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in which a member of another tribe, in consideration of hie
prowess, was made the chief ruler. Their most complicated
tribal usages related to marriage. The Rev. Mr. Ridley
and other careful observers hold tbat no man could marry
a woman of the saine totum as biniseif, while in some
districts a man could not marry a woman of the saine
name as hie sister, tbough belonging to another totum ;
hence great carewas taken to give each female child a
different namne. The lubras (women) were sold by their
nearest relations, but the consent of the king bad also to
be obtained, lest hie sbould covet the woman. In soune
instances the mani was compelled to give bis sister in
excliange for lis wife, and sliould the latter prove uneatis-
factory, lie possessed the privilege of rcturning bier and
demanding the restoration of bis sister. Marriage by cap-
ture also existcd, and even in cases wliere tbe bargain had
been struck a semblance of capture was always practised,
in wliicb tbe lubra made a sbow of resistance, but finally
consented to be led away to the gunyah, wbere sbc lighted
a fire and by se doing sealed tbe contract. Women are
regarded as man's inferior and treated as beasts of burden.
It is by no0 means uncommon to meet a lubra, witb an
infant on lier back, carrying in addition alltlie moveable
property of tbe family, wbile the lord of tbe liousehold
marchies aiong swinging a war club and looking down with
supreme contempt upon lis be8i baîf. Thie lubras are ini
no0 sense destitute of the maternai instinct, but in tumes of
excessive hardship, wlien the struggle for existence be-
cornes excesaively keen, female infanticide is generally
practised. Female infants are undoubtedly cbosen as the
victime because tbey are regarded as of less value to the
tribe tban males. Maccalister gives the following in
reference to the capturing of wives:; "lThe young man who
desires to, procure a wife (usually there are several young
men banded together for wife-capturing) reconnoitres the
position of a neigbbouring tribe, and ascertains tbe position
in the camp of the beauty wliom he je desirous of securing.
Armed witb bis nulla-nulla and spear, lie steals on some
dark nigbt, perfectly nude to, tbe side of tbe object of bis
searcli, and tben places the point of bis spear against bier
tbroat. Being tlius disturbed in bier dreanis and fully
understanding wbat je ineant, she in most instances, riscs
quietly and follows bier captor; sbould sbe make au>'
resistance a blow from tbe nulla-nulla silences bier on the
spot. " Amid this prosaic tale of barter and sale as well as
captures it ii satisfactor>' to find a tinge of sentiment.
Even the Aborigines, on rare occasions indulged in love
marriages and elopements. The game was a dangerous one,
mucli more so than a trip to Gretua Green.

Wlien the elopement becomes known tliere is no
"mounting in bot baste the stud -" on the contrary tlie ne

lations who bave been rohbed, together v ith the allotted
liusband, whio bas also beeln spoiled of his treasure (nearly
ail girls are* allotted at an eari>' age), set out in pursuit of
the fugitives, uind invariabi>' succeed in coming up witb
tbem. Then tbe young man basto figbt, not oui> for bis wife,
but also for bis life. The mode is thlat tbe abductor eli )uid
stand in a certain position and at a given distance, and
neceive froin eacb of bis pursuers a shot from oither a spear
or a boomerang, (lefefdiflg himsecf with a shield. If lie
escapes deatb bie is permnitted one sbot at one of hie assai)-
ants wliom ho is pcnmitted to select. t is linnecesear>'
te state tbat lie invaniabi>' chooses the man to whom tlie
bride was affianced. The young couple are tbcn freo to
set up house-keeping under the neareet guni troc; but froni
this date ahl intercourse with the parents of his lubra muet
cesse;, they must, not go near lim-nor must lhe look
upon tbem-in particular lie muet abstain from seeing lie
motlier-in- law, thoughlie muet furnisb food for bier support
wben nequire(l. Should be fail in the iast particular she
is Privi]eged to come at niglit and mat~e herself beard, if
not seen.

