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TALKS TO

" - One of our most esteemed Catholic
Sacred Heart
indicated a

contemporaries—*‘The
. Review''—has recently
great lack in the methods of our va-

rious Catholic societies. The princi-
pal lack pointed out is unity of aim.
There is an immense amount of truth
in the contentions of the writer of
. that article. He says that our Cath-
olic organizations should all be Cath-
olic Truth Societies. ¥However, they
-may differ as to olher nims amdl ob-
jecls. This is samclhing upon which
they should agree. And the article
proceeds Lo cxplain in this way :—

“TForesters, Knightis of Columbus,
Catholic Knights of America, Iliber-
nians, and all the rest, when arc you
going to combine for the defence of
the Church whose teaching and prac-
dice are so often misstated or at-
tacked day by day through ignorance
or malice in nearly every secular
newspaper in ihe country? When are
you going Lo unile in an aggressive
campaign of cducation against that
ignorance of the truth and the heau-
1y of the Church, which prevails to-
day so widely not only among I'ro-
testants, bLut even in our ranks ?
When are you going to insist upon
higher ideals of Jiving among your
members, so that the Church's teach-
ing may be more fully exemplified by
them ?  Hhen are you going to for-
get whatever differences may divide
you, and Dbecome as one solid phal-
anx in spreading abroad among your
pon-Catholic fellow citizens who hate

or fear or misunderstand the Church.
of

ithe light of Lknowledge and
truth ?2°°

This iscolation of each of our so-
cictivs is only too apparent, and

has Leen the frudiful source of count-
less failures that otherwise might
casily huve boen successes, Ino other
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words, there is an absence of mutual
agreement, of entire undersianding,
of inter-dependence, and of emula-
tion. Each organization, to place it
mildly, is so absorbed in its own im-
medinte necessities, requirements,
a.ims: and ambitions, that it can
find no time to consult with any
other association on questions of
general interest, ihe consequence is
that, while each one yields a small
fraction of influcnce, Lliere is no con-
cenlration of that influence, no irans-
forming of it into a power. We will
not go as far as to say thal petly
jealousies and ungenerous rivalries
have as vet made Lheir appearance in
but if our societies

this country ;
continue much Jlonger in their es-
trangements, such  will cerlainly

creep in, and eventually do as much

injury to the Catholic cause here,
as they have done in the United
States.

When there is question of a  St.

Patrick’s Day parade, we find dele-
gatc-s from each organization meeting
to consult and lo draw plans for the
celebration. Why could not such dele-
gates, or others, be appointed per-
manent, for cach year, and have re-
gular meetings every three or four
months ? At surh general meetings,
or congresses of the societies, all
matters of a nature to affect Irish
Catholies in  pgeneral could be re-
viewed and discussed, on the
return of the delegates to their re-
spective societics, the resulls of such
deliberations could be plaeed before
them and made the basis of action in
This would our
purposce ;

and,

many minor affuirs.
societies have a unity of
and while each one would pursue its
own aims after its own methods, the
dgeregaty influence of them all would
v e o trememdoas effect upon the -

tire of our people in Canadi.

HEROIC SISTER AND PUPIL.

AP P44
1t is somefimes given us to record | pital, wlhere  three physicians, Ly
seenes that hurrow the soul even ol |lueans of artificial  respiratlion, en-
. o up |devored {o osave them, but the Sis-

the reader, so swl, 0 pPathetie, so ) & ‘ o . ! .

Ll beautiful are they Lo con {ter died  within  five minules and
;80 bee are thes - . . . .
noble, =0 I Mary Ioley, the child, died fiteen

template. The accountl ol the recent . S '

b i of  the = T.awrence minutes later. There was  not a
urning : =, .
Q'"loole's parish  school, in St
Louis, furnisles onec of these tragic

and astounding pictures, the cffects
of which are felt even by those wha
merely hear or read the bare recital.
In that fearful conflagration, two
precious iives were lost.

