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at the earlieàt posible moment by its annexation to the
ftepublic, il thrown into a state of perpetual wonderment
by 6Iding bow littie is really known of Canadian resources
Or institutions, and how small a place hi8 beloved country
OýCCupies in the thoughts of lier next-door neigbbours.
lerice we are glad to see from time ta time i American

newsPapers articles like the one before us, adapted ta
enlighten the newspaper-reading American in regard ta
C'anladian conditions and aspirations. While we are not
of th' num ber of those wlio regard any scheme of
lm'perial Pederation yet projected, or hinted at, as possible

O vndsirable, we are glad ta see the great question ofthe future of aur country discussed from every point af
viw While we do not propose here and now ta argue the
question on its merits, we may just observe in passing that
the Writer of the article avoids what has always seemed ta
lis the chef and crucial obstacle in the way af the move-
"Ont, bY treating of Imperial Federation and Imperial
reciprocity as two distinct schemes, instead af regarding
the Iltter as the indispensable, if impossible, condition af
the former. On one point which il, indeed, a matter af
tact, 'ee heartiîy agree with the writer of the article, viz.,
that the strongest impetus the Imperial Federation move-
Ment h bS yet received bas been given by the new tariffAct of the United States, and that Major William
. "IJ:Y ohioray therefore be regarded as one of
MoKintPoefl rmoes What Imperial recipracity
wVOld niean ta the United States may be surnmed up in ar4entence quated from the San Francisco New8-Letter. "lAt

oll tel'IwO ewud(i)ls oeta afores
toler . ]utthey are even now losing a good many af

TELondon Spectator af the 2th uIt. bas an article on
11ame Rulefo Scotland," wbich manifeste con-siderable alai at the strength whicb this mavement is

r4 eîpng- Reference is had in particular ta two docu-
wh8'eich have lately been issued by the Scottisb Home

PeOle iScatland One of these is an Appeal ta thePeopltfcoln for further support. The other is aleat aainst the unsatisfactory place assigned taStti8h 0oe Rule an the programme of the LiberalI
r 7 ]he appeal points out that, largely through the 1liBe eciofthe Association, Home Rule for Scotland liasI

eoe"a buning question," and argues that better
i't o is aIl that is needed ta place it aide by aideit tb rish ovement. The Protest takes exception tai~~ig rI roposal ta secure the boon for Ireland before~. 5ecia>. attention ta Scotland'e dlaim. Lt main-la,,ta aa g rant a Legislature and Executive ta Ire-

%nife8t 'Wthold the samne fromn Scatland would lie
Cotal 1 nd Y ut. It goes furtlier and dlaims that as

~ a as tiet robbed afIlher independent Parliament, t
48ti the prier daimi for its re-establishment. IlThe t.ng of Home Rule to Ireland first," it is urged, ilwlithou

~tlan 411Y promise or guarantee that the dlaim of oan oa Legisiature and Executive Government will fin'Iied'd, Wauld hie destrucetive of the national life of Lztland
dav,an act ai treachery towards the Scottish people,

Vo lful throwing away af tbe support of the Irish is
lirhli in some small dge has tempered the aver- tB

0Voa the English Members an Bille relating yiiti and.), The Protest proceeds tai show, with reasan- T
iehethe Spectator pronounices Ilunanswerable," that, ei

oild Itda the Irisli Members frorn Westminster C1,eteScotch more than vraa disadvantage abo inPaeed With the English, ta keep them there would ni~~end the atter, since, even if they were allowed ta fi
,a oa 1 1 O1Imerial questions, tliey miglit till liold the rn

. alritOwer, overtlirow the Government on an dE
ti ue8tO,~ and so retard legilation pertaining ta than ~d. 1he Potest then proceede ta cite the respects mii iti't8 laimed, Ilthe Incorporation Union of 1707, haiat ur forefathers pratested, and which was sel

%ttiîh the wislies ai the vast majority ai the ari
%'~t. oPle," blas been f ound, aiter ample trial, ta wark ni
tr o SC0tland t lias done this, they dlaim, by thq

Loe aws by means ai Englieli votes, against DE
0 f the Scotch majority ; by etarding Scotch inE

tth~ extracting from Scotland millions more than Ei~ti areO the Imperial burdene, and by depriving ofet eofte fame derived irom the deeds and genius ta
1~ le Tlie indictment is a very seious one and thE

up. In estimating the importance of this bo,, er thi c
Pro ' e ectator is forced ta admit that, thoughli yE

0bû4,tr8 are nat as yet numerous, they could, if mi%Ç . ý orglized, "lhold tlie balance in many constitu- fo'
ad therefore do a great deal af miechief." Ge

TH1E WEEK.

