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I CHIDE NOT AT TEE SEASONS.

1 CH [DE not at the seasons; for if Spring
With backward look refuses ta be fair,
My love even more than April makes me sing,
And bears May blossoin in the bieak Marci air.
Sliould summer fait its tryst, or June delay
To wreath my porch with roses red and pale,
Her breath is sweeter than tho new-mown liay,
Rer toudli more clinging than the woodbine's trait.
Lot Autumn like a spendthrift waste the year,
And reap no harvest savo the fallen beaves,
My love still ripeneth, thaugh sile graws not sera,
And sîniles enthronèd an my piled-up sheaves.
And, hast, when miser Winter docks the days,
Sha warins my hearth and keeps my hopes ablaze.

-Alfred Austin.

WHAT lS NEEDED IN FICTION.
VERY great skill and art may ho expended in drawing people exactly

ie Ou r tormented and bewitdered selves, with experience like our own
Ut this art will give us neither jay nor any rest. A persan who is yet

YOIIIIg enaugli ta feel the distresses of the heart, and who is actually foot-
1I1g them, will liardty be able ta read a navet in which these regrets and
disaýsters are tao minutely studied, in whichi lie secs lis own tartured face
%a ifi a glass. lie wiîî want something very different, as Carlyle feit the
rieed of Marryat's navets in the literary misfartune of lis life. The coursé-

of things at present makres for disarder and unhappiness. Nabady but the

ltorniY petrels of aur race can onjay this. XVe are driven, perforce, ta the
!bros of aid or new romance, and are compelied ta care less for the feel-
111g8 and emotions and thouglits of fictitiaus cliaracters, than merely for a
Requonce of oxciting events. We are concerned, in fiction, with wliat

hePPeus, if it lie forcibly described, ratIer than with wliat is suffered or
thbught by the fictitiaus persoa of the tale. Happily, the warld is wel
B"IPPlied with books in which pienty of unusuat events are made ta happen
'*t Sufficient frequency and tack of verisimititude. Fram the Odyssey ta

th Arabian Nights, fromt thaso ta Don Quixote, ta Sir Walter Scott, ta
btIUIls ta Mr. Stevenson, ta the My.stery of thre Ilansom Cab, if you
P'Lea'0 or ta Mr. Barnes of Kew York, there bie recards enougli of
deeda that nover were done.-New Princeton Iteview.

VERSE-WRITING.

aN ur own immediate times verse-writing bas become somethinig
lýor of the nature of a disease than of an lionour. A apocios of rlymo-
PhIobie, pervades the cultivated wortd. Like the bite of the bitten victim,

,PfhOlbeforma of construction extend. There is contagion in them.
'eftanfor effr ct lias beome virulent. We feel, perforce, a sympathy

*'th the haif-piayful but whoUy earnest revoit of Dr. Holmes against the

forEnu character of aur debititated verse. That overbalanced struggle

îP61fection of mannor which stifies the spirit ; the renaissance of obso-
armas whicî vitiates theo modernness of sympatly s0 nocesaary ta

lB"tIful work ; tlie endless tricking and decking of little thauglits ; the
%Ppareut unconsciausness of whether one's thought ho large or little, or

thehrit lie worth thinking at ail, or if worth thinking, wîether wortl

kin l poetry-tlese qualities dharacterize s0 much of the verse of
'I day that one may lie pardoned for becoming more aware of tlem than

Sof one other an-d better traits whidli undoubtedly accompany ttuem. It
r1ly be Sai<.I that thora is a certain loas of the senso of proportion in aur

t'e fPwr By this I moan that bigler proportion whicl. is ta prapor-

wu of forni as the saut is ta the human body. Wc do not buitd loftily.
l o t live ta hast. We do not always know why wo liuihd at ail.

arealuIt is a lack of architecture. But we have phenty of vorso.carpen-
tei';done as neatly as the service of Adam Beda, who thouglit the

W*r4"as ta o a aved by conacientirus day's labour. But tho paper cap
Warkman tooks aver the wholo job."-Tl&e Century.

NEW SWEDI5H ItAPID-FIRING GUN.

the Copenliagen Exhibition is shawn the first specimon of a new
tn edia rapid-iring gun, deaigned by Mr. Harald Tîronsen, and manufac-

edMthe large and celebrated establishment of Finspongs Styckebruk,

pi»Il. This new gun attracta a considerable amount of attention. The
le .fi gun ls capable of firing eiglteon shots per minute witl one man,

th-rt Witl two mon it bas a capacity of one shot every other second, or

fort aprmnt.Teg exhibited atCopenlhagoxi bas a calibre
thS 1 Y-even millimetres ; ita ontire length is about 6fifty-two calibres, and
fo ""ac from the base of the projectile ta the mouth of the barrot is
'V' ycalibres. Thore are five diflerent projectiles ahown at Copenhagon,

aba fýIi ht steel shoîl, chilled point cast iran sbolI, comman shell, and

kis Vj Wbot sxyfu salit projectiles ; the weigbt is the same for them,
2,11 - abut -3pound, (or 1-5 kilogramme). The muzzlo velocity is

ik i et (657 latu)vrscn hacharge of 750 grammes of Swed-
20radarLîîÂrIÂtowa.r ; hilxlil prezsure ini the barrel las been

&P,0,0AtrnosphertsB. Tlho truach-îIrîism is l>otii si,-uple and strong. Tbe Fin-

to gui resas in a pivot carniage, sa that it can be worked in aIl direc-
t L' t bas ashauiler piece about tue( size Of the butt end of an ordinary

" ga'nst Which the mlati wl'o works it places bis riglit ahouldar, and

tleright ian< ie hiioldii the trigger, an, if bo wonks the gun by himaelf,

%4atII lever thlat mayas the eccentric, while the ef t band reste on
hoer, Which, when pulled towards tIce nian, acta as a brakre, and

fixes the gun in any position and in ail directions, so that several shots
can be fired against a certain point without it being necessary to repeat
the aiming for each shot. The gun shown at Copenhagen lias a screen Of
plate iron, but otherwise the gun is able to produce ait-round tire. The
material is wrought Martin steel, manufactured on the establishment.
Finspong lias both iron mines, f urnaces and steel works of its own, besides
vast forests and ample water power. Btesides the orders for guns, which
Finspong steadily receives from the Swedish Governrnent, they have orders
in liand at present for about seventy guns for the Danish Governmnt.-
Engineering.

