
THlE WEEIC.

company, many a shattered and sinking ship, many a hand of a drownin
man lield up above the flood, vainly grasping for aid before lie is merge
for ever beneath the surface. You shaîl sec the most preciaus ware
thrown overboard in the desperate struggle ta keep the vessel afloat ; honun
honesty, fortune, character are everywhere mixed with the foaru and frot
of the going flood ; preciaus time is lost ; opportunities let slip; honles
labour duspised:

Languent officia atque oegrotat fama vacillans.
And it is curions ta observe how tatally distinct and separate this rive

of horse-racing is from the scenes and people thrangh which it passes, jus
as if it were a real river. In saule quiet country town, as Chichestu
for instance, wherc a grand cathedral lif ts its sacred hucad, perpetual cala
seems ta reign until the week of the races cames round. Thun what
change and cantrast !Every hanse and Iodging is ]et; every cal) arn
carniage is fnrbished np; every horse and pony is pressed for the accasiot
froîn many miles around ; omnibusus and hansoms and nandescript vebiicle
fromn London descend upon the scene; the hotel-keeper trebles blis staffa0
waiters and cookmaids ; the parsan preaches his annual sermon against th
races, and sends his boys on a visit, ta bu ont of the reach of temptation
and the inundation begins. Thiey comu-horses, grooms, jockeys, lords anc
ladies, bookmakers, backers, touts, welshers, card-sharpers, pickpockets
gaily-dressed women, and as long as the races last, those ef the iniîabitant
that stay at hlome sit at their windows twice a-day ta watchl the incessani
stream of four-horse drags, omnibuses, carrnages, cabs and carts, pass an(
repass their windows. Whien the races are over, the matley throng is swepl
away ta anothier meeting ; the bookmaker counts his gains, the backer trie
ta forgyet and underestirmate his lasses ; the weary lanidiord wipes bis fore
head and ejaculates a thanksgiving that the races are over, andibtla little
tawn gathers itsulf together again under the shadow of the cathudrai.

And if we visit the racecoursu and take aur place on the stand while
tbe horses are going ta tbe post, what a scenue is exbibited below 1 Tîtat
roaring mab af ring-men, making the face of 'the summer day hideons,
screaming liku vultftres flocking ta the prey, what a truly noble institution
is this l The less custam tbe bookmaker has, the more frantically lie
screams the odds ; the respectable men, witb whom aur Iann a uee
gaînhle away their patrimony, these are compa.ratively sulent - so are
vultures when their beaks are in theii, prey. These are the high-hieartpd
men who cheered the Marquis of Hastings when hu had stripped biiiself of
an ancestral estate ta pay the hnndred thonsand pounds whicb hue had lost
an llermit's Derby ; the men wha booted the broken-blearted yaun-ig noble-
man inta bis grave wihen hie could pay fia longer. The ring is no doubt an
English institution, but we have hast many Englishi institutions af late
years, and we conld spare the betting-ring, botter than any of those which
we have lost; tliough how ta replace it we confess we know not, unless by
same sncb contrivance as the Australian totalisator.

Sncb is the Turf of England-not ahl evil in itself, nor necessary evil
at ail, but owing ta pernicians license tbe cause af nhisery ta many thansands.
Altbougli it is true that the turf is anc great svstem of national demorali-
zation, as Lord Beaconsfleld called it, it is not aI evil; it springs frorn anc
of the best and most distinctive features of the Englisb character-the
lave of out-door sports. It was originally essentially manhy, honest and
good. Nothing cati bu mare nattural thlan for an ownur of a good borse ta
matcb him and ride him against another. Nor can the lover of the
beutiful find fanît witb racing. There is nothimg more beantiful in the
world than a. liaise-race. Thenpoutry of racing, was felt in its perfection
when Wells mounted the liandsome Rosicrucian, or Parry bustrode that
goad-temperud giant Prince Chai-lie, or whien Wood brought St. Simon ta
the front with long sweeping stride at the distance. Add thie effet of the
soft snmmer air and the pure breezes tbat are wafted over the wide lieath
or moor ; add the legitimate interest cansed by a small but, andl tbe excite-
ment af a close strnggle betweun two famons horsus, wull ridden. For

