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REAL, FRIDAY, FEB. 11, 1858,

NEWS OF THE WEEK.
THE Jast accounts from Europe would seem to
indicate 2 momentary suspension of the war panic

policy of tlie” Brown-Darion Minatrj—the poe-
tic merits of Mr. McGee’s lately .published . col-
lection of Ballads—the Ryerson frauds, and the
immunity of which, thanks to the present Mumnis-
try, the delinquent is assured—these, with some
| fifty thousand olher topics all -as unconnected
with the one question at issue—it. e., the pro-
priety of accepting as final the decision of the
Imperial Government on the Seat of Govern-
ment Question—have formed the subject matter
of the long-winded discourses which honorable

members have deemed it their duty to inflict upon

the commumty since the opening of the Session.

Nor do we see any cure for the evil, or any pros-

pect of checking the fearful incontinence of
words with which our legislators are troubled,

except m an immediate reduction of their sala-

ries.  Six dollars a day per head for members of
Parliament, is a monstrous burden upon the fi-

nances of the country, whilst the irrelevant twad-

dle in which they indulge 15 an insult to the sense

of the community.

Though we have not space to report the several

occasioned by the French Emperor’s menacing
fanguage to the Austrian Ambassador, the blus-
terng tone of the King of Sardinia’s speech, and
the revolutionary attitude of the North of Ttaly.

The q'!\'.z:;:js believes, or affects to believe, that

there 1 Titde danger of an Italian imsurrection ;

it says:—

¢ Plye Milanese in 1850 are pretty much what they
have been any time during the last ten years.--very
full of murmurs and sneers sgainst the Austrian rule,
very skilful in putting petty slights on the Austrian
authorities, and not careful to confine the socinl war
1o the sterner sex; great in deserting opern boxes
when au Archduke happens Lo be preseaf, or affect-
ing to e engaged earneatly iu conversation when an
Auztring lady might clalm o recognition of lier pre-
gence. They know how to weur o liat seditiously,
show aspirations for liberty by the tie of a cravat, or
express their views of an Italian future by pufling
only Diedmontese cigars. But thizigsll, and it i3
nothing morc than they did last year, and will pro-
bably do for many a year longer. Any appearance
of o meditated rebellion does not exist, A placard
may be posted up during the night by a man who
rans oft immedintely, or a patriotic ery may be ut-
tered when there are only Italinns to hear it; bat
that tbere has Leen any braving of the Austrian
power, nuy menace of popular nsing, any refusal of
obedicnce ta the police ar the taxgatherer, i3 the
grossest misrepresentation.  Whetber voluntarily or
not, the French and their ally have imposed on the
credulity of Europe; but how the Sardinian Monarch,
who ninst rememder the events of 1848, can lelieve
in apopular insurrection in Lombardy, passes concep-
tion.”

A telegram announces the somewhat sudden

death of the King of Naples, after a few hours’
iliness. but the report is not confirmed.  Ta other ‘*
respects, the news from Ilurope is of little in-
terest.

The result of the secret examination of the
prisoners imprisoned at Belfast is at last before the
public, and certainly does not seem to justify the
extraordinary measures of the British Govern-
ment. The ¢ Secret Socielies” now appear to
be of the most insignificant dimensions, and the
conspirators, a parcel of silly beardless boys, who
met occasionally in taverns to drmk whiskey, and
talkk treason. ‘That such societies should exist, is
to be deplored ; but their existence is but the in-
evitable consequence of the growth of Orange-
ism. There is nothing of importance from the
disturbed districts in India; but Lord Clyde’s
tactics are becoming the subject of much hostile
eriticism. There are marchings and counter-
marchings, but no progress is made towards the
suppression of the insurrection, or the capture of
1ts leaders.

PROVINCIAL PARLIAMENT.

LucisLaTive CounciL.—The proceedings in
this branch of the Legislature have been of little
interest since our last ; with this exception, that
the Ministerial proposition to carry out the un-
derstanding with Quebec, by which the Seat of
Government was to be removed to that City at
the end of the present year, was negatived by a
small majority.

