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sixteen and boys Crom eighteen rnay be seen going abont together at concerts,
socials and skating rinks ;and sorne people may see no harmn in duis. They
are so young and so innocent why shouldn't they be happy ? Ves, but learning
other considerations out of view, who pays for ail tliis amusement ? Even a
social or the cheapest concert costs twenty-five cents-fifty cents for t'vo. If
the distance is great or the night stoimy it scers mean not to take a sleigh;
then sornetinies the refreshnients ire extra, soiinetime.. the cnitertainment costs
fifty or seventy-five cents a ticket. How fast the money flies !Where does it
corne from ? Four or five dollars a week won't go far towards defraying the
expenses attendant on paying attentions to a Montreal girl of the period. How
much salary have these young meii of twventy, or thereabonts? Are their
p)arents rich? and if tlîey are do they approvc of their sons spending time and
money s0 profitlessly ? IPerhaps it is the fact of my being the mother of boys
only that leads rue to consider thiG subje t xvith regard to its effect on the yoting
men who act as escorts to these pleasure loving youing darusels .Alas! I know
of somie younig men of respectable farnilies, good position, and fair p)rospects,
who have been led into extravagance througbi a desire to stand well with the
young girls of their acqîlaintance. These young men have finally pilfered
froru their employers, been dismissed from their situations and only escaped
public disgrace through the influence of their families. It is the parents who
allow their datughters to go about in tluis uvay who are to blame for ahl the
sorrow, or disgracc tiat nîay followv. WVc iiust not blame young girls for loving
cornpany and amusement aiid wheii tieir p)arents do not provide it at bonie or
take their girls out themselvcs, it is not strailge tliat they should gladly accept
the escort of aniy young man who offers his attentions. Girls have but little
knowledge of the value of îuoncy and, unlcss they have wise inothers to
instruct them, it is natural that tbicy should consider a yonng man mean or
otherwvise according to the amotnt that lie expends; and what wvill a very
young mani not do rather than appear inean in the eyes of his Angelina Janie of
the moment? Shie inay be some-body clse's Angelina jane îîext 'veek, if
Augustus does miot succeed in inaking things suîfficiently lively for lier ; and then
how poor Gus's youing heart will ache, and how heavily the green-eyed monster
will sit upon his soul - until he resolves to console himself in the society of
Evelina Ann, who ivill pcrhaps prove to have a still greater craving for amuse-
ment and larger capacity for candics and ice-cream. Poor Augustus !How
Many of these flirtations must hie go tbroughi? How much money svill they
cost hiîn ? Houv many hecait-aches will thcy Icave hiini, and hoîv inuch benefit
will he derive frorn themn ? Let ýus leave thecse questions to be answced by
those îvho advocate the customi.

Meanwhile, let us say a feîv w'ords to thc youing girls whio have entcred
on this career of pleasure-sccking whiclî is to, be paid for by young
men who ivere strangers to themi a fcw rnonths ago, and who will possibly
be strangers to them, again in another few months ; for these foolish
flirtations generally end iii a quarrel, and the youug lady forgets, ail
the pleasure shie lias enjoyed at the youmg man's expense, aîîd some-
tirnes even forgets to return the p)rescrits she lias received. But let us
hope few are capiable of such meann 'ess ;and let us heg that those who are
only thoughtless will give the subject a few moments' consideration. Remein-
ber that a young man's purse is not uisually very long, and even if it were, it is
'lot in good taste, nor according to the usages of good society, for a lady to
allow herself to be placed under money obligations to a gentleman. That the
subjeet is getting seriotîs frorn this point of view, we may feel assured by the
miany cartoons in our comic papers showving the devices to which young men
resort in the endeavour to distract the attention of their fair companions froni
the places of refreshinent wvhich they may be passing; îvhile a foot-note informs
us as to the amounit in the1 young rnan's poeket and the probable capacity of
the ladies' alipetites. Sometimes the mnatter is more serions than a joke, as
when, for instance, ]ast sinmer in Newv York a young mai, who wvas escorting
two ladies froni the thecatre, invited. then to partake of supper iii a fashionable
restaurant, the girls foolishly orderedl a sumptuous rCl)ast of the miost expensive
dishes, and ive may judge of thc yoiing man's feelings wbcîî a bill of seventeen
dollars wvas brouîght, to hijui, aIl the cash lie had in thc ivorld ,being the eleven
dollars aiîd fifty cents theu iii bis 1iocket. To be sure he wvas a cowardly
fellow, for after sitting for a few moments in agony, he rose suddenly and
rushed away, leaving the young ladies to settle the bill. Fortunately they ivere
the daumghters of a ricli mani, but not having over five dollars between theru,
they were exposed to grave suspicions, and an unienviable amouint of notoriety;
and mnust have gone througlî a pretty bad quarter of an hour before their father
could lie commnicated with and arrive to release theni from their disagreeable
dilemma.