bettig on rac ccs is legitimate, and secundurn natnrurn, ever since
that offer of a. tripod or kettle, in Hoamer. But it is anly an the race-
course that betting is legitimate, and anly legitimate theru in very smail
sums. But now clerks in Aberdeen and railwyay porters in Cornwall will
have their wager on a horse tbey neyer expect ta se; and many a well-
dressed Irns visits the course at noon with the confident hope of leaving it

a Cresu atfiv. Tuy in omeimes of course ; but their winnings
remind us painfulhy of the higbwayman's spoil: "4a pursu of gold înost
resolntely snatched on Monday nigbt, and mast dissolutely spent on
Tuesday marning: gat witli swearing-Lay by--and spent witb crying-

Bring, in-now in as low an ebb as the foot of the hadder; and by-and-by,
in as high a flow as the ridge of the gallows."1-Quarterly Review.

LONDON AS TUIE BJtT]UPLACE, OF THE ENGLISHI DRtAMA.

TuÂAT paetry should have fonnd its chi@f expression in the drama is niot
snrprising. The agu was, in itself, pre-eminently an age of activity. It
liad fia tendency ta introspective brooding; it troubled itself, as a rule,
very little about the ideal;j it *was fia worshipper of nature. ItS central

figure was man in action ; its distingtiishing characturistic was the sympa-

thy witb humanity. Thus human litè, its failures and its trinmphs; thus

human kind, their passions andpeculiarities, becmme abjects of paramant

interest. Nor was this ail. London was already the centre of the social

and intellectual life of the kingdaili, and was attracting each year froml the

provinces and the nniversities aIl who boped. ta turn wit and genins .ta

accaunt. The refuge, of literary adventnrers, in aur day, is the periodical

and daily press. lii t1hose days there were fia 'Jaurnals and fia periodicals,

for there was no reading pubic. But among the changes intî-oduced by

the dissolution of the aId SYstem Was the appearance anid rapidly increas-

8il

g ing importance of a class which corresponds to that on which aur popuilar
d press relies for support. Since the accession of the Tudors a"great change
s had passedl over London. Peace and a settled government had trans-
r, formed the rude and martial nobility of the Plantagenets into courtiers
Il and men of mode. Their hotels swarmed with dependents who would,

t generation back, have found occupation ithcamp, but who were
now, like their masters, devoted to gaiety and pleasure. Contemporary
with the revolution. in the upper sections of society was the rise of a great

rcommercial aristocracy. Each decade found London more prosperous,
tmore luxnrious, more thiclIy-peopleu.. By the middlle of Elizabeth's
re, igu e presented ail the features peculiar to great capitals and greatseaports. A large industrial population, branching out into ail the infi-

nite ramifications of mercantile comînunities, mingled its multitudes with

the crowd of men of rank and fashion. who affected the neighbourhood of
the Court, and the swarms of adventurers and sycophants who hung baose
on the town or snbsisted on the charity of noble honses. The Luns of