Undaubtedly the Scotch have mucli cause ta complain ai
the way in which their interests are neglected, in canse-
quence ai the perennial congestion ai Parliamentary busi-
ness and the alisurdly dieproportianate amount af time
ivan ta Irish affaire. The Scotch have waited long and
patiently for needed legielatian and reforme, but if once
they begin ta mave tliey will present a much steadier front
than the Irishi. Those who think local Home iRule for
the Scotch would lie a national calamity will do well net
ta content themeelves, as does the Spectator, with
deprecating and deploning the wliole agitation and scold-
ing Mn. Gladstone, but ta set about devieing same lese
radical means ai nemaving wall-grounded gnievances and
s0 farestallîng the larger mavement.

T HE speech ai the restless and energetic German
Emperor on Educatianal Reiorm, delivered at the

epecial Educational Canierence in Berlin a f--w weeks
since, lias naturally attnacted a good deal ai attention.
We have hitherto refrained from comment, chiefly because
we felt that discussion ai the speech, on the basis ai the
meagne facte given in the telegrame, was but shooting in
the dank. A lengthy article in the Christian Union, by
the Countees Von Crackow, throws same liglit upon the
matter, though we still flnd it difficult ta undenstand
whether the Ernperon lias any very dlean ideas in regard ta
education praper, and wliether lie is lient on reiorm mainly
for the sake ai the people's well-being or simply for the
sake ai improving the material ai the anmy whicli lie
usually keeps sa near hiseaye that it shuts out the grermter1
part ai the great wonld beyond iramn hie field ai vision.t
Lu other words we are nat yet able ta decide whather lie1
insiste on educational reform mainly for its awn sake, or
for iris awn sake. Howaver, that there ie ample room for
reform je but taa evident. Think ion instance of a national
system ofa higli echools or gymnasia, ini which the pupile,
boys ai say twelve ta fourteen yeans af age, are in echool
for six hours ai the day and devote live and a-half ta seven
ai tlie remaining eigliteen ta preparatian at home. Thatc
these liaurs are almost exelusively devoted ta brain wonk,û
or wliat je supposed taelie sucli, is evident iramn the funtherv
fact that while about twenty-five thousand houre are IL
devoted ta scliooling and home study during the course,t
only 657 are given ta gymnastic exercisee-forty hours ai f
mind-training ta one ai body-training. Le it any wonder t,
tliat the statistical repart of increase in eo-called echool-
diseases is appalling, and that the Emperor could eay from a
expenience, that although ha and hie fellow-pupils had a s'
very good room in CassaI, it liaving been furnislied at tlie 'a
wish ai hie mother with "la fine, one-eided liglit and good 1>
ventilation>" aigliteen pupils out ai twenty-one wore spec- f
tacles, and twa ai those aiglitean could nat see as fan as n

P(thie blackliaard. We are accustomed ta think ai the l
nethode ai instruction used in the German gymnasium as fa~
of the highest claes, but the Emperor's statistice are well ai
fitted ta dispel the illusion. Special stress je laid upon the aI,
Latin, and the Latin eesav dacides the pupil's standing, iWyet it ie certain that neot mare than anae esay out ai twelve p
igat up liy fair means." German history je inadequately si
tauglit, as je evident from the fact that se late as twenty mi
aears ago the study ended with the Frenchi Revolution. lie
Tlie laet ninety years were lef t unmentioned. Another fal]
grror, akin ta that which. is but now baing corrected in in
Oanada, je the naglect ai the national language and liter- tli
iture. The Emperor.is wise in determining that German, ori
at Latin, muet lie made the base ai the curriculum in an

uture. We have net apace ta deal with the methode af i
daifom proposed. Lndeed tliay are neither vary fully gla
letailed, nar do they eeem comprahensive or adequate, bu
,ougli hie views and wislies may be given affect ta by Lt
aen better fitted ta reiorm an educational 8stem. As we ta
Lve alneady hinted, the main abject ai the Emperor inuW
ems e tale ta provide men ai betten physique for the we,
rmy. [le seeme ta think, taa, that the school-training Leli
èay lie made better ta subserve impenial ends, and scolde JOI
hteacliere for net liaving prevented the growth ai Social- try

kmocratism. The outeide observer, accustomed ta freer altE
istitutians, will, we fancy, lie couvinced that in this the con
nperor je reckoniug without hie hast. An insida view ThE
Fthe gymnasia, sucli as lie gives us, goas far, we thiuk, by
salve the problam, which lias beau a puzzle tea ny- leac

iat a people se intelligent and se well educated eliould ta
w their nacks meekîy generation aiter genenation ta a and

stem ai Goverument with se mucli ai manarchical and muý
.litary deepotism in it. The auewer is, we believe, taelie ta t
Lrnd largely in the schools. If the Emperor sets the pet(

ai terman youtli ta studying modern hietory and ta discuss- stra

105
ing questions of governmenL, political ecanomy, socialogy,
and other present-day themes, it would be nisking little ta
pnedict that thirty years hence lie will scarcelv venture ta
make his sic vola, sic jubeo, the end of aIl contnoversy in
regard ta any great public question, as lie did tlie other
day in the matter under considenation.

