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upwards. And observable it 1s, that the
siums of money remiited from Ireland to
Great Britain, for rents, ‘interest of
money, pensivns, salariea and profits of
offices, amounted at the lowest compnts-
tion to £1,000,000 yearly, from 1765 to
1773; and from 1773, when_ the tontines
were introduced, those remiltances wexe
considerably increased. Ireland then
pays to Great Britain double the sum
that she collects from the whole world,
in all the trade which Great Britain
allows her. It will be difficult to find a
similar instance in the history of man-
kind.”

“ Notwithstanding the success of the
linen mannfacture in some parts of the
kingdom, the buik of our people have al-
ways continued poor, and in & great many
seasons have wanted food. Can the

~ history of anv other fruitful country on
the globe, enjoying peace [or four-score
years, and not visited by plague or pest-
ilance, produce s0 mapy recorded in-
stances of the poverty and wretchedness,
and of the reiterated want and misery of
the lower orders of the people ¥ There is
no such example in ancient or modern
atory.”

¢ For though it be acknowledged, that
since the ad vancement of the linen manu-
facture the money and the rents of Ire-
land have been greatly increased, yet it
is affirmed, and 1t is a fact of notoriety,
that the lower orders. not of that trade,
are not less wretched. Those employed
in the favored manufacture generally buy
from that country to which they prin-
cipally sell ; and the rise inland is a mis-
fortune to the poor, where their wagea
do not rise proportionally, which will
not happen where manufactures and
agriculture are nol sufliciently en-
couraged. Give premiums by land or
water—arrange your exports and imports
in what manner you will—if you dis-
courage the people from working up the
priocipal materials of their country, the
bulk oi the people must ever continne
misgerable—the growth of the nation will
be checked, and the sinews of the state
enfeebled.”

Since this series of articles has com-
wmenced we have received many expres-
sions of appreciation ; we also have been
told, by a learned gentleman, thut he
does not see the use of copying history,
since every one who has read history
knows all about these questions. We
claim that, in our short life, we have
read a little of [rish history and yet we
are far from knowing all aboul these
questions. Moreover, we doubt if our
critic will find in any history, in any
library in America, exactly the authentic
information herein given. Besides wedo
not collect these rare fragments of docn-
mentary evidence for the benefit of men
“ who know all abgut the matter,” but,
for the majority of our readem, who,
mueh like ourselves, were not acquainted
with these facts until disinterred from
the dust of a centnry’s oblivion.—-Epiror
Trur WiTNESS.

FOREIGN MISSIONS AND A
PRINCELY DEATH,

There is a highly interesting account
in the Annals of the Propagation of the
Faith, of the progress of religion in
Madagascar, Among other passages not
the least interesting I8 one in connection
with the death of one of the princes of
the country, which is told with a naive
simplicity that makes it quite charming
and devont. It xruns as follows:

“Qne of our best Christians, John Bap-
tist Rasoavelo, Lord of Ambohanasine,
of the noble castle of Zazamarolaky
(bighest caste of the Malagasy nobility),
died on August 15, thus going to cele-

brate in heaven the feast of the Assump-
tion of Our Lady. What a beautiful
soul was his, It was not until he was
past 60 that he got to know the true re-
ligion; but his honesty, truly extraor-
dinary for a Malagasy pagan, had opened
the way for him. From that time until
his_death, his venerable head, with its
. white hair and beard, was to be seen in
the midst of the black wooliy heads of
his lower Betsilean vassals as they were
learning the catechism. When he had
found the light he was ever striving to
make it visibie to the eyes of his family
and his people. The church of Ambo-
bhimasina, situated near his residence,
was at two hours distance from his
menakely (fief) of Ambohipo-Ivato. To
spare his young pupils fatigue, he con-
stituted himself gratuitously theirschool-
mauster. The children used to arrive on
Saturday evening, and did not take their
departure till Wednesday. The noble

lord lodged them, had their meals pre-
pared, and conducted them in order to
Mass or to their games.

“His last iliness was the occasion of
much edification. And twice, even three
times a week, we used to go in solemn
procession, headed by the cross, singing
hymna, to bear to him the Bread of the
strong. Seated on his bed, clad in his
most beautiful white robes, he received
his Divine Guest with a faith that as-
tonished the numercus pagans that wit-

nessed the touching sceme. He
never failed to make his pre-
paration aloud, in the form of

an appeal to the Divine King, and his
thanksgivings in the terms employed by
the Malagasy when they offer the Sover-
eign the Hasin Audriana, or homage of
fidelity and vassalage. The devil, being
filled with jealousy, ceased not to barass
him during his iast illness; but whiie he
retained bis senses, John Baptist Rasoa-
velo, continued to fight and repe! the re-
peated attacks of the enemy. In his
simple faith, he desired to bhave a stick
always near his pillow, and would seize
it at each fresh apparition of the tempter
and deal blows right and left until he put
his enemy to flight. I had no difficulty
in persuading him that there existed a
more efticaclous weapon; I quietly re-
moved the stick and put a vessel of holy
water in its place, and then I gave him a
crucifix. From that moment victory was
agsured, but at the price of I know not
how many signs of the cross, sprinklings
of holy water, and ardent kisaes imprint-
ed on the figure of Jesus Crucified.

