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THE MONTREAL BATTALIONS.
- TPle report of tie Major-Gerterai

comnnîanding the Canadian M1ilitia has
naturally been the chief topic of dis-
cussion during thc past mioith amnong
the oficers and nieu of the Montreal
force. It lias, 1 think, been very' gen-
eraidy received iii the v'ery best spirit,
and thereexistsa feeling that eventually
it wilI be productive of good. Tiiere
aire, however, some points aîluded to
by the General wlîich while tlieir truth
cannot be deîîied, migbit have beeni
toned doxvn a littîe, for the fatîît lies at
tbe door of the ïMilitia i)epartnient,
and others upon the slîoulders of tlîe
elîtire Governrnent ; îîot wvhere the
wvords of the General w-ould place
it. As the Getierai first takes up
tue '' Schoois of lInstructionî and P'er-
manenît Corps," and as 1 have beeîi at
orle of tie '' Sclhools," 1 kiow the
opinioni ot the oflicers anîd iîon-conîimîs-
sioned oflicers on soie of the points
Nvliich lie coîîdeniîis. î le comtplaitis of
the great Nvaste caused by desertioîîs
anîd ptrchase ; so thal practicall the
mîajority of' the recruits are iîieîi of a
year's service or less. I have ofteîi
lîcard tîîis f(act disctissed, and the cause
xvas said to bc two-foId :i st, the abisol-
uite waîît of' a future for tlie meni, tlîere
ibeiig. ii0 penisioni as iii the NIouîîited
Police ; 2nd(, tlie worry xvhiclî thîe mcin
experience I'ronm the îîiista kes miade fi%
attaclied oflicers whvlie drilliîîg theîîî.
A sergeaîît iii tic scîîool I was at, wîîo
xvas at onie tinie il Iiii perial soldier,
told nie iupoî one occasioni dit tlle
tiien would rallier drill the whlole day
tinder tlîeîr ownî olficers tîîaî for a brief
hour utider au attaclied oficer. '['lits
cati be readily uîîderstood, for ail officer
iiid(ergoliig, inîstructionî is like a yoing
cliess pîayer-o'îeî mî.kiîîg iîistakes
ini bis iîoves. NIy advice is to givc tlic
officers andc mienî ofthei Permîanîent
Corps tlie sainie pension as flic Mou iited
Police. WVe will tbeîi have fewer
desertiotis, and fe%%er- puttiîg iii ilîir
jwîrclîase niouiey. XVe nînist have a
Cialdy o f permîanient soldiers iii

Canaa. et tie Goveruîîcîît recogiîize
tîîis, and treat tlîeîî as the soîdiers of
every counîtry ini the wvorid are treatedl,
excelit iii Canada. 'l'lie (;eueraî says,
''ýiieir adiniistrative systenli * * *ý Z
is îiarked by a Nvatît of' tuîiforiîîit,. -'
Th'lis 1 have lîcard diiscussed, anîd tlle
reîîuedx- suggested ; wlîiclî was to forîîî
tlîe four conîpaliies of tlîe f nlaîitrv
Sclîool corps iuîto a reginient, wiuli a
coloniel at its liead, wiio %vould lie Ilu-
spector of Iîîfaîîry. Thbis lias bienu
(folle i thie Artillerv, and is, I
helieve, ccrtauîiivN part~ of the re.tsot

for the elliciency of tlue regular batter-
ies aîîd Militia batteries to wliiclî Gcîî-
eral Herbert alludes, for tlîis colonel
is Itispector also of Artillery. 1 hope
that the couniittee of' officers detaileci
to elaborate a sclîcn-ie for- uîîiformity
wvill give at Ieast a passim, tliought to
iiy suggestion. 1 now conie to tlîat
portion of tie report headed ''Active
MNilitia," aîîd 1 have read over certaiîiîv
more thaîî a dozeîî tnies the (ieneraî's
(lefiuiitioii of' the \Volunteer anîd ilie
ïililtia systeîîî, xvutî a view~ of'
tlîoroughly uîiderstaîîdiîîg it, and I
believe 1 have succeeded. l'le 'olui-
teer iii Great Britain is, 1 judge, a milia
who gets îîothing for iiself, but aIl
for his reginietît, wh'Iile the M ihitianuan
gets daiiy pay for service (toile durîng
a certainî îîuîîber of davs. Caîîadct
cieariy tiien lias-as 1 thîiîk il. is ternîed

*aM ilitia force. ''î euriapr
eîîtly con(ieiis the olhicers for requir-
iiîg tîîe mîenî to transi er the wvhole or
puortioni of tis niouiev îîto a regiîîîeuial
or comîpaîiv fund. I t xxould beé bet ter,
certaiiiiy, if titis nmoney reiîiaiiic(I iii the
i)ockets of tlîe 1\'ilitiaîîîai, lbut thîeî tic
besi. is iiot always obtainable. lIiliiîiost
rural battalions I tliink the nioney re-
nmains tic property of' the receiver, but
iii city battaious, xx'iere expenses are
liigh, aiid tlîe great muajoritx' ol' ollicers
ilot mien of xveaît h, it is Pr<îcticaîIIv a
uîccessit v. If thle recruit on joiiiîîg',
lus corps agrees hi so dispose blis fuîîds,
who lias the riglit to ohjcct ? O1licers
and îîîcn aire etirolicd for- tue dIeice ofl
ilîcir cou ntry. I Iliiik 0lie burdenl
shoul(l fail Iîroîîorîioiîatlx' on1 eci. I
faiicy thiat the (iencraI wxilI filid il a
preuty liard niatter to chanige t his pai'-
ticula- point, as earsoffUceis and
mencî beariîig a propori'îouate sliare ofl
the burden. Th'Ie reimaînder of* tîleuce-
port is sucli as niust coliiiiinI it Io ail
mveîi-wishiers of our- national foi-ce, auJi
I aiii sure 1 but re-eclie the senîtimencit
of iot only the Nîoîtreai foircc, bt
also of the public of Nîoutreal, %vhenl i
sa tuhat utiless te li (overiitnent acts oin
Ille suggestionis of thie (;elierai at as
early a date as possible thex- %vill as-
suiiie a lieavy respoîisibilitv.

TIhîe discussions and lle i Iileiiperci
jîroduiced iii the varionis NIontu-cai corr-s
ox-er tue Queeîi's Iirtlidax- iiiatihtuvres
still Conitinues, and( I l'car xvilî i t Ille
end( act iijuriouisIy. If Ille (Icieral

ouiiianhiigtiîinks stch inoveeînt s
lnecessaLrN, iiistead of' thîe uisual review
of tiiat dav', îîlicl iiaiiie of aI I t bat is
fair and reasoiiable wh'y does milt tile
(iovernîîîicîît piav thle, t o t lienii, paît r-'
suitil îîccessav l'or explenses. \'<li cail
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upion the Niontreal officers to put their
liaîîds ilîto tlîeir slini nioney-bags anîd
contribute fromi $2i to $io to entable
theni to go th rou-gh what lI be about
as liardi a day's work as they have put
iii for inany and miany a day.

The various city battalioîîs are bus),
at %voriz preparing for their inspections,
îvhicb, 1 may sav, arc this year îîoi
'iooked forwvard to wvith the saine con-
fidence that the>, formlerly Nv'ere. None
of the regimients are, 1 ltink, shilling
Up li i such goo numibers as 1 would
like. 'l'lie "\'ics," whlo have always
boasted oC "over-streithi," Iooked
vers- wcak- tlie last tiîne 1 saw thenli
mlarch froîn their armioury to the Champ
de Miars.

Max' [(, 18o2

ITEM!S.

I t is announccd Iiat Col. T. J.
Walsh xviii retire front active service,
and lias resiiîiedl bis comnmand of the
6,,rd Rifles. 'l'lie colonel bas beenl
ovei 3 i years in the regiiment ; lie \vas
enrtolled 8di February, 1861 ; proinîoted
to (i e ratik of' sertreant .281 h *J uly, 1865;
%vas on active service ditrin.g Illc Felîiani
i-a1id ; proîîîoted 1clu-sr4ai 22iid
j uîv, 1 8o8 ; eîîsiL-1, i 7th INlav, 17
captain, 231-d Oct ober, 1ý74 ; nlalor,
201h1 1uuii88o ;, served as junlior-
mlaJoî- of' t be Iaiitxprovi sioîîal biat-
t alion at tflic N or-tli-\\vcst du riiîi. flie
Riel rebltlioni ol' î88N and xvas pro-
inîoted liu1nn clie 811 b \pril,
lx()(). I ieu .-(ol . \\'as lias also
liecli a success'i i nli siiot ; aiolig
otlil br flnes bie blas hieln a1 wviilner
ofthIe p)resîdenýit 's prize ai 1 ). R. A.
01 ta\\a. and of (lie finaI tif' tlle 1. N.A.
cliallL'il;,c igoid fnieda I ; lie is also tlle
holdcr 'iof several othlir mled:îas.

No epn is o lie spai-ed in fittiiî,
uli t Ille Irg menl- 0l aIbnfI lle 48t11

1l igrllîlters. Tl'le best inlst riîuments
and iîîost br1illialit iîlifornîls bave ai'cad)y
beeîî ordcred, anld Ir(iifî--bre
bandnl(iaster- ot* t lie Il. NI1. 021 iid

rc',î iî (si P~at talion), xwil]ltake
charge. This is as il slbou Id be. A\
rîclily-uîiiit'Ornîied aindvl-trie ialid
i sa poefi *tct ot.e il îî i recru it s
andminani Ille eflicietic\. (il a
corps. \Vîîlî le%% excepi Iotus, (ie besi

b~îsii Ille (.)ueeîî\ service beicong 10
i-cgi iîîen is of* xvci-eartned reptai ion l'or*

poplaît.yet h*cilccv and valotir.

The i vlb, I laiîîiltoîî, w~ill parade xviîh
thle 48111 Il igblaiîders, a1 T 'rou i o, on
lIir NI ajesî vs natal day, on t lic occasion
ol' illc îîre-sît ali on ol* colouirs t o tlle
4811l1, 1w I ,or\ Stanlv. .\ lar' ur-
out of Illec forîîîerI corps ,-teeted Coi.
(bbisoîî at Ille D rilIl I l last Fridlav
evencing t lie colours wvere t rooped, anîd

soile geier1 biattaiion drill cfried