Polygamy is universaliy practised wliere there are
sufficient lubras. t is significant that in ecd tribe certain
c0remtonies, which iuflicted severe suffering, were practised
upon the young men befone tic>' were admitted to the
council meetings ; tbat is, tliey were made men by an
initiatory service as civilized cOmmunities inake Masons

EVIL SPIRITS.
Tic aborigines are beyond doubt the greatest cowards

in tbe worid after thie sun sets. Tliey huddle around tbeir
camp tires, and are in constant dread of being seized and
carnxed off b>' an cvii epirit, wbicb tbey suppose to wander
about thc busb at niglit in great numbers. A strange
idea obtains that sbouid tbey lose some relic of themselves,
and it ehouid faîl into tbe bands of an encmy, tlion tbeir
fate is scaled. Not ouI>' will the possessor of tic relic le
able to wonk theni ever>' species of bodil>' ba8rm, but bie
May at pleatiure terminate their existence. t is a uni ver-
saI belief tliat death is always occasioned b>' witcbcraft.
Illuetrating their belief In magic, 1 cull tbe following froni
thc South Australian A dvertiser .- Chunkey, a wel] -todo
black fellow, and lis mate made an incursion upon tbe
Bimibowrje tribe Of aborigines, and oarried off tbree women
for wivcs,.. One of the flimbowrîe men, in tryiflg
to rescue tic woinen, was put under a svel1 b> Cbunkey,
by mneans of a human boue pointed at One end of a hall
Of fat snd oclire rolled together. The blacks believe that
wien tbis is pointed at an>' member of a truce no power
on earth can save thc victini from deatb;- and their fears
80 pla>' upon tbeir imagination tiat their spirite sink, tbey
lose their appetites, waste away and die. . . . For
nearly two yeare Cliunkey was pursued, . . ad
when a favourable oppontuntit>' occurred he was murdercd.
Amnong the tribes furtier north tbey wiIi pursue for five
hundred miles any member of a tribe wbo bas pointed the
ochrcd g.'easy bone at anotber black fellow."

NAMPH AND WORDS.

It is witb tic greateet reluctance tbat a black fellow
will mention bis own name. Tic>' lave a peculiar borror
o f mentioniug the name of a dead person, an~d even tbe
namne of a penson absent froin the tribe je carefully avoided.
Accuratel>' speaking, tic blacks neyer arrive at the think-
ing stage; tic>' are animale witli no0 iglier stimulus tian
tliat of hunger, revenge, and fear. Hence, 1 amu not sur-
prised to find that tiey were incapable of inventing names
for the most common objecte. Lt therefore followed tiat
wlien tbe name of a deceased member of tbe tnibe was also
thc name of an animal, to avoid mentioning tic same thc
name of the animal bad to lie changed. As the>' could not
invent, tliey added one or two other nanses to the original
one, thus giving ise to dialecte only undcrstood b>' tbe
particular tribe in whiclitlie change took place. The
natives along the Murray' River believe that the sun is
simpi>' a great fire, and that at one time it burned boti
day and nig4t until a certain song was snng, but tiat since
the utterauce of the following myetic words, it lias gone
out at uigbt oul>' to le rekiudled in the morning. Tic
Rev. Mr. Bulmer furuishes tbe translation -
V HUKO,

Sun.
YARRA,

Wood.
Y UNTHO,

Bowels.
TIJLE,

Go down/

WARRv,
l'ou.

YARROMA,
WVood of yours.

Y UNISIOMA,
Bowels 0/ yours.

Tu LE,
G-o down /

YHUKO WARRY,
Suit You.

WAREDIIYER,
l3urn.

WARREDILX-E,
Burn.

Ever>' ncw moon je said to le yonng sud weak, and is
therefore siaded sud siielded b>' tic cloude from ite focs
until it gains strengti sufficient to defeud itsecf.

GENERAL REMARKS.

Tic natives are unanimous in tic opinion that there
was a time wben tic>' did uot possese tire, sud aithougi
tIc>' are at preseut able to produce one b>' rubbing a
pointed stick in a groove, tic labour is ver>' cxinueting,
sud wben travelling from oue point to another tley
invariablyr depute one of tic luIras to carry a Inrninu
irand. Iu judging of this remankable race it muet con
stantly le borne in mmnd tint tic>' are tic ver>' lowest
savages in thc scale ever discovred ; thnt tic>' are
incapable of abstract ideas sud tbat, after years of careful
traininsg, the>' can ternu no conception of suci thing.4 as
are împiicd in gooduese, faiti, imusontalit>', etc. The>'
nover built a bouse or even n but of a permanent cinrac-
tern; tic>' did uot possess sufficient intelligence to adapt
their clothing to tic change of climate ; tic>' wera
straugers to tic art of cookiug ; tic>' uevcr provided for a
ment in advance. Tic>' belong to the genus man, sud yet
tic>' are but sligitî>' supenior to thc higier branches of
tic Antiropoid famul>'. Testimon>' is nnitad tint tic>'
ai-e incapable of heing civilized or of eximting under tic
cbanged conditions imposed b>' civilization. Tise int bas
gone forth, sud their extinction le oui>' tic matter of a
few bnief years. THAD. W. H. LEAVITT.