LraigLaTive AsseMBLY.—Tha debate on
the Address, in reply to the Speech from the
Throne, has been prosecuted with much energy
daring the past week. Tho amendment propos-
ed by Mr. Sicotte asserts, as the fundamental

speeches delivered during the course of the de-
bate, we cannot but notice that of Mr. McGee,
which is allowed on all hands to have been one
of the most eflective delivered during the dehate ;
whilst we have no doubt that the Hon. Post-
master-General will long remewmber the castiga-
tion inflicted upon him by the junior member for
Montreal, who in 2 masterly manner exposed the
artifices employed by lis Ministerial opponent to
secure his clection by appealing to the Anti-Ca-
tholic fanaticism of the people of Upper Canada.
As a specimen Mr. McGee read the following
extracts from one of the Ministerial clectionsering
tacards :—

He (Mr. McGee,) lLeld by mere accident in his
bunds one of the hon. genileman’s clecticneering
tlacards, issued the lagt tine he was a candidate.—
The document was headed—* Protestantiam in dnn-
ger ; come to the rescue—vate fur Smith! ! (Lond
Inughfer,) “ My Burnbham i3 supported by Father
Smilin,” & Cuihelie clergyman in the town of Co-
bourg, * who boasts he ¢an return Mr. Burnham by
Lotding up bis right hand.” “Rememwber the civil
butcheries of Romei” This was one of the docu-
mems which the Hon. Postmaster General, who is
opposed to religious dizsensions, ind put forth. Tt
is part of a deep Inid scheme to bring Canadn under
the dominion of the Pope, by means of Separate
Schools  (Loud Langhier.) This was the placard
and the platform of the bon. gentleman when before
the electors.

Strangest of all, it is for the men who make
these appeals to the Protestantism of Upper Ca-~
nada, that the support of the Cathalics of the
Lower Province is claimed, by the friends of
 bons principes!”  Why even George Brown
himself was never more brutal in his desunciations
of Popery than are the leading racinbers of the
present Ministry !

Up to the time of going to press the debate
on the address still continued. Mr. Hogan’s
amendment had been negatived, as also one pro-
posed by M. Archambault.

Tur “ Brown-Dorion Poricy.”—We bave
carefully perused the speeches of the leading
members of the short-lived administration of last
summer, in the hopes of discovering wherein its
policy consisted ; and how it proposed to deal
with the great questions of the day, such as the
¢ School Question,” the ¢ Seat of Government
Question,” and the % Question of Representation
by Population.” The only conclusion at which
we can arrive however, is this—that upon these,
as upon all other important topics, it had no
clearly-defined policy whatever. Mr., George
Brown tells us indeed, that, bad he been allowed
to remain i the enjoyment of his salary, it was
his intention to have * grappled’ with these
questions ; our opinion however from the first
was, and always bas beem, that he and his col-
leagues were determined to shirk them; and in
this opinion we are fully confirmed by their own
official declarations in the present session of Par-
liament.

Take the * School Question® for instance—
(the most difficelt, and incomparably the most
important, of those questions with which any M-
nistry that may be formed, will bave to deal)—

principle of represealative government, the right
of the majority to have their views and opinions
carried out; 2nd, referring to the vote of the
Assombly on the 28th of July last, declares that
the House then ¢ oxpressed its views and opi-
nions on the subject of the Seat of Government
in the ovdinary and constitutional exercise of its
privilege.”

T'¢ this amendment, another amendment was
subsequently moved by Mr. Hogan, seconded by
Mr. Wallbridge, to the following effect :—

5t 'Wa fecl it onr duty to express ourdevoted attach-
ment to Her Most Graeious Majesty, and our grati-

{ude for the interest she has taken in the welfare of

Her Canadian subjects by selecting the City of Ot-
tawa as the future Seat of the Provincial Govern.
ment ; but we would at ihe same time, respectively
bog lorve to submit 1o your Excellency that the Fed-

eral Uuion of all the North American Colonies bav-,

ing been moved by your Excellency's Conatitutional
advisers to the Imperial- Government, and also to
the Governments of the other Colonies which, stiould
sush & Union take place, might be desirous of hav-
ing a voice in the selection of a Seatof Government, !
it is-inexpedient at presont to take anysteps towards
the erection of public buildinga at Ottawa.” l