“On Saturday, August 13, I was sum-
moned in all haste to administer Extreme
Unction and say the prayers for those in
agony. It was just before the Assump-
tion, which was also the feast of the de-
dication of one of my churches. On that
day also they were to be some First
Communion. [ must own that we were
not grateful to the good and noble Lord,
Rasoavelo, for thues saddening the days
of joy by his death. But he, a thorough
gentleman as well as a thorough Christ-
ian, seemed, accordingly to his want, to
guess our desires, and tulfilled them. In
a way that struck all, even the Pagans,
as extraordinary, his agony prolonged
for three days ; and when our feasts were
coming to an end, when the last joyous
chants were dying out, in the evening of
the triumphant Assumption of Qur Lady,
the beautiful soul of John Baptist Rasoa-
velo went, as we hope, to the eternal
fatherland to take part in the rejoinga of
Mary.

“ Amongst the Christian, amongst his
vassals, and throughout the couniry,
tbere was general mourning. When I
arrived on the evening preceding the
funeral a denms crowd was waiting to
pass the night beside the bed of death,
according to the Malagasy custom, a sad
enough usage, alns! I protested agaiust
their shameful practices, and to set in
opposition to them the majesty of the
Christian ceremonies, we resolved to keep
the holy watch by the body. The re-
moval of the corpse at nightfall attracled
the crowd into the vast church of Ambo-
himasina. Upon a catafalque as grand
as our poverty allowed, we placed the
venerated remains by the glare of torches.
The ceremony wag cerlainly striking,
The Pagans themselves were moved, and
they followed with attention our exer-
cisey, prayers, chant, pious readings, the
Way of the Cross and the rosaries, which
continued all night long around the
coftin of this noble and valiant Christiap,
who while living had presided so many
times at our pious mettings in that very
same place. In the morninr, at six, the
Communijon Mass was celebrated in the
presence of all these Christians gatherad
together from ten diflerent districts.
Then Father Meretant sang the Mass of
Requiem, and accompanied the corpse
to its last eaxthly abode.—London Tablet.
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SOME STRANGE AFRICAN RELIGIONS
And the Christian Opposition.

Here are a few lines on the chief ob-
stacles which the Propagation of the
Faith has to encounter in Madagascar:

“The devil, infuriated against the
human race, attacks each individual and
each nation in its weak point,” writes
again Father Fontaine to Mgr, Cazet,
“ A thing that is astonishing and perhaps
unique in the world—Satan has laid
seige to Madagascar and got possession
of it by means of death. Everywhexe
else, if I am not mistaken, where the
enemy has become master of a place and
has closed all means of exit, when all the

ways to safety have been stopped, death
stifl remains as & lagt hope. How many

notorious reprobates have been converted
at the lsst hour! But it is, on the con-
trary, through death itself that the Mala-
gasy are lost. The serious illness pre-
ceding the last moments place, as a fact,
these poor people at the mercy of
sorcerers, the only doctors—] was almost
going to say the only priests—formerly
known in Madagascar. Through them
the devil gets possession of the dying and
of their families, while making them aub-
mit to the most detestable practices.
One of these, that of the satemanga. con-
gists in wild dances, cold baths, and in-
numerable ignominies in the presence of
an immense crowd and tp the sound of
savage music. Then, toremove all ideas
of a Divine Judge, the .devil gains the
attention of the dying man by the ap-
parition of ancestors and other dismal
specires, well fitted to revive in the
minds of those present the worship of
ancestors, which replaces that of God.

“ But a worship still more diabolical is
that of corpses. A man dies; immedia-
tely no expense is spared; when living
there was nothing but a filthy rag to
cover his nakedness ; when dead his re-
mains are draped in an immense lamba
of silk, ornamented with precious stones,
living, a wretched mud and wattle hut
sufficed to shelter him and a little rice or
manioe to feed him ; dead, on his stone
tomb, costing hundreds of piastres, he-
catombes of oxen are immolated to his
remains. Mourning is transformed into a
festival—into infernal orgies. The
notions of mourning, misfortune, happi-
ness, are translated into Malagasy by one
and the same work, Zo. ‘Such aone is
dead, oh, what good luck, what a feast!
All the scum of the land say i, and a
great meet at the house of the dead.
Quickly musicians are sent for, bull fights
are arranged ; beef is distributed by the
quarter; rum flows in streams. The
Betsiteo drinks at the expense of the
dead, to utter drunkness, There the
noisy play begins and cries of savage joy
enough to make you ill. Then, whenthe
sun has sunk below the horizon, the
night that follows gives free course to
unbounded licentiouness without name,
when all the lanws of decency sulffer
hedious outrage. And all this lasts not
merely one or two or three dayg, but ten
and at times a whole month.
tion exhaling from the corpse invades
the house, the village, the whole neigh-
borhood ; but the remedy is handy—the
demi-john of rum ! Whenever a corpse
is at length buried, howsoever thinly the
country may be peopled, another is sure
to follow; and the feast is again and
again renewed. These are scoundrels of
both sexes who haveno other occupation
than to hurry from one dead person to
another, :

“ For twenty years the missionaries,
especially amongst the Betsiteo’s, have
been doing their utmost against these
deplorable customs, but they are a little
far from having gained their point.”