The viclims were Sister Stanislaus,
of the Order of St. Joseph, and a
pupil, Mary Foley, ten Years of age.
*They were in the south wing on the
third floor of the building. and when
they discovered that the building was
on tire they were imprisoned by a
wall of smoke that no one could
penetrate. Brave men, including Ta-
ther DBrennan, the parish priest, were
tirving to rescue them. bhut each fime

they found 1le suffocating  shioke 2
barrjer impassabte, and the Sister
and her pupil. desparing  of  escape,

foll at the foot of a little allar upon
T awhieh there was a crucifix, and tiwere
gbout fifteen minutes later two fire-
men who had elimbed np a  ladder
from the alley found them cmbraced
in death. 13ul life was not yel  ex-
{inct. DBoth the nun and her  child
pupil breathed feebiy. One of the
firemen picked up the nun,  and by
means of a rope lowered her to the
ground. The cether fircinen picked up
ile girl and held ner head out of ihe
window, away from the slifling
smoke, until ihe nun's body had been
lowercd. Then he took out the child,
They were sLill alive, and both were
hurriedly carried to the Pius ITos-

braise nor a _burn on cither_of _their
bodivrs, ’I']u.;\r died of suffocation.
We will not attempt 1o depict the
agony of the little wirl’'s meother, nor
the nndemonstrative grief of the sis-
ter’s, over the remains of {he heroic
‘nun ; no more will we recall the
tears shed by Archbishop Kain, as he
gaced upon that heartrending  spee-
l‘lau‘le. The brave pastor, Tather
Brennan, who had performed wonder-
ful feats, of valor and devotedness,
when questioned, spid (— ’

Tt was the moest forrible experi- ¢

ence of my life, and I hope God will
spare me from another. The little
child and the poor Sister were found
[t'lnsp:-«l in each ather's arms. show-

iing that the Sister thought of  1he
Clittle one's safety ere she did o her
Fawn. A noble death, even  if she
"iiled in her attempt to save  the

i(‘lliicl's Tife."'

[ Here is a theme for pen of poet, for
!]le'n!:i] of artist, for song of bard ;
jhvr'w have all an example— sel in a
Viramework of fire—of the seli-sacrifi-
i cing heroistm of those noble  women,
whose lives are consecrated 1o {iod,
and  to  humanity for {he sake of
God. Need one pray that their souls
may rest in peace . There is no need
to pray for the baptised infant that
God has taken away in ils  whitle
robe  of innocence ; there is no nced
to pray for the martyr whose soul
goes Jorth crimsoned with the regen-
crating glow of sanctity,

IGNORANCE IN CATHOLIC COUNTRIES,

+++ 43

We have been reading o lengthy ar-
ticle, in which the greatest living
authority on statistics— Mr. G,
NMullhall—is quotled in suppori of the
contention that Catholic countries,
all circumstances Leing equal— arve
not inferior, educationally or other-
svise to Protestant countrices. l.eav-
ing nside all the introduclory re-
marks, the guestion of Treland, It-
aly, Spain and other swaller  coun-
iries being brought up, the writer
scttles beyond dispute, the old argu-
ment, still in use amongst ill-in-
formed and very prejudiced I'rotest-

ants concerning the ignorunce proj-
agated Ly the Church. laving  cur-

tailed the greater part of his imporl-
ant stalement, we will give 1the re-
maining porlions to our readers. It
is as follows (—

L ]

IRELAND.—Though & Calholic
country, Ireland is under a Drolesi-
ant government. England, for necarly
200 years, 1ried to make the Irish
people Protestants, The means they
employed were, first, murder; ihen

robbery, and finally, ignorance. Crom-
well consigned all the Irish  Catho-
lies “to hell or to Connaught.” The
penal  Taws confiscated the property
of Catholies and forbade them to own
real cstate, 1o tuke a lease or to pos-
sess o horse over the value of §20,

alty of transportation, and a Catho-
Tic parent who sent his child out of
the country 1o be edincated was first
fined and then outlawer.

These facts are stated Dby ITenry
Barnard, 1L1.1., the first  United
States connisstoner of education, in
his Journal of Education, vol. xi., p.
134

“Until the Deginning of this con-
iury the Catholics, who constituied
fowr-fifths of the population in Ire
land, were nol only not permitted Lo
endow, conduct or teach schools, but
Catholic parents even were nol,  per-
mitted to educate their children
abroad : and it was made an offence,
punished by tmnspof‘tntion (and if
the party returned it was madc high
treason), in any Catholic 10 act as

a schoolmaster, or even as a tutor
in a private family."”

Hence, if the older generation of
Irishmen 'in this country was illiter-
ate the reason was that the English
Protestant government made them il-
literate. The middle generation was
less illiterate because the Irish Cath-
olics were winning back their ancient
rights. There will be no illiterates
among the new generation, for equal~
ity at least in primary education is
now gained.

