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AccorLiNg to s recent official report on
Irish Industries, frec tinde i baving a most
dsmnging effect upon the agricultural indos-
try of the country, and is proving fatalto the
growing of cereals. The statistics show that
altogether there were during the past year
01,078 acres less under tillage than in
1888.
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Tre Hox, Joumx CosricawN, Ministor of
Inland Revenue, will celobrate the 50th anni-
versary of his birthday on the 1st of Febru-
ary next. The Ottawn Citizen, alluding to
the fact, snys :—* We understand . number
of the hon. member’s frionds will not allow
the occasion te pass by without offering » tri-
bute of good feeling and warm admiration of
an upright and honorable career,”
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A Loxpox despatch says the (anadian
voyageurs, who evlisted for six months to aid
Wolseloy's expedition up the Nile, areabent to
be mustered oat of service, and will embark ab
Alexandria on their homeward voyage in two
or three weeks’ time, The voyageurs were
very successful in handling the Nile craits,
as out of the three hundred boats landed in
Egypt no less than two hundred and eighty
are still fit for use on the river.

An effort is being made to induce the Irish
National aud Social Clubs of the English
Metropolis to uniteincelebrating St. Patrick’s
Day, this year, by & gigentic demon-
stration at the Orystal DPalace. The
political significance which would attach
to 20 colossal a gathering of the Irish people
in London wonld be groat, and the national
cauge would be much benefited thereby. The
suggestion hasbeen favorably received,and its
authors are confident that it will be adopted
by all the clubs, A demonstration on such a
broad basis in the heart of England would
indeed be u plensing and moral featarc of the
national festival.
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Ax influential deputation of merchants,

manufactarers, and artisans waited upon the

Lord Mayor of London and asked
permission for the wuso of the Guild-
hell for o moeting to be composed

of representatives of all the industries of Eng-
1and and Scotland, to discusa the business de.
pression which exists throughout the United
Kingdom. The Lord Mayor refused to grant
the request and gave as his principal renson
thot Henry Gueorge was to hold an
open air neeting in front of the
Royal Exchange at the same time as
the Gaildhall meeting. The Lord Mayor
thought that this would identify the latter
assomblage with George's agitation in favor
of land uationalization and thus lead to dis-
furbance and mischief.

Ax American capitalist, of the name ef
Winans, is wmaking for himself & very un-
avoury reputation in Scotland; He rented a
doer forest from onme of .the Scotch nobles
and set out to bulldoze and tyranizo the

poor cottars, as if he were to the
manor born, The estate s of im-
mense proportions covering some three

or four hundred squaremiles. Winana cut
off all thoe rights and privileges of the few
cottars who happen to live upon this great
tract of land, One peor Scotchman who bad
& pet lumb allowed it