COR RESPUNDENCE.

u'ANADIAN LITERA'IURE ANI) 'rUE ALLEIJED PREPONDEILANCE

OF VERSE.

Te /lte Editor of THE \VEUK
~itobserva in your last issue tint s coutributor,

wie evidcntly fears tint Canada iutellectually is becogsiug
s l'est Of inging-birds, calls upon our native witers to
gîva more attention to prose composition, lu tic literar>'
ont-put of ticelDominion le sceme to think tiare us a
preponderauce of poetry ; and lic forme this opinion, lie
tells us, aftcr pcrnsing the bibliograpiical notes appendad
tu Mr. Lightiall'e receuit collection of native verse, sud in
view, no doulit, of tic appearance of tic volume itecif,
witis its singularly good examfples Of Canadian adiieveunent
in this departmcnt of literar>' affort. Pra>', mn>' I ask
epace in YOur columne for a few commente on tic interest-
ing topic wbicli your coutributor bas raised 1 I ask tuis in
no spirit of contention, but witb tic desire to get at facts.
I nia>' ay, liowevcr, that I ami not a little impressed b>'
tic ides tiat >'our contributor boa beau carricd away b>'
hie speculative intereet in figures, wlich it seeme te ume
lise somcewiat mieled hiru, sud tint lic bas overlooked tie
mass of prose witers, wiosc work je not s0oltrusive as
tlîat of our pocte, sud, moreover, bas not hsad tic honour
to li c0collctcd into a prose antbology, or b>' whatever
naineitfrua>' li proper to cals representative volume of

Caainprose. Here iswhat your coutilutor Rays:-
But a thought strikes us as we read tise " Notes Bibliographical aud

Bio grphic1a Ppended (to Mr. Lighthall'm collection of the " Songm
of theGreat Dominion "l). l-ow is it that Canada soemus to have pro-
duced and to lie producing such a preponderauice of poetry aver prose
in the list of sixty-se ven poets represented, seventeen nl, or twenty-
fi ve per cent., are descibed as havuig wrtten prose also , sud we are
told that theeflamber of those who have "eat varinsUimes producecd
really good poetry might be roughly placed at three hundred," se that
if we suppose the average cf these latter te be the same as that of the
former, we shall have onily seventy-fiVe producers of comnbined prose
and poetry.

Now tic fallac>' (no doubt unintentional) underlying
these remanke is this, that it limite thc native witcrs of
prose to tiose who have written verse ; aud tic error is
fan froinsbcing corrected b>' tic citation of oui>' five naises
-not, it will le conceded, tic most eminent that mugit
have heen slected-afterwards rcferred to in tic article
as repreenting tic Canadian writers of prose. Your con-
tributor, it is true, ia>' rcply tint in tic calculation muade
in tic above cxtract he is merci>' etimating, among tic

number of witers of verse, tic proportion of those wio
have donc something in the other brandi of literar>' com-
position. This rejoinder would be valid did your cou-
tributor flot go on to urge the necessit>' for more prose
writers, essayiste, novelists, and contributors to our maga-
zines and newspapcrs Il of articles on domestic, moral,
social, religions and educational matters," witiout regard,
seemingly, to what las beeu sud wbat curreîîtly is being
written, and, above aIl, witbout indicating bow these
additional writers are to find in Canada citier thc field or
an adequate remuncration for their work. Witiout
knowing precisel>' tbe writcr's object in estimating, after
bis own fashion, tie relative num ber of Csuadian authors
who use prose and verse, it is obvionsly diticult to dent
witb bis contribution. flow far, I amn inchined to ask,
doe hie knowledge extcnd of nativ e autiors wlio use
eitier ? Je bis acquaintance witb Canadian iterature
wide enougli to make Ishui familiar with ahl our conteni-
porar>' writere of prose ? And among these doe be
reckon, not only the writers whose contributions appear
in such native periodicals as are open te theui, but those
wlio currently write for Englisb and American reviews
and magazines, and who do literar>' work whîci is publisbed
outeide of thc Dominion? Does bie count in the liet the
more notable men who write for our uewspaper presse; the
editors of sud contributors to our lega], imedical, educa-
tional aud religious journals, and the autiore of text-books,
treatises aud works of practice in the various professions?1
Thc liet of tiose even who have written and are writing
books in Canada is 110w an extensive one ; wiile the con-
tributore to our periodical prese, including those eugaged
in one0 or other of tic professions, who, were it miade
worti thein while, are capable of writing excellenît prose,
nia> ha said to be legion. le it this extensive list of
native prose writene your contributor desires to augment,
or doe lie wish siniply tbat, of our writers of verse, there
wene more wlio turncd their attention to prose? If thc
former, it would lie a kinduese iret to show liow thesa
additional writens are to be employed aud remunerated,
before diseugagiug theni from their present presumall>
profitable occupations. If the latter, the samie obligation
existe and applies, coupled with tie expediency of showing
cause for diverting froîn the higbor work of verse to the
lower work of prose some of tie lest creative and imagina-
tive minde in the country. Poetic speech muet be golden;
net uccessanil>' 80 should be that of prose -siould we be
doing well, therefone, b>' debasing tihe coinage, aven if we
preservad tie equilibniuni in the denmand between the
higber and the lower metals t The singing is of more
value tian the talking voice ; would oui- people lie gainers,
à it hu> o nsked, b>' making pannots of tie larks? Th''e
question, presunsabi>', is not between a good prose writer
sud an indiffierent poot. Were tint tihe issue the case
would be difibrent. But, as 1 read your contributor, lie
bas no quarrel with the qualit>' of the work ef our poets,
unlese lie believes the foish dictuni wiich lle cites, that
"poetry is mumd casier to write than prose."

Vour contibutor cocutdeds bis brief paper b>' re-iterat-
ing the counsel tint "Ivo have iieed of prose." If b>' thaC
hoe means a sounder, n more strenuous and inspiring---iii
short, a bigler chanacter and qualit>' of prose, i readil>'
agreo witi lins. If i11 the witing of thse tillie, tiare
specns to hM to have coule a mill in its force snd elîbse>',
snd tbst tiere is nced of a quickeiiing spirit to breathe anew
botb upois tie nation's conscience sud upon its intellect, 1
stili more readu>' ngree with bu. If wiat lie seeks is an
increase in qualit>' rather thin an incerense in quantit>',
and if bis desire is that Dur witers shall net only acquire
sud disseminate a contagions passion for a lof tier patriotieru
and a higlier toue in Our publieiîfe, but shall glow is
power for the utteralice of thc greateet good that is i
theni, tben again, sud leartil>', I aui witla him. 'l'ese
are desires aud aspirations, however, for poet and prose
witar alike; sud througi boti poot snd prose writer, if
acceptcd sud acted upon, tic nation wiîî gain b>' the
exorcise of tise higier motives and impulse, lu lsaouruîslg
for these worthy aud patniotic ondsecdicaus do Ilis par-t,
aud baving donc it, ocd witl siare ini the iucreased boecit
to thc country sud thc enlianced honour to tic couutry's
literature. Yours ver>' trul>',

T'oronto, July 1. G. MuRcEs AiDAm.

"MORE PROSE WANCED.")

Zu the Editor 0/ rTrE WEEK:

suu,-Trhe reianks of your contributor, Erol (4ervasc,
in youi, lmet issue, under the beading, Il More Prose
Wanted," are worthy ever>' consideration, since LIe>' mdi.
cate au outliue for a litarar>' future in Canada, both timel>'
ini its appearance sud correct iu its aum.

1 am not sure, howcvcr, tiat Canada could not usake
a splendid siowing of aciievements alrcady wrougbt, as
well in ticeuatter of eea>', piiloeopiy, sud listoî-y, as ini
poetry. Taking it for granted tiat sIc lias usot doue so, 1
think it necessar>' to challenge tic axtraordînary reason
given, as quoted b>' Erol Gervase, that "4it is so muci
casier to write poetry." Heia eys that one of our poctS
recenti>' said so, sud in common witi usyseif J amn sure a
good man>' of our pocte are ready to exclaim Il"Namne 1 "
Doe your contnubutor gravel>' believe that Ileavysege
fouud I"Saul>' as>' to write? Or tint William Kirli>
gave us hie IlIdyIlle" easily Z On that Roberts wrote bis
splendid poin Il"Orion " because it wae so much easier to
paint bis thouglit ins poetry tian prose?1 To the poet,
poetic expression comes naturaîl>', but it is no product of
that indolent case which tie remark quoted would imply.

Taken ase a rcmark tic statement resl>' mene notiing,