ITALY, the figures for Italy and
Portugal are; in the Mulhall tables,
00 and 54. These are the lowest of
the couniries given. What is the
reason? It cannot be then religion be-
cause we saw that other Catholic
countries compared well with DPro-
testant countries. What, then, is the
cause 7

In Italy the causes are well known.
This has been o disastrous century
for the peninsula. 1he beginning of
the century saw it the theatre of
Napoleon's wars. The middle of it
saw it oppressed by foreign cnemies
and agitated by domestic revolu~
tions. The cnd of it sees Lhe nation
groaning under a burden of taxation
becoming toc heavy Lo bear. When
a country is thus distracted, it is
not surprising that school attendance
should 1all off.

Moreover, it must be remembered
that Italy is the home of art and

culture now as she has been in the
past. Foom her came the impulse

which made our modern civilization.
Her libraries, her art galleries, ler
palaces, her churches, draw men
from every race and creed and coun-
try. They are all the works of her
own sons, she owes nothing to out-
side influences.

In Rome, the city of the popes,
there has Leen a system for free edu-
cation since 15097, In  the ’dQ's, !

laing, o Protestant travelling was
“in Nome. Ie wrote then :

“In eovery strect in Lome, for  in-
cstaree, there are at short  distances
tpiiblic primary schools for the educa-
“tion of the children of the lower and
\;mi(l(ilu classes in fhe neighborhood.
Rote, With a population of 158,673
souls, has 3572 pnblic primary schools
with 182 teachers and 14,008 chil-
deen atlending them. Ilns LEdinburgh
so mand public schools for the in-
struction ol those classes ? I doubt
it. Berlin, with a population about
double that of Rome, has only 261

schools.”’

In 1860, wlwen the population $
Rome had reached 220,532, there
were 23,905 pupils in the schools,
not counting the university students.
That the rate was not kepl uwp in
the rest of Italy was owing {o the
political troubles which made all
governments  insecure. Still it is
worthy of remark that with all these
drawbacks the number of schools in
Ttaly is still greater than the num-
Ler of schools in Germany.

of

NOMAR HOTES OF IVTEREST,

cenfre of
is the {ocus

Rome is  not only the
Christian unity, but it
Lo which converge all the interesting
Ights of the world. Almost  cvery
vace in the world is represcated  in
the Lternal city. The consequence is,
it is the greatest of news in Murope.
1f you are sufliciently acquuainted and
have the leisure, ¥ou can [(ind out
somelhing  aboul nearly everthing

Catholies could not {each under pen- :

worth knowing in the world— and
vou can find it without going bevond
the walls of Rome. Al present, the

EVEN WHILE
YOUR PULSE
DOES NOT
BETRAY IT,
DISEASE

KEEP GUARD
OVER YOUR
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on MONDAY NEXT, February 19th, when ¥
we will offer for sale our Entire Stock of
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IIoly Year will magnet-like draw
hundreds of thousands of pilgrims to
Rome, they will come from all quart-
ers. The first batch, consisting of the
Ligurians, have returned home; and
a Polish pilgrimage of large dimen-
sions, will reach Rome in the early
part of May. It “will be June, how-
ever, before tlie inflow from all over
Europe and from America and the
Orieat will commence. It is caleu-
lated that abouti one million and a
hali will visit Rome this year. One
of the *ardinals estimates the prob-
able number at five millions ; but
this is out of the guestion. Were they
to tax every mode of conveyance, by
land and sea, to ils utmost capacity,
five millions couid not be carried, by
the regular routes, to Rome. As it
is. there will be no cend of sight. sec-
ing and sight-seers, and an inex-
haustible store of gossip anumunition
will be gathered in tlhe Frernal City
this yeav.

————

The ISmpress of China, who has
Theral
Catholic missionaries,
vicar-Aposiolic of Pe-
with the
ex-

been so in her treatment of

has charged
Mgr. Iavier,
kin, who is now in Rowme,
pleasant duty of conveying ihe
pression of her sentimehls of respect
and veneration to the Sovereign Pon-
tiff. 1lis Iloliness has been  deeply
touched by this message, and has
given Mgr. Favier a present for the
Empress, consisting of & magnificent
porcelain vase, made by the artist
Ginori. Whatever ecffect, great or
small, such an cxchange of courlesics
may have in Rome, it cerlainly must
augur weil for the future of catholi-
city, and of (atholic missionaries in
China.

HEALTH
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& contemporary of Louis XIV;

- r

that occasion the Ceniral Council of

remembers her godfather, the Cheva- (.
| lier de Harsconet, who was born in
1714. She has come in conlact with
The
"!'Pope granled her permission. On the -

occasion of her hundredth bLirthday,
to have mass said in her room.

