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as seen in an afterneon sun on a clvar day in the middle distance of your
landscape. The Iight green feathery topm est branches of the rounded birch
and maple and eak and elm, as the light faits on them and through them,
form shadows and shades cf green no pigment can truiy imiitate ; the deep-
toned pines, quite black in the shadows, rise high above the wcalth of
buoy&nt green masses tewering over one another, rolting away into the
distance, swell upon swcil, the edges here distinct and clear against the
shadows beyond, here lest melting into innumerable other edges; and
heneath ail and in the near distance the delicate-hued aspens show their
white slim branching stemns, and in one low corner there is a faint hint of
the ochreous catkins of the willow. Suddenly a cloud obscures tha sun;
at once the shadows deepen, the greens are changed, the feathery edges
through which the light was transmitted losc their clearness of outline, and
each tree, with the loss of light, seemas te nestie dloser te his fetlow. But
it is vain trying to describe Nature's pictures. To be feit thcy must be
seen. And in pictures that can be feit Nature is inexhaustible. lier
every square inch, as her every square league, is a scene provocative of an
emotion which %ve cannot explain, cannot naine.

I cannet begin to tell of ail that I sec. The trees and bushes change
their tinta every twenty-four heurs, se rapid is thc growth ; the witd
cherry throws out its deticate white sprays against the deep green spruce
and cedar ; the balsaiu emits a scent ail its own ; woedpcckers of ail hues,
sorne with flariug- red top-knots and throats, bold, quick-illovingý feltows,
corne and knock at the trees about your tent three, four, and five hours
before breakfast time ; the oriole shows yen his orange-gold hr<*ast, bright
in the sunlight, in the highest twigi of thiat tree just over your favourite
shady nook ; the agile chipmnunk wilt steat and eat a b)iscuit under your
very nose ; the minnews fight fer the scraps you throw tbem close te the
rock on which yeu sit and watch ; evenl the biood-thirsty and hungry-
looking pcrch Iurks slyly near by watching yo'.r every movernent and
frighteuiug the fieeing minuows by disputing with themn their rigbt te a
snatchcd mouthful. Ail is net peace yen sec, reader, even here. Far
from it. Strife there is everywherc. That perch reminds me cf this.
Hie gobbtêd yesterday a minnow tee big for him. It certainly was a
most curious sight. Twe-thirds of the unfortunate miuuow's body stuck
out cf its captor's nieutti and wriggled violeutiy frorn side to side, se
violeutly as sometimes actually te disturb even the solid perch's equili-
brium aud cause him te show his glittering white betly and blood-red
fins. It was a tragedy in more than eue act, for another perch, eqnally
blood-thirsty and hungry-looking, glided stcatthily up and made incessant
snatches at the protruding tait of his friendas qnarry; and the curning
way in which this frieud dodged the onslanghts was most aînusing.
A strange thing this uuiversatity of strife. It is evcrywhere. That
fragile triilium tîad te fight its wty ttîrough the. wortd-litu.rally. And
the fight tetts on its appearance. In the weeds it is tait aud slim, stretch-
ing, up its tîead for the suntight which cemes sparingly through the trees.
in the mesdews it is short and thick. This stumip of mine contains a
million battie fields. The messes figlit for its sap, the worms eat inte its
wood, in its bark the mites bide froin the birds, it itsetf feught with its
fellows for air and sunshinc and moisture ; the very earth it grows on
fought once long age with the ocean which broke up its rocks into sand
and soit. Strife, strite cverywbere. Who cati uuderstand itiý Is Ilstrife I
only another naine fer precess / is it synonymous withi change, withi
perpetuation, evolution ; with birth, growth, decay ; with 15eceming, in
Hegelian phrase? laI it through strife that ail things progress, tend
towards some uuknown goali But strife means pain, of ten nnmerited
pain. Ah t here I feel the greund siipping from under my feet. The
problem of the existence of pain 1 give up. All I can say is, if change,
evoîntion, life itseif, be impossible without strife, and strife without pain,
that pain must be borne, ia! 1 arn about te sin agairi. But 1 have net
quite entered the confines of rmetaphysies this tinte, 1 hope.