Canadianl girls înay not bc so extravagant iii their denîands, but 1)erhaps
considering the smalî amounits thîcir juvenile escorts can afford to spend, they
are just as apt to bring these ioor boys into trouble, unless vai-ned by older
and wiser counisels. Subseribers to the Si'vCTATOR being of the higher classes
are flot likely to favour sncb a vulgar fashion but I trust they will drawv the
attention-of cothers tD -it, -and that in future we shaîl more often see very young

ýgirls accompanied by their parents îvhen at public places. Indeed if the very
yonng gir'1s could be persuaded to stay at home, and stndy their lessons for a

year or two longer before going into, society it would be an advantage both to
themselves and their friends, and especially to the very young men whose
beads they are now turning, and whio also might be better employed in pursuing
some course of stiîdy whicb would prove of advantage to them in future years.

DOMESTIC ECONOMY.

We bave, this xveek, a letter from a lady who bas held a high. 1osition in
Montreal for many years, and who lbas been a liberal supporter of cur charit-
able institutions. Tbis lady bas a great deal of executive abilîty, and thoroughiy
understands the working of large establishments, therefore bier views are worthy
of serions consideration. Shie gives us her name and address, together with
those of several other ladies of good position who are interested in this subject,
and wvilling to join in any movement which may lead to the better education of
ail classes in domestic economy. Our correspondent says :-1The starting of
a regular training school would be a more seriotîs nndertaking than you sem
to imagine, and would require the co-operation of a few wealthy citizens, ladies
or gentlemen, who would be willing to take stock in the eiîterprise. About
$ 1,000 shonld be subscribed before attempting to open the school. I have no
doubt it would eventually prove self-snpporting, and even probably a source of
profit to the shareholders, besides doing an immense amounit of good to ail
connected with it. My idea would bc to make it a school of Domestic
Economy, which would combine training iin cooking, general household
management, sewiiîg in ahl its branches, and a home for nurses training in the
hospitals." This lady's views may seem rather lîroad to hegin with, but it is
quite possible that they should, be carried ont in one establishment. At first
there probably would not be many resident pupils. Thîe young girls attending
tlîe seîving classes would geîîerally corne and go every day. Tbe demonstra-
tion classes for ladies anîd yonng girls svould soion become fashionable here, as
they bave elsewliere. These classes would also pay well. There might bc
short courses of training iii cooking and general housework for girls from the
country. Farmers' daugbters, who are generally fairly educated and intelligent,
would gladly give a few weeks service and pay somethiiîg besides for the train-
ing and inîstruction ivhich would at once place them in command of lîigher
wages. A country girl after even six weeks training in a cooking sehool would,
probably, know more tlîaî after years of ser-vice with mistresses, who have
neither tinie nor patience, even if they have the necessary knowledge to inîpat
As to trained nurses, wve ail know the necessity for theni, and sve should be
more likely to get a better class of young women to study the profession, if we
had a proper home for theni, where they could be made comfortable and happy
during their course of training. We believe many girls would gladly embrace
tlîis profession, were it miot that dread of being ohhiged to live in the hospital.
We have îîot as yet consulted our local doctors as to the terms on which nurses
in training would be admitted to the hospitals, but we know tlîat the medical
faculty would make ail possible concessions to induce a higher class of women
to unmdertake the necessary trainîing for this riiost important profession.

Ini Newv York traiîîed nurses receive $2o a sveek for their services, and are
eagerly souîght for. About a w-eek ago a youing girl from oîîe of the Western
States, wvbo is attending a Newv York academy, was taken dangerously ill.
Her teacher, who hapiems to be a Canadian young lady of brilliant attain-
ments who was edlucated in Montreal, at first uîndertook to nîurse her pupil,
but the doctors ordered a trained nuirse to be procured. On sending to the
nurses' trainîing sehool it ivas found that not one wvas to be hiad and that the
namnes of forty applicants awaited thiose who might first be disengaged.

Here is a noble and lucrative employment for poor gentlewvomen who are
nowv trying to eke out a miserable existence by poorly paid fancy work or the
hard druîdgery of plainî sewing. We know that an intelligent nuirse would be
better paid and more highly respected aiiong our Americaiî iîeiglibours thaui
slue might be by our would-be artistocratic population; nevertlieles3 sickness
and death are great levellers, and she wvho can ease painî or ward off danger
will scon find herself regarded with respect, gratitude, anîd even love. Let us
pray that Montreal may sooui be blessed with intelligent, well-trainei nurse.
Alas! one beantiftul little boy lies uinder the snow of Mount Royal wlîo might
be bere to brighten our home to-day had he been watclîed over by a skilful
nuirse instead of an ignorant though loving mother. W'e muîst ail live for
others as wvell as for ourselves; and the rich man who refuses bis aid towards
the suîpport of a training-school for nurses and cooks to-day may feel bis need
of the one or the other to-niorrowv. We are straîigely dependeu-t on on.e
aniother for lîelp and comfort, fromn the higlîest to the lowest ; aîîd sometimes
wvhen he have only endeavoured to helpi otliers we have fouînd tlîat we ouurselves
have gaiîîed great benefit.

If aIl thiose wvlo are iîîterested iii this enterprise would scnd iii their
naines together with aîîy suîggestions thîey can niake, w-e might have the subject
fuîlly discuussed and be ready to make a beginning next auitumn, wheîî people
have returned to the city and country girls corne in to take situmations. This
enterp 'rise, if fairly started, might tend greatly te, tlîe happiness and prosperity
of many hard-working women who now live lives of penury and drudgery, and
at the saine time would certainly tend to the prosperity of our eity and the
comfort of many citizens.