fCourt, thronged with students, ofteni as accomplished as they were idle
a nd dissolute, had already assnmed that hiaîf-fashionable, lialf-literary
character whichi, for up»wards of two centuries, continued to distinguish
them. But no quarter of London stirred with f uller life than that which
was then known as the Bankside. IL was here that the lawless and strip-
lino- population which came in and passed out by the river found its
temporary homne. In the taveras and lodging-housos which crowded thoge
teeingn( alleys were huddled together men of ail nations, of ail grades, of
ail callings. Huguenot refugees, awaiting the tnrn which wouid restore
them to their country ; Switzers and tGerman-s whio, indnced partly by
cnriosity and partly by the restlessness which a life of adventure engen-
doers, flocked over every year from tho Low Countries ; half-Anglicised.
Italians and half-Italianised Englishmen ; flibustiers fromn the Spanish
Main and brokeii squatters from the Portugnese settlemients; soldiers of
fortune who had fought and plaiidered under haîf the leaders in Europe;
desperadoes who had survived the perils. of unknown oceans and lands
where no white man had ever before penetrated ; seamen fromn the crews
of Hawkins and Drake and Cavendish and Frobisher; and among this
motley rabble were to be fonnd men in whDse veins ranl the blood of the
noblest families of England-Strangways and Carews, Tremaynes and
Throgmortons, Cobhains and Kelligrews. Sncll was the London of Eliza-
beth. It was natural that the cry of these people should be for amuse-
ment. Too intelligent to be satisfied with the stupid and brutal pastimes
then in vogue with the vulgar, and too restless and illiterate to tind plea.
sure in books, it was eqnally natural that they should look ta the stage ta
supply their want. And the stage responded ta the call.-Quarterly
Re vieili.

POWER OF WILL OVER THREATENED DISEASE.

AN event in the life of Andrew Crosse, the electrician, illustrates, in a
striking manner, the power of the Will over threatened disease, the symptouas
in his case being those of hydrophobia. If "lan act of the Wiil f rcquentiy
excites sncb chjanges in the brain as to arrest an incipient paroxysm of
angina pectoris or epilepsy " (L--ycock), there seems no reason why it shonld

not exert the samne influence over the symptoms present in this case. Mr.
Crosse was severely bitten by a cat, whichi died the saine day hydrophobie.
11e appears ta havo thonght littie of the circunstance, and was certainly
not nervous or imiaginative in regard to it. Three inantbs, however,
af ter ho had received the wounid bie foît one morning gvreat pain in bis aj-m,
accompanied by extreme thirst. Hc called for a glass of water. The sequel
will be best told in his own words :-" At the instant that f was about to
raise the tumbler ta my lIips a strong spasmi shot 'across my throat;
immediately the terrible conviction came ta my mind that I was about ta
fai a victimi to hyd rophobia, the consequence of the bite that I had re-
cuived from the cat. The agony of mird 1 endured for anc hour is inde.
scribable; the contemplation of sncb a horrible death-deatli from hydro-
pbobia-was aimost insupportable ; the torînents of lielI itseif could nlot
have snrpassed what 1 stiffred. The pain, whîcb had first commenced in
my hand, passed up ta the elbow, and from thence ta the shoulder, threat-
eningy ta extend. I felt ail human. aid was useless, and 1 beiieved that I
mnst die. At length I began ta reflect upon my condition. I said ta
myself, either I shall die or I shall fot; if I do, it wiil anily be a similar
fate ta that wbicli many liave suffered, and many more must suffer, and I
must bear it like a man; if, on the other liand, there is any hope of my
life, çay only chance is ift surmaning îny ntmnost resolution, defying the
nttack, and exerting, every effort of iuy mmnd. .Accordingly, feeling that
physical as well as mental exertion was necessary, 1 took my gun, sbouldered
it, and went ont for the purpose af sbooting, my arma aching the while
intolerably. 1 met with na spart, but I walked the whole afternoon, exert-
ing, at every step I went, a strong mental effort against the diseaae. When
I returned ta the hanse I was decidedly butter ; I was able ta eat same
dinner, and drank water as usual. The next moaing the acbing pain had
gone down to my elbow, the faliawing it went down ta the wrist, and the
third day left me a]lto gether. I mentioned the circumstance ta Dr. King-
lake, and bue said bie certainly considered that I bad had an attack of
hydropliobia, which would possibly have provud fatal liad I nat struggled
against it by a strang effort af mind."

THERE is something s0 painful in the present condition af the Conser-
vative party that one fuels inclined ta pity rather than ta rebuke. ,The
eligineer wbo was hoist witb biis awn petard was luxnriously catered for by
Fate in comparison witli the doom reserved for the poor Taries. Il Respect
abroad "-that was a great Tory cry. IlWe corne into office, and behold
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