LESLIE STEPHIEN ON NOVELS.

A LARGE audience assembled at Toynbee Hall on Saturday evening ta
hear Mr. Leslie Stephen's paper on ' Walter Scott '-a paper made ail the
more interesting by the frequent autobiographical notes scattered through
it. Before proceeding ta speak of Scott in particular, Mr. Stephen made
some remarks on novels in general. Ail men of sense, lie said, love nove-
lisa. Even Darwin sootbcd lus nerves after his scientitic labour with the
most industrious reading of ail sorts of novels. Nothing gives repose more
effectually than straying into the world of fiction ; but what je it that
amuses us in fiction I Some people like reading and others psalm-singing,
soins a card-table and otliers the theatre. Others, again, prefer a quiet
book by the fireside ; and among the novel-readers some enjoy imaginary
btoodshed, some have a taste for wild adventures whicli aim at the display
of human nature and social faibles, some like quiet pictures of common-
place life, very few choase the romance uncontaminated by realism. ' My
own taste,' Mr. Stephen continued, ' when 1 retire into the world of navets,
is to find myseif in a pleasant atmospliere, and to feel that I am canveraing
in the higleat sense of the word with cour teous- mi nded people, wbo do flot
drop their good manners even in their day dreams, with people wlio are
not too anxious to preacli to me, and wlio know a scoundrel when they see
one. 1 like niy autlior to see life truly, and therefore kindly-to seeoi
truly, for I cannot be really interested in a fiction purposing to deal with
xtýaIities, unleas it sliows me a clear insight inta mon and wamen, unless 1
can feet that thie observer of manners is grasping realities firnuly, and that
hie knows wliat are the passions and ideas, the fears and hopes, by which
human beings are really stirred. Good fiction is not simply lying, but
roalisin seen througli tlie medium of a perfect imagination. It wilî show
that tlie really valuable elements in the world are the tender social affec-
tions, and the good, honest, simple, natural feelings which bind men
tagother and givo thie true value ta if o. Mon of genlus make us think
botter of tlie race and open our eyes to tlieir good qualities. I like my
novelist to be bath truthful and generous, and to have that characteristic
which we termi thorough manliness, and thorefore I love Sir Walter Scott.-
Pali Mall Gazette.____

LEGALITY OF TRADE COMBINATIONS.

JUDGMENT was given recently by Lord Chief Justice Coleridge in the
Queen's Bench Division of the High Court of Justice (England) in an
important case, in which the legality of trade combinations was somewhat
considered. The action (Mogul Steamship Company, Limitod, va. McGregor
et ai.) was brouglit to rocover damages from a number of steammbip com-
panies and others for an allegod canepiracy ta boycott the plitintiffs, and to
prevent, by means of bribery and intimidation, certain mt.rchants and
others in China from sending gooda to Europe by the plaintiffs' steanishipié.
The plaintiffs were a company of shipowners trading, or debirous of tract-
ing, betwoen Australia and England, taking China by the way. They were
also dosirous of sharing in the carrying of the tea harvest of the late spring
and early summor months, the places for loading whicli were at Shanghiai,
the mouth of the Yang-tse-ky.ang river, and lankow, a place about six
liundred miles up the stroaml of thut great river. The defandants were a
number of steamship companies and private persona trading mostly ta
China direct, and hoing desirous of getting this trade into their own bande,
and of proventing the lowering of rates, they entered into what tliey called
a conference, and offered a rebate of five per cent. to shippers by confer-
ence vessels, but such rebate was not to ho paid toashippers who shipped
on any vessels but those boionging to the conforence. The conference was
commenced in 1884, and during that year the plaintiffs were aclmitted to
share in its benefits. Tliey were excluded in 1885, but tlioy refusod to
acquiesce in the exclusion. It was for the tosa which the plaintiffs aay
thoy suffered by the exclusion from, and the action of, the conference that
the action was brought. The piaintifls set up that the defendants entered
into an unlawful combination against'them, and bribed, coerced and in-
duced ahippers not ta slip with them. Lord Coleridge gave judgment for
tlie defendants. . Re said that the defendants were traders with enormaul
sums of money embarked in their adventures, and they had a riglit ta push
their lawfuh trade by every lawfut means, and they had the right ta en.
deavour by ail lawful means to keep that trade in their own banda. They
had aiso, the riglit to offer inducements to customers to deai wjth themn
rather than with their rivals. They might, if they tiked, offer inducementu
to customers to deal exctusively with them by giving them notice that on 1ly
exclusive customerB woutd have these oxceptionat advantages. It was a
bargain which, persona in the position of the defendants lad a right ta
makre, and those who were parties to the bargain muet take or beave it a
a whole. 0f coorcion and bribery, of this he couhd sOO fia evidence in the
sense in whicb tIsse were used logaliy. As ta the contention that thia
combinatian was unlawful because it was a restraint of trade, it seemed to
him that it was no more restraint of tradte than for two village tailors ta
give five per cent. off their Christmas bille on condition of their custorners
dealing with them and them alone. Restraint of trade in the legal sentie
had nothing ta do with the case in question. -Bradtree'a.
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