There are twe creatures, however, of whom I cannot bring myseif te
speak apprevingiy or even politely. One is the mosquito. What volumes
cf diatribe could 1 net pen upon this thorn in the flesh, this rnessenger of
Satan ! What series of ejacutatory imprecations have 1 net uttcred against
him, what murderous thrcatsî lis pertinacieus pngnacity is astonish-
ing. (I eau enly ascribe it te bis having Anglo-Saxon bieod in bis veins!)
Big words you think, reader, with which te rail at se puny an enemy.
Yes, but indicative of the huge force necessary te overcome hirn. I mnust
have put forth muscular power te be uîeasured oniy by foot-tons in chasing
and slaying rny focs. And what was disheartening was, they seemed te be
numberless. My tent was ne sooner rici of sorne fifty score than a new aud
hungrier host took their places. They seerned te fili the created universe.
Net a cerner was there wttcin 1 coutd be free of them. At the bottom
cf a full and lighted pipe they may net exist, for I have heard they have a
distaste for tobacco ; but in no other place iii the inflnity of tri-dirnensional
space would I undertake te say they were net. The other is the whip-

poor-Will. The whip-peor-Wiit makes me tired-net in slang phrase but in
sober truth. lias any eue ever seen this beast--or bird, exccpt in museums
stniffed and labclled Caprimulgus v-ocjerus? 1 could almost believe in

disernbodîed spirits revisiting the glimpsca of the moon as 1 listen nigbtly
te bis ceasetess, unsatisfied, importunate Ilwhip-poor-Will," Il whip-peor-
Will."~* 1 have sat patientty by rny camp-flre front eight o'clock till haîf-

past eleven trying tic cornpose rny seul in quietness through the dinning of
two rival whip-peor-Wills in vain. What did they want î Weuid te ail that
is quiet aud calming sornebody woutd procure it fer thern. 1 would
soundly trounce a score cf XVilis if by that means I could put a stop te their
cry and gain me peace. At half-past eteven 1 gave it up exhaifsted.I

1 I ind, on eoqniry, that this is really the belief of the Indians (cide Gilopcedia of
the Naturuf Scieiiceq, Natural IlistorY,"' by Wirn. B3aird, sub voce). Strange that the
sillie tlîoight sho~uld have eotered my mmid.
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got up at four the next merning lookiug forward with anticipations cf keen
deiight te a long pleasant day, aud the flrst thing te greet my ear was oe
cf those saine two rival whip-poor-Wilis still at it.-I amn naturalty kind-
hearted. Above ail 1 cannot boar the sight cf any brute creature in pain.
But that whip-poer-Wiil's ncck I tliink 1 could wring.

There are aise other aspects cf Nature net te be whoily lest sight cf,
theugh te one tryiing te escape fromi his fetlow-meu for a period net perhaps
se intcreatiug, as the trees and the birds and the sky-I mean the inhlabit-
auts cf the country. If not vory reniote from the limita cf civilization and
settiemneut, eue net setdom cernes in contact with men and wornu, af 1er

ene's own kind indccd, but difflering front eue's self in seine inidefiuable but
enviable manner. Tltey pessess somewhat which wc city folk bave lest,
and I knew net by what word te naine it. It is net cxactty artessuessi
uer kindly frankucas, uer yet bymipathetic freedom ; and yet it is something
cf ait tiiese combiued. XVe in towns have ctothced ourselves with custemls,
with manners, with habits cf thonght and feeling as xve have with fashion'
able garments-aIl after one pattern ; they in the country move in ne such
fetteriug raiment. The resuît is, the simple grade cf their ttîoughts and
feelings awakens in us pleasure and emulation. Nay more, we wouid showe
them our appreciatien cf a grade vc have lest, and, te risc te their levet,
to exhibit our brotherly-kinducaa, wc doff or do our best te doff our con*~
straining costumne, and with frank eye and free spee2t1 try te be eue with
them. Rarelv do we whetty sncceed, bowever; and many are the types cf
Naturels children wltem wc remember with the kiodjiest cf feelings. One

fair creature I shahl iet soon forget:. On a hot af ternoon during a long and
dusty watk I steppel te the door of a cottage and asked for water. There Mw80
serniething se unconstrainedty and simpiy naturat in the unlearued gracc With
wbictt the heaithy buxemi ciantac cf some eightccn frcckling sumucra 'Who
answered îny knock liastencd te grant rny requcat, that the meeting Wo'

wclt worth the many muiles I liad trudged. There was every roason fOr
embarrasameut, tee flie presence cf a strangerwtîom, front bis coarse holidsY

