schools-finds hiroself con-
,1lldt vaste bis tiîne for the gî'eater part of a year in a

OWr orm than that for whicb hon is really fitted, because of
8LIen cy 111 sortie one or two particular subjects. The re-
aftdigu8t witlî scbool life xhich may affect the whole

first of eer Parents who xvisb their cbildren to be taught
f&IIterail to read intelligentiy, beliex'ing that to be the basis

r"oge's, fin tietin located, for the reason bv
niore fort-il w'bicli they mlay flot have areading ls

tille t hin once or txvice a xveek, xvbile the î'est of the
rle vtrtUl wasted. Or the ciiild xvho bas learned to

Ioe tel es Ue lfte cae ised of being encouraged to
anexv ùi eret8 lattainnient, is compelled to commiience
ot'her 9 strere that he myay be inducte 1 into some phonic or

lutit may be that these evils are unavoidable
Wh e the 8ystern of grading xvbicli is absolutely necessary

"eProportion of teachers to pupils is su smnall. But
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it is an evil, nevetheless, and our public sclîoois cati ntever
be really efficient su long as each teacher finds bimself, or
bierseif, responsible for the care and trailing of forty, fifty,
or sixty pupils-one against a host.

But a worse cvii, arising, we ,suppose, ont of the saine
conditions,, renmains to be nioted. Wc hear bitter complaints
from the most intelligent parents, of the amount of Il bome-
xvork " required of their children, even those of tender years.
Owving, perbaps, to the fact tbat thec teacber's tiîne is su
largely taken up with the discipline of the large nurnbers for,
whose good conduct be is miade responsible, or to soie other
cause, it seeins tu bave become the custoin tîtat theo work of
preparation of lessons inust be dune înainlv ut bomne, the
school ii9urs being occupied xvith the Il reciting", of the les-sorîs
tbus prepared, ou with various exercises xvhich miay be well
enougbi ini tbemselves, but are mniscbievous by reason of the
consequences to wbicb tbey lead. We have licard parents
coniplain tbat after being liberaily taxed for the instruction
of thieir cbildren, tbey find tlîemselves coînpelled to give up
thieir evenings to teacli them at hoine. But this is not the
worst te.sult. Far worse is it that, in order to perforîn tîteir
assigned tasks and keep up with their grades, tbe life of
many children is made positively wearisoaie and theniselves
premnaturely old, by tbe burden oif perpetîiai study laid upon
tlîem. DeDrived of the hours wbich sbould be sacred to
play and recreation, and working constantly under a pres-
sur~e, made beavier by the dread of punishment for short-
comings, in the shape of hbeing kept in, or lhaving to xvrite
impositions, or receiving low marks andi standings, to say
notbing of corporal pains, they lose the natural joyousness of
childhood ; their faces take on an aspect of xvorry ; and the
chances are that, even if health tloes flot gix e way, as it tou
often does, they xviii become disbeartened, peevish, and irri-
table, and imibibe a permanent <lislike to school and study.
Many of our readers wili, we have nîo doubt, agree with us
thtat this is nto fancy sketch. MUany ignorant or unsympa-
tlîetic parents may take no notice of tlieir children's biard-
ships, or may foolishily persuade thîcniselves that ail this
unnatural pressure is for their good, but again and again
hiave xve hleard fromr the more intelligent that their children
have actually become to. tbemi objects of pity and sympathy
by realson of it. Yet tbey du iîot knuov biox tu find a remedy
for the wrong under wbichi they are suffering. If our belief
in this matter is well-funded it is time that parents should
speak out and insist on sorne modification of a regime which
verges, inii nany cases, on positive cruelty.

(A Ifla vs. BiaI'(I() et al.

THE PLAINTIFFS CASE.

T IIERE are twemty-thriee societies and individuals engag-
Led ini the work of bringing juvenile inmmigrants froîn

Great Britain to Canada, who receive two dollars a head for
every child not taken from a wvork lîouse or a reformatory.

Under these auspices, ini the year 1894, nu less tban
9,720 were brought out, of whiclî number Dr. Barnardo is
respoasible. for une-third.

Ini addition to the cbildren brouglit into Canada tlîrough
these Benevolent Associations, large numbers bave, in past
years, been iinported from the wvork-bouses and public insti-
tutions of Great Britain.

These immigrants are, f rom tiîne to time, distributed
tlîrougbout tbe honmes of the Canadian people, they play
xvitb their children, and, nu doubt, niany eventually marry
ini the country. Dr. Barnardo's Humnes are famous througb-
out the civilized world, and it is xveil known that the boys
brougbt out by him and simnilar agencies are drawn from the
slums of great cities, and rescued froni an eleinent of vice, dis-
ease and crime. Morebver, under the Juvenile Offenders Act, a
magistrate bas power to commit a boy, upon conviction, to
the refornîatory at the expense uf two dollars al week to the
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