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ABDOMINAL PAIN.*

13 yJ. H. MIUSS E R) M. D., 0 F P li ,A DeJ1. 11IA.

(Publislied conctirrcnitly wvith .1uerjcan Mekdicine hy kindc permnission or Authior.)

\Vith the limitations that must be placeci on ail subjective
symiptomis, pain.is the one whIichi more than ail others leacis to
thec recognition anci localizationi of clisease %vithin the abdomen.
Fortunatte is the physician. who -lias the aid of a patient withl clear
intelligence to describe thi character, Hie mnode of onset, the
localizatioîi, tlhe direction, of transmission, the associa-
tion with al1tereci fuîîctioîî, and the mnîy qualities of thIis
valuiable clinical e.xpressioli of clisease. Unfortuiiately, too often,
whIen tue aid of thie patieîît is iîeedeci tue nîost, as in the toxic
perioci of typlîoicl fever, it avails îîot as it should.

ASSOCIATE EXPRESSION 0F 1AN

Spasn. of M1uscls.-The occurrence of spas-nt of muscles,
relateci by îierve supply to the organic lesion wrlicli cauises the
pain, as, iidicatecl by ri-osisttancc, is of areat aid in the localization
of the lesion. 'No more valuable indication of the occurrence of
irritation or inflamnnîation exis.ts than tlîis syniptom. 0f much

*That portion of the symposium on abdominal pain assigned to the author-
abdominal pain in general aý1îc that due to disease of the stomnacli, liver and
pancreas. Presented to the Nei%' York State Medical Associationiat the meet-.
ing in Albany, January 26th to 28th, 1904.