“ We are gaining ground, however, and
latterly especially we have been able to
count some signal victories over the devil
and his dead., A missionary does not fear
to pounce suddenly in the night upon a
drunken, savage crowd, that, gathered
around a corpse, ia given over to the sat-
urnalia of which I have just spoken, and
to put the people to rout with redoubled
blows. Moreover, the schoolmasters
gather tojgether their pupils and the
most sincere Christians, and, formingian
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armed processiorn, they march thus to
gain possession of the corpse. The agents
of satin in dismay take to flight, the
demn-john of rum is remorsel casly sriash-
ed, and all throngh the night prayeis and
hymuaas are heard, instead of ribald, ba.-
chinglian songs.”—London Tablet.
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HOMAN NEWS,

(From the London Universe and other sourees j

The Credente Cattolia cf Lugano an-
nounces that the Council of State tas
decided shortly tv restore to the Catho-
lics the Church of Conlignou,

The Municipal Councillors of QOnex,
Bardonnex, and Perly-Certoux, in Switz-
erland, have decided to ask the Goveru-
ment to restore their churches to Catho-
lic worship.

It is said Father Paulino Alvarez, O .,
of Cadiz, Definitor-General of the Friars
Preachers, and one of the most distin-
guished pulpit orators in Spain, will be
the new Bishop of Tortosa.

Caxdinal Ledochowski, whom the Ger-
man Emperor specially distinguirhed
during his sojourn in Rome, will arvive
soon in Berlin, whither he has been in-
vited with & particular object by Wil-
liam IL.

The Catholics have done very wel! at.
recent municipal elections in Italy. At
Monza they carried their entire Lt ; o
priest, the Rev. Prof. Luigi Talamone,
heading the poll. The whole list wus
also carried at Lucca and Savona.

The Agence Huavas stales that I'resi-
dent Cleveland of the United States hus
addressed a letter of felicitations to the
Pope on the occasion of his Jubilee. it
is rather late in the day to discharge this
ordinary duty of courtesy, but better lat:
than never.

Mgr. Satolli, Delegate Apostolic to the
United Ntates, will represent the Holy
Father at the Catholic Congress at
Chicaga, Three questions will be sub-
mitted for consideration to the assembly:
1, Socialism according to the principlex
of the Encyclical; 2, Education; 3, thn
Independence of the Holy See.

Cardinal Parocchi has been appointed
Protector of the monastery of 88, Agos-
tinoand Roceo in Caprarola, Cardinal
Galimberti hasbeen appointed Protector
of the Theological Academy; Mg:.
Rinaldini, Snbstitute to the Secretury ol
State, and Mgr. Cavagnis, Pro-secruvtary
for Ecclesiastical A fairs Extraordinary,
have been named Consnltors to the In-
quisition.

The Redemptorist Order announce
that the meeting of the general chapter
for the election of the mew Supericu-
General will not be held untii the end
the year, as the superiors of the houses
in America and other distant parts misl
be given time to come. 1t issaicd tha
in this meeting will be discnssed severn|
questions that are of interest and relute
to the order.

The Grand Council of the canton of
Schwyz has received a petition demund-
ing the hitherto refused anthorization i
dances on Sundays and jele days. [t has
repulsed the petition.. The law required
that the matter should be submitted L
the vote of the people, but the Courncil
recommended the electors to vote against
it. The Bishop of Coire and his clergy
gave the faithful similar advice, and th.
result was that gix thousand to two thou-
sand four hundred carried the interdic-

tion.
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VIGILANT CARE.

Vigllance is necessary against unexpocteid
attacks of sammer complaints,. No remedy 3s
80 well known or so suceessful i this elass of
diseases a8 Dr. Fowler's Extra ¢f Wild Straw -
berry. Keep tt in the house as asats gunrd. ..

-
Cardinal Gibbons and Mgr. Colgan have
contributed $100 each to the Irish
National Federation Fund for the eatab-
Iishment of Home Rule in Ireland.
-
THE SHAMRRO LIGHTHOUSE

Is at Sambro, N.8,, whence Mr. R. E. Harit
writes as follows :—"Withoul a doubt Burdock
Blood Bltters has doneme & lot ofgood, [ was
sick and weak and had no appetite, but B,B.B.
made me feel amart and strong. Were 118 vir-
tues more widely known many lives would be

saved.”
—— e

To Hoat in the rapids is as dangerous
as to row towards the falls.
——e e
A man may be great by chance; but
?ever wise or good withont taking pains
or it.

—— e
If roses have thorns, thorns have

roses.
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