Tt is impossible within our limits to give any '
ahstract of the desultory debate, to winch the
discussion of the original motion, and the amend-
ments thereunto proposed has given nise. The
re.'apective advantages of Montreal and Ottawa
as ‘the permanent Seat of Government— the

and the declarations of the “ Brown-Dorton® ad-

i ministration as to its intentions towards it ; and
! jts incompetency to deal with that question, is at

once apparent. It was agreed”—so we are
pow informed—* to take the question up, and
after examining the systems in vogue io Belgium,
Ireland, Prussia, &e., to introduce into our com-
mon school system such amendments as might
seem pecessary.” Ia other words, it was agreed
to cvade the question ; and under the pretence of
“ grappling” with it, to postpone, indefinitely,
its discussion and settlement, whilst inquiries were
being made into the school systems of other coun-
tries ; systems utterly inapplicable to the circum-
stances of Upper Canada; and all open to the
same objections as those which Catholics urge
,.oginst the system now actually in operation in
- that sectinn of the Province. ‘

For the main objection against that system,
and one which is conclusive in so far as Catholics
are concerned, against it, and against the school
systems of those countries from which we were
‘to borrow * such amendments as might seem
necessary”—is this ; that it, and they, are rom-
mon or mized school systems ; and that all such
systems of educalion are repugnant to, and have
been once'and for ever condemued by, the Catho-

lic Churchi.” Evéiy tne. i _(be slightest degree

acquainted with the public declarations of the

or' commion “schools—no matter ‘what may be
taught therein, . or how conducted—that the Ca-
tholic Church objects; and that no possible or
conceivable modification of a common or mized
system, can mitigate our bostility towards it, or
induce us to regard it with an eye of favor.—
An essential condition of any and every system
of public education to which we will ever give
our support, is a provision for ¢ separate,” as ap-
posed to  common™ or ¢ mized” schools. In
the plenitude of our rights as parents, we declare
that we will not—so help us Ged—that we will
not allow our children 1o be educated, either by
Protestants, or 2ith Protestants; that in this
matter we are answerable to God,and to Him
alone ; and that we will histen to no compromise,
and will allow no one,no buman auathority, no
matter how constituted, to dictate to us therein.
The Catholic, or professing Catlolic, whe can
talkk of so modilying a © common® or  mized”
system of educalion, as (o make it “tolerable to
Catbolics, must be either a simpleton or some-
thing worse.

What then must be our opinion of these who
twaddle aboeut reforming our actual system by
importations from Prussia, Belgium, Ireland or
elsewhere—as if it were merely to the details,
and not to the fundamental prisciple, of all
“comamnon” or ¢ mized” education, that Catbo-
lics obiject T Lither that they are grossly igno-
rant of the state of the * Schoal Question,” as
betwixt Catholics and Protestants, and therefore
intellectually incompetent to legislate thereupon ;
or that they are for party purposes prepared to
sacrifice our riglts as pareals, and to wmake abne-
gation of their duty as Catholivs ; and are, there-
{ore, morally unfit for the office of legislators,
and altogether unworthy of our support.

At the same time, and in justice to the late
Brown-Dorion Administration, we must admit
that the scheme of looking for mmnendments to
the Upper Canada School Laws in the School
Laws of Ireland, was by no means original on
their part; but was borrowed from the policy of
their Munisterial predecessors. Though Ministers
and their organs may to-day reproach the
“ Brown-Dorion” Admmistration with a design
of importing the Irish systein into Canada, they
themselves some two years ago entertained some-
what similar views on the School Question ; and
in the Prlot of the 2Ist August, 1856 —then as
now a docile Ministerial hack—we find the fol-
1owing sigmificant hints upon the Separate School
system, and its remedy :—

* The adminisiration,'—suys the Pilof, under the
nbove mentioned date—*"strong enough to abolish
this (the Separale) systent, and estnblishone in which
every boy could receive o practical eduecatiou ; that
wounld allay or eradicate its vicea ; and in place of
nourishing though coliaterally, disanion, distrust,
aad discord, enconrage and cultivate the more Christ-
inn feelings of forbearance and respect, would confer
on the people of Canada & bleasing invaluable to us,
and to our children. Ji hus been done in Ireland, end
may be done here.—Pilot, Augast 21, 1856, (The
Italics aro our own.)