As an evidence of how members of
ihe Catholic priesthood are ever fore-
most in all the sciences and aris, as
well as in the development of all
that modern invention has Drought
to bear upen the improving social
condition of the world, we may take
from ihe Cutholic press of Italy ‘the
following :—

““Don Perosi is maintaining his
popularity. 1lis musical skill secms
to bLe winning him increased favour.
On Wednesday evening he arrived at
Naples preparatory to the production
of the “‘Resurrection™ in the Church
of the Gerolomini. He was received
at the station ny Baron Kanzler,
and a committce of the Catholic Uni-
versity Society and other gentlemen.
Impartial critics have been cnthusi-
astic in praising “San Dietro,””
oralorio by another clerical com-
s poser, Father Tlartmann, which has
{ been executed five times in San Carlo
’nl Corso. Ituther ITartmann is a
German, and one of the Francisecans
Minor. Ilis work has been called
magnificent by more ‘than one compe-
tent critic, and it is believed that he
has a great future before him.’”’

S————

As I mentioned before, lome is o
greal centre of Furopean gossips. It
,is a kind of reserveir into which all

| be carefully distributed again to
mankind. TParis is so close now-a-
duys, that it can bLe reached {rom
Rome in a host of ways, and al lit-
ile expensive of time.

I'rom ihere we learn ihat the Rev.
Pere Albert Platel, I'rovincial of the
Socicly of Jesus, Lreathed his last in
Paris on the Teast of the Iloly Name
of Jesus at the residence of the Je-

but sixty-Lwo years of age. Ie had
for seven years ruled the I’uris pro-
vince, displaying singular Wis-
dom and  breatlh of view. As
Master of Novices he had employed
the best gualities of his heart and
mind in raising up worthy spiritual
sons to the great T.oyvola. 1lis death

was that of a saint. The members of
the Communily were around his bed
assisting him with their prayers to
the borderland of the other sorld.

TO BE PREPARED

For war is the surest way for this
nation to maintain peace. That is the
opinion of the wisest statesmen. I
is cqually true that to be prepared
for spring is the best way to avoid
the peculiar dangers of the scason.
This s a -~ lesson multiludes are
learning, and at this time, when the

an |

i the news of {he world is poured to

blood is sure io be londed with nn-
ipurities and to be weak and  slig-
gish, the millions begin to take
1 Hood's Sursaparilla, which puritics,
cnriches and vitalizes the blood, o©x-
pels all disease permms, oreates a
good appetite, gives strength and en-
crpy and puts thie whole system in a
'liealthy condition, preveniing pneu-
monia, fevers, and other dangerous
diseases which are liable Lo attark a
weakened system.

ST. BRIDGET'S NIGHT REIF[GI.

teport for weck ending Sunday,
11th TFebruary, 1900 : Males, 3581;
females, 26 ; Irish, 256 ; Irench, =4
English, 20; Scotlch and olher na-
tionalities, 45. Total, 407.

The D. & L. Emulsion of Cod Liv-
cr Oil may be taken with most ben-
eficial results by those who are run
down or suffering from eafter cffects
of La Grippe. Made by Davis & Law-
rence Co., Litd.

Brethren, life 1s passing; youtb
goes, strength decays, But duty per-
formed, work done for God—this .ﬂh'
ides for cver, this alone is imperislh

able.
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On the 2nd March, T.co XIIT. will isuit Tathers, Rue de Scvres. He was
celebrate his ninctieth birthday. On ;

OB

4

$56.00

%

24492 St. Catherilie Street.

& PATTERSON,

the Society of Itulian Catholic Youth

will have the members of its various

branches hold special eelebrations in

honor of the apged I"onlifl. Since the

approcch of the Pope 1o his nincticth

vear, has been noliced so mmch in the ']

press and otherwise publicly, it is

wonderful how many nonogenarians | Large Bedroom Suite, in White Quartered Oak,
have cropped up. XNearly one ihou-| finest antique finish, extra fine British Plate Glass
sand persons, in France glone, have 4 Beveled Mirror (30 x 40 inehes), in handsome
taken steps to show that they are as Dressing Rureau 4 tt, 6 in. wide, with full swell
old, or older than Ico XIM.  And, front and solid cast brass handles,

Lhis peculiar spirit of rivalry has . T

awakened not a few centenavians in- Regular price $70.00. Special

to activity. One of ihe oldest at! M price for one suite....cooeviiiaianis

presenl conspicuous in Europe  is!

Miss Leonic de Lisle du Fiex. She ! '

was born in 1798, and is in periect RENAUD KING

possession ol all her faculties, She f 652 CRAIG STREET......
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