THE PRINWII ED WAÀR-1)SLAND TUNNEL.

T[ HE Terms of Canfederation between Canada and
IPrince Edward Island promised that the Island

should be placed Ilin continuous communication with the
Intercolonial Railway and the nsdlway system af the
Dominion." Has this promise been kept ' Wlien it
was mnade, probably anly a steamboat service was meant,
and yet it may fairly becacntended that, inasmucli as the
language was ncit sa limited, other means ai communica-
tion were aven, then cantemplated. At any rate, it has
now been proved that a steamboat service cannot lie con-
tinuous and is not efficient, and that a metallic subway is.
The people of Prince Edward Island, therefore, argue tliat,
if the promise is ta be kept in spirit, tenders ehould be
invited for a suliway, with the intention of constructing it,
unless the cost sliould be found excessive. Thair argu-
ment seeme ta me ta be conclusive, and 1 proposa in thiscommunication ta state the case for them, as a volunteer
advacate and at the same time as one interested in the
general well-being.

Canada carried out its engagements, in latter and inspirit with Britishi Columbia, thougli the difficulties in the
way and the cast weneenormaus. Have we lost by so doing?
Na; we have gained. Besideshlow could we loselby keep-
ing aur word ?

Prince Edward Island asks us, and lias beau asking
for years, ta carry out aur engagement with lier, and
thougli it has been sliown that the cast will probably benext ta nothing, wa bave satisfied aurselves with make-
elirits, instead of tlie anly thing that would be satisfactory
performance. Wbat je thre reason of the different treat-
ment in the two cases?'

Lt cannot be liecause British Columbia makres a rule
of scnding members ta support the Government, while
Prince Edward Island sends a solid delegation ai six ta
support the Opposition, thaugli that may be a pant;al orparty axplanation. The real reasan je that in the one
case the popular imagination was touched, and in the
tlier case it was not and is not. To connect two oceane

w.as a big thing. To cannect an island with the mainland
seenis a emaîl thing. 1 have neyer sean a reference ta
the subject in any but one ai the great Toronto dailies,
and in that one the roferance lias always cansisted ai aflut cancerning visionanies or woree people, who propose
to waste millions on impossible enterprises.

I have spent two Winters ine Prince Edward Islandas well as ane summer, and know something af the
stagnation in business, and other evils cannected witli itsannually recurning long isolation from the mainland. Few
who live in Western and Central Canada know what alvely country it is, the beet in the world, perliape,
fr the production ai root crape, cattle and men. The
militia are tlie talleet and etouteet in the Dominion. The
people are almoet entirely farmers, living, now that the
[ad question lias been permanantly settled, an tlieir owu
Ume, a healtliy, sobar, intelligent and moral population
E 120,000, who feel themeelves as completely cut off for
most hall the year fram the body of which they are
ominally a part, as Britishi Calumbiane used ta lbe for the
rhale year, and who uatwithstanding have been singularly
rtient, as well as moderate, in stating tlieir case and pres-
ing their demande. Surely this very moderation should
ake us aIl the mare eager to do them justice. Lt cannot
egood policy ta makre sucli a population discantented or ta
Iow the eligliteet shadow ta reet on aur national reputation
Dr good faith. Lt je not right even ta delay, unneceesarily,
ýsucli a case. The Prince Edward Island farmer hears
at potatoes are salling in New York for the price airanges, andi that there is a market in Britain for turkeye
nd egg,but in neither case is lie any the botter. Sixiles and a-half irom hie coast is a Government Railway
Îat doas not pay working expenses, and that would lield ta take hie stufl down ta the open port ai St. John,
ut that lally-covered angry strait blocks him effectually.
took Mr. Laurier and hie party saven houre the other day)crase it, thaugli there were five boats' crewe tagether.
lien half-way acrase, Mr. Laurier muet have beena good mood ta caneider the propriety ai a metallic sub-
ay, and lie muet have felt the dlaims of Prince Edward
and as lie neyer felt tliem bafore. What a pity that Sirbun cauld nat lie induced ta viait Ilthe Gardenfth leIf " during the Chiristmas or Easter liolidays, and
ybath the Stanley and the open boat that is the auly
ternative when the Stanley je disabled 1fHe would benverted as eflectualîy as I feel sure Mr. Laurier is.ie eum required ivauld be in the next estimates, movedthe leader oi the Government and eeconded by the
ider ai the Opposition.
AIli hnaur ta Sanator llowlan for what lielias done
press this important matter on the flouse for yeare,I aillionour ta THE WEEK for its advocacy. Our dutyit lie done, and I would caîl the attention ai THE WEEK
the fact that samething mare je neoded than "Ila Cam-
tent Commission ta enquire inta the feauibilitv and cast
thie subway echeme." The feasibility lias been demon.

ated over and aven again, under conditions, too, Iasw