Now this was just what the Brown-Dorion
Administration profess to have had in view; and
it is therefore entitled, in so far as the Pzlot and
its Ministerial patrons are concerned, to the
praise due to these who design well. Mr.
Brown it seems picked up the cast-aside gar-
mets of his predecessors in office ; and it is really
too bad that the latter should now condemn irn
bim, that which originated with themselves.—
With Catholics, however, the case is different ;
and we, at least, are justified m looking upor ali
as alike our enemies, who endeavor to impose
upon us, or perpetuate asy modification of, a
“ common® or “ mized”’ system of education.
. Plain speaking is at all times a salutary prac-
tise ; but above all upon a question of such trans-
oendant importance as the education of our child-
ren, and at a time when men, who from their
position ought to know better, will still persist in
talking as if it were possble so to modify a
% common’’ or ¢ mized” system of education
as to render it accoptable to Catholics. Tt is for
this reason then, that we assert that the most ob-
jectiopable feature of all those systems from
which the awendmeats to our Upper Canadian
sjstem were to bave been borrowed is this— that
they are commos or mived systems; that to
no such system will we ever give our approba-
tion; and that the total separation of Catholic
children from Nan-Catholic ehildren, in the
School as in the Church—in education as in reh-
gion—is, and ever mll be, an indispensable con-
dition of any school system for which we Catholics
will ever submit to be taxed.

Tus ANNIVERSARIES. — In this country,
Christmas Pantomimes, the fantastic tricks of
Harlequin, tbe sprigatly Columbine, and the rich
drolleries of Clown and Pantaloon are almost un-
known. Yel are we not without our’ winter
amusements ; and the farce which reverend buf-
foons in black coats and white chokers annually
re-produce on the boards of the Wesleyan Me-
tbodist Theatre in Great St. James Street, is
warth all the Christmas pieces of Covent Garden
or Drury Lane. Not even Joe Grimaldi of co-
‘mie memory, in his happiest moments, was more
droll, or mirth-provoking than are the greasy sen~
“'sual looking “ mex of God” who figure at the

Catholic Church, must know that it is-to mized.

.;Moﬁt'zjeal Auni versaries ; and in every conceivable
variety of nasal intonation denounce the ¢ Man

the head of the  Scarlet Woman of Babylon.”
It may be, and indeed bas been, objected that
there is a sameness,a want of variety in the
amusements given by the Montreal Evangelical
troupe; that they vary not from year to year;
and that we have always the same old jokes, the
same  touching appeals,” the same  consolations
in the past,”” and the same “ Jively hopes® for
the future. 'This complaint is no doubt only too
true, and the proceedings df the past week were
no exception to the general rule. We may,
therefore, be excused if we give but a very cur-
sory glauce at them and the prominent actors.
The only thing indeed worlhy of being put on re-
cord is the following, which we find in the Mon-
treal Witness’ notice of the aunual Farce play-
ed with great applause by the French Canadian
Missionary Company. Our cotemporary says :—
% The mecting of the French Cunadian Missionary
Society has on former years been characlerised ‘oo
much by controveraial speeches, which, however true,
jarred a little upon the tender feclings of love and
compassion for perishing souls which the previous

meelings bad excited; but this yenr no discordant
note was struck.”

In other words, if there was as much misrepre-
sentation, there was a little less blackguarding
tian usual 5 and above all, warned by repeated
exposures, the several speakers were careful not
to indulge in the dangerous luxury of * ¢he lie
with a circumstance.””  'This of course detract-
ed very much from the interest of the proceed-
ings ; but upon the whole it was no doubt the
most prudest course to adopt, and one to whieh
we expect our evangelical friends will for the fu-
tnre adbere.

"The finances of our reverend Buloons do not
secem by their own Report to be wm a very
Aourishing conditiou ; but this, sceing that they
liave no fonger the funds of a ¢ Savings Bank”
to fal} back upon, and that their Jeading men no
longer enjoy their former opportunities for rob-
bing the public, is not to be wondered at.—
Lheir total income was put down at $10,048;
their annual expenditure at $10,008 ; and their
debt at $1,600 ; so that unless something speedi-
ly ¢ qurny up™ in their favor - -as My, Micawber
would sauy—their * swaddling” operations will
have to be suspended.

