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to the value of kmokeless powder, but from
what Sir Evelyn Wood says in his obser-
vations on & recent ‘‘ Fox Hill day,” there
can he little question as to its great su-
periority over black powder. At a
tance of 2,660 yards, or twenty yards over
a mile and a half, Sir Evelyn telis us that

ond particular battery *“ could not see its

dis-

cnemy even after the guns had been firing
cordite for some minutes,” and he had ac-
tually to make the invisible battery fire
some ordinary powder before its enemy
could make out its position. The reason
why the battery could not b» seen by its
cnewy, was, according to Sir Evelyn Wood,
due to “atwospheric conditions and to low
bat-
opponent
Thix is o great testim-

ony to the value of cordite, and in mid<t

woods screening it The invisible

tery, however, could sce its

plainly cnough.

of the doubt which hangs over the qgus-
tion of smokeless powder one fact like
this is worth any number of suzgestions.
Cordite, it may be mentiouned, is not nlto-
gether smokeless, Tor owing to the saw-
dust avhich is mixed with it, doubtless Jor
the purpose of delaying combustion and
for filling the chamber, & little smok:» 1y
made, though nothing in comparison to
that created by the ordinary black pow-
der.
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D.R.A.
watehes has been issued. 1t is ieplete with

The programme of the vifle
iiformation as to the different compoti-
tions and also the regulations which hava
beew adopted.  The new rale in reference
to amwmunition is & mosy important one.
It stutes that competitors must provide
themselves with and use the amwmunition
which will be sold by the association on
the range at the rate of 13 ecents per
package of 10 rounds, but uny competitors
caw take his choice as to whether he will
use LEuglish or Cauadian made awmmuni-
tion.  We still adhere to the opinion that
this change in the system of issuivg thy
wmmunition i u  great mistake. It en-
tails extra worry and labour upon thd
cowpetitors and for no carthly reason. The
explanation that there wus a shortage in
the ammunition office returus under the
old system is no excuse, as the officers of
the association should have made it their
business to sce that their stuff was so or-
ganized and checked that there could he
no shortage.

Some people on this continent are ever-
lastingly fond of their love of liberty and
all that rort of thing but somchow or
another we do not ever hear of their coun.
try doing anything to further the cause
of liberty in those quarters of the world
which still linger in the darkness of slav-

ery.  We do, however, almost every week.
hear of our navy doing its part in the long
war waged against slavery. A letter from
the Bishop of Zanzibar, De. Smythies, sent
to the Universitics Mission for Central
Africa, describes the capture of a slave
dhow by H. M. 8. Philomel, in circum-
stances rather out of the common. The
dhow was not large, but 42 slaves were
found crowded on board, besides o crenw
of six men and eleven traders, including
the owuer of the dhow. The slaves were
mostly. ‘I noticed,”” writes the Bishop,
“ one little girl and one baby in its mo-
ther’s arms.  The mother was very weak,
and when oune of the sailors took her Laby
to bhelp her ou board the boat =he begnn
to cry, but soon understood it was ouly to
help her.  The sailors are always wost
kind to the slaves, aud full of indignation
aguinst the slave traders.””  When the
Philomel's hoat first reached the dhow
our of the men threatenced the first sailor
to Loeard with a revolver, but resistance
was, of course, hopeless, aud he thought
Letter of it. Soon the whole 89 people
were oa board the Philomel, a hole was
kuocked in the bottom of the dhow, and
in three-quarters of an bour from the time
she was hoarded all was over, and nothiug
was left of her but o few poor ruts swim.
ming hopelessly about in seurvch of o home.
The heauty of the liberty the Uniop Juck
represents, is that those who benelit by it

do not regard it as a monopoly,

We reproduce in another column an ar-
ticle from the Ottawa Citizen on the ap-
pointment of Mr. Willred Cumpbell to the
charge ol the records braneh of the mili-
tia depurtment, and we heartily eudorse
every word the writer of the Ottawa pa-
per has written.  Mr. Campbell’s litcrary
wmerit is well known aund if his appoint.
wment means that he is going to combine
the unconnected records in the department-
al pigeon holes into a connected history
of the Canandian militin, the foree and all

who really take any interest in Canadian

history are to be congratulated and Mr.

Camphell is just the owe to do it. Mr.
Brymner has done much splendid work in
this connection, but much remains to be

done.
L 3 * L L

A Kingston papersays: **In a few days
Sergt. Major Stroud, ** A’ Battery, will
have served 21 years in Her Majesty's ser-
vice. #f he were discharged to-morrow he
would mot receive a pension, because re-
tired Canndian soldiers

nized by the Government.”

are not recog-

There is no-
thing very new in the information con-
tained in this paragraph as to the ab-

sence of & pension system in our perma-
ucnt service, but it is just as well to have
this disgrace brought to the attention of
thepublic as often as possible, for the pub-
iic after all can be depended upon to see
that justice is done to its defenders. Owr
permancnt corps, as it is, are a credit to
Canuda, but they would be much improved
il an c(iuitnblc. pension system were estab-
lished, aud we should hear less of deser-
tions. It is now well enough cstablished
sooduess knows, that o small permanent
foree iis o necessity in Canada, and thcﬁ;
can be no excuse for deluying the estub-
lishment 0l & pension system. Beolose it
s 00 late u large tract of public land
should - e sct apart us the nucleus ol o

$
Pewsien fund for the peruiwucut corps. -
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Those who have been attacking Licut.
Col. Smith, commuuding officer of the 14th
Princess of Wales Own Rifles, for his treat-
went of the case of insubordination in his
rtegiment while in Montreal, had better be
wore chary of their eritic.sms until they
wre ‘better informed os to the facts of the
cuses, Licut. Col. Swmith is not only one
of the best officers in the service, but o
lenient owe, while yet a stickler for - re-
gulations.” It is not correct that he
dismissed the nou-commissioned ol’l’ié:s
and wen of No. 6 Cowmpany. e werely
delieved thew from further duty in con-
uection with the egiment, peading  or-
ders from headquarters.  All the pu.per‘.s
aud  correspondence in the wmatter have
goue forward to Ottawa tiarongh the de-
puty adjutaut general. .

*“ENGLAND'S LAMENT.”

“Toll for tae brave I” Ab, not since Cow-
per saug,
Ta. Loyal George, whea round the lund
taere rang
Ouc universal plaint.
Has sorrow stricken thus our sea-girt isle,
With news that ehitls th glow of wowan's
smile
Aud makes the  man's beart fuint !
Lost, lost ! Four hundred giad and gallunt
lives,
At one caaaee stroke! Vainly the spirit
strives
To stand agianst tue shock.
Not summoned swift tofall in battle brave,
Not storw-confowmmded, wirclmed Dbenenth
the wave, .
Or dasaed upon the rock.
Bu: dragged, from adwiral to gunuer, down
To death in peaceful waters, doomed 1o
drown
Unwarned and unware.
Obh, gallaut Tryon! oh, great-hearted host!
England’s lament for English souls so lost
Saddens the summer air!
Toll for tac brave! Aad let o reverent
sigh .
Of silent, but most heartfele sympathy
Rise from cach British breast
For those whose kindred and whose com-
rades true
Bencath the inland ocean's waters blae
. 8Bleep honcred and at rest !

~London Punch.