garb, it was impossible to relegate te bis proper social or vocatienary statlsI
the evident differeuce, nevcrthetess, cf intonation and tanguage; the dearthi

or rather absence cf ail commeinn topica cf conversation ; aud net at ail teast
tîte steekinglessucas cf the girl (I espied two whitih-I canet say more for
them-ankes). But withai i1 think: 1 was more embarrassed than 5he'
She wvas comely, even picturesque. lier srniling, lips seeimed made for
naught cisc but to smiic-and perohance te press. "A bot day," sb
pteasantiy remarked. " Very, but it dees net sccm te affect ycur look8,
and the compliment brighitena the ever-dawning smile. "ILet me drîflý
to your health,"-again that amile. IlAltbough I do net think I need,

Hia! it riscs uow jute the full sunlight cf a gay laugh. A pleasant epiod ï
this ; and aomehow, as 1 go ou again and teave that cottage far behiid,
find inyseîf thinking cf thiat simtple cerning-together. It lias left its influence
upon mtc. Dees not every coming together cf thinking minds rind feelîcg
hearts leave its influence, au influence only uniperceived because iu tire rush

cf city tife, it is se frequcut ? What had she doue te tue? I was net t
satue man that I was hefore I reachcd that cottage. Hlad virtu e i
cf that simple lasa ? Uad she unwittingiy raised me inte a hi c f

tbought and feeling? If se, by what power ? Ah, that ttone can tell ; the
subtie influence cf eue seul upon another none shall explain.ba

But te rctura once again te the purest of Natnrels beauties, I
have 1 toid yeni cf the sond, tije coloura, the sînelîs cf nature? 1h
Ilameila," yes, 1 use the word advisedly ; "lacents"I reminda me tee mnuch Of

waxel fleora and orchestra chairs. The woeds and the filds and the
roadsidea give yen symphonies of sinelis, as if exhaled from innumierablSi

imineasurable, unptucked nesegays ; ameits, cornpared te whieh that o

Miiteu's Iltedded hay"I would seem aimoat artificial. Then the color.
Ruskin, I believe, ranks the plumage cf birda third in order cf superoàîY
but I wishi lie could sec the bitte cf that martin's back as hie skims tO't
fro, east and wcst, over the water after insecta with the sun, deeP
blackness, againat the sun, glossy te iridescence. Nover did I soc 'ul'le
bine. And 1 wish, toc, that scarlet tanager bad flashefi by him at ,
day, as did it flash by me. Believe me, eut cf these (perhaps te se me 1 for
nificant beauties eue eau, if ie se chooses, îay up Il li an f0Od for
future ycars." And cf theý animais whose acquaintauce 1 made Ia it
toifi yon next te nothing. 1 fouud myscîf once within ton feet cf ~bi
and cf a squirrel at the sanie tirue. '[bey garnbolled graceftiiiy, nul 6ve
ing, te my deligbt, titi eue cf those messeugers cf Satan (verily Volbe
sent te buffet c fe ar.gbe auh pt seventh, lie"~

truntpetcd right anrylft ha.t be1 aut u the b an sqnrro
appearcd-of course. But liere I must draw te au end. 1 have retfi.
te civilized regions, te the regien cf ncwspapers, and business nirfi
cations, and black ceats, and gloves, and Churcît services;- and 0a01Y fr0<
my mistress-I will net write cf hier. I feel, however, that I Ca 'hop
understand semethîng cf what that deepeat cf Nature's poets maent
hoe said that "lte these forma cf beauty . . . . hoe owed

that ble.sseci mood,
in xvbiol the burthen of the tnystcry,
lIt wticlt the heavy and the weary weight
of ail thiî unittelligibile wverld
Is lightened-that serene and blessed înood,
In which tite affectiont gently lead us on;"

and I beartily recommen1 yeu, rcader who bave patientiy fOllteod
thus far, te try a like experiment. T. ARNOLD Il ÂLTI

WIEFN pubtishers have the security they new lack, that in bringing te,
a okin decepit forai they will not be undersotd the next mee bYre

issue in au indeccut form, they will go te the additionai experts 6 req~

for a book inteuded te be kept. The resuit will be the extenseul ,

excellent practice of coltecting bocks, andi the revival of the trade cf bO0

selling, whicb is new almost extinet.