Tt seems further that ithe number of children
by thein inveigled into the “Swadd/ing™ estab-
Jishment at DPoint Awz-Trembles amounts to
94 ; that the cougregation at the same place
“ numbers 73, exclusive of pupils, of whomn 22
are communicants. These,” adds the Montreal
Witness, “ with about one hnndred pupils make
the largest French Protestant Congregation in
Canada.” Aitogether it would appear that the
Society has about 281 children in its hands un-
dergoing the process of perversion ; and that
the aggregate congregations average about 500.
Considering the amount of money annually ex-
pended ; and comparing that amount with the re-
sults as evinced by the above statistics—we think
that we are fully justified in applying to the pro-
ceedings of our farcical friends of the French Ca-
padian Missionary Society, the words of the old
adage, “ Much cry, and little wool.”

There is, however, an amount of work done by
the Society—insinuates its Report—avhich can-
not be expressed in figures, or laid down in terms
of dollars and cents. 1, in substance it 1s said,
we have but few coaverts to boast of, we have
at least shaken the faith of inany simple Aabitans,
in the doctrines of the Catholic Church; if we
have made but trifling additions to the frequent-
ers of the converticle, we liave at all events con-
tributed towards swelling the ranks of the wfidels,
and in so far have done the work of our great
master the devil. ¢ Confidence in Rome is
shaken”—we are told—“ much more extensively
than the number of actual converts ;” and so our
friends have the consolation of knowine that the
cause of Protestantism or Denialism 1s ;dvancing
-at a far more rapud rate than the increase to the
numbers of pupils at Pointe Auz-Trembles, or
of devout—worghippers in their meeting-house,
would seem to indicate,

Upon the whole, however, we have every rea-
son to be satisfied with the Report of the Freneh
Canadian Dlissionary Society, as a convincing
proof of how hittle barm the Socity i3 doing, and
of the general morality of the people of Lower
Canada. DProtestantism never thrived, never
yet made any progress amongst a people whose
morale ere pure; amongst whom honesty,
chastity, and temperance were beld in estimation ;
whilst on the other band, an inpure, and corrupt
population always holds out prospects of casy
triumph to the Protestant Missionary.

Of the addresses delivered upon the oceasion
of the Aomversary, and after the reading of the
Report, we have left ourselves no room to speak.
Suffice it to say that they were characterised by

twaddle. A Mr. Fraser gave out a capital comic
song, begwning, “ Avenge O Lord thy slaught-
ered saints whose bones,” &e., with great effect ;
and a doxology, as they call it, intoned in the
regular “ We won’t go home till morning”
style, concluded the evening’s entertainment,

Tug Lay or THE ANCIENT SUPERINTEN-
pENT.—There are men who are, as it were,
doomed to expiate their manifold oflences by pub-~
lic acts of confession of their wrong doings ; and
to seek solace for their wounded spirits in be-
stowing their tediousness upon the ears of an un-
sympathising public. So was it with the « An-
cient Mayiner” of whom Coleridze sang; so

also is 1t with our reverend Supertendent of

of Sin) and invoke the wrath of heaven upon

the usual amount of imbecility, unveracity, and-

‘Education for Upper Canada. He is doing pes

| nance for' his frauds, through the columns of thg

Torcnto press; and the Canadian public is the
unfortunate * wedding guest” upon whom he
pousces, and whom he compels to listen to Lis pi.
tiful story. S
By his own showing the Reverend Superinten-
dent is an old man, and a much wronged man,—
His fraudulent appropriations of the interest gc-
cruing upon public monies entrusted to him for

defraying the expenses of the Educatiopal De. °

partment of his section of the Province, and by
him deposited in the Bank of Upper Canada,
may, in the eyes of profane persons, ignorant of
the privileges of the saints, and strangers to the
blessings of evangelical Methodism, appear but
little removed from what the world terms swin.
dling ; but, as narrated and commented upon by
the ¢ Ancient Superintendent” himself, are made
to assume the aspect of acts of almost heroic
virlue, and stoical self-denial. The “ Three per
cent.” upon deposity of public monies, and which
he appropriated to his own use, becomes upder
his magic touck a Lioly thing ; and the resolution
of the Legislature in virtue of which he was
compelled to disgorge bis long arrcars of plun-
der, seems to us, as we listen to the sophistical
pleadings of the outraged official, an act of heart-
less cruelty, not to s.y of ruthless sacrilege.—
Sucli is the skil! of the old inan eloquent, viadi-
cating his peculations against the strictures of the
G'lobe, and its uuprincipled editor, Mr. George
Brown,

Well, we are not disposed to be very hard
upon the reverend  delinquent. Judged by the
very low standard of morals that obtains in Cana-
da, and compared with his official cotemporaries
the Chief Superintendent of Education for Up-
per Canada, if no better, does not seem to be
worse than other men. In a wore than half
Yankeefied community such as that of Upper
Canada it would be absurd to Jook amongst its
public men for specimens of chivalrous integrity,
or high-minded contempt for dishonestly acquired
wealth. Here, as in the United States, the
« Al meghty Dollar™ is the God of every man’s
idolatry, the Baal before whom all must bend the
knee. ¢ Smartuess,” not honesty, is the virtue
for which men are most esteetned on this Conti~
pent; and all that can be said against our reve-
rend Supe rintendent of Jducation is, that in mat-
ters of dollars and cents he is just as sinart as
those amongst whoin he lives and moves, and has
his being.  He has been unfortunate in s spe-
culations lately ; that is, he has been detected,
and compeiled to disgorge his plunder; but this
is the only difference that we can detect betwixt
him and his brother efficials,

‘This we say is the best apology thai can be
urged in bebalf of the reverend Chief Superin-
tendent ; and to this he would, therefore, have
confined himselt bad be been wise ; had he not
heen as it were possessed with a “cacoethes
scribende,” and an irresistible impulse to dis-
burthen bis conscience before the public. The
following defence of the « Ryerson Frauds,”
which we extract from a lengthy communication
over the signature E, Ryerson in the Toronto
Colonist of the 7th inst., will, we fancy, do him
but little good :—

This is the whole question. [ submitto my reag-
er, that in case a neighbor or company should place
in his hands £1,000 or £10,000 with o request that
he wonld pay it outfrom time to time for certain
purposes, he. being responsible for the snfe keeping
ag well as the due payment of such money, though
receiving no remuneration for his responsibility and
trouble, whetkr lie would not feel himsell’ entitled to
any sllowauce & bank might grant him for the de-
pogit of such money, and whetber he would fecl him-
self in duty bound to pay out in behalf of the neigh-
ber or company more money than he recceived from
them ; and whother he would not feel that he pbad
equitably and faithfully performed bis duty in paying
on their bebalf & thousand pounds for every thousand
pounds he had roceived from them.

This is not “the whole question;” for the
reverend Chief Superintendent forgets, or rather
purposely omits, one very important feature there-
ofy, and ene which essentially affects the whole
question at issue. e was the lired and salaried
servant of the public ; paid, and handsomely paid,
for his trouble in paying out from time to time
the money by them entrusted to lim for defray-
ing the oxpenses of his Department; and his po-
sition wag therefore in no wise analogous to that
of an unsalaried person, undertaking to take
charge of, and pay out, a sum of money placed
in Ius bands by a neighbor. The latter would
ro doubt have a right to exact a commission as 2
remuneration for his trouble ; but the public ser-
vant in receipt of a salary has no night to levy
toll upon public monies passing through his
hands, because by his salary he has aiready been
amply remunerated for all work by him done.

Our Reverend « Ancient” is far more success-
ful in attacking the character of Mr. George
Brown than in defending his own ; and we can
heartily approve of every epithet which he ap-
plies to the latter, believing as we do—aad upon
the strength of the old adage-—that when two

‘such personages as the Reverend Mr. Ryerson

and Mr. George Brown fall out, honest men have
a chance of coming by their own. Indeed, as a
specimen of the © Pot and Kettle” style of vitu-
peration, we believe that the following extracts
from our Chief Superintendent’s letter in- the
Colonist, cannot be excelled :—

. “lam thankful’—gsy8 the writer after enumerat-
ing bis many infirmities—% I am thank{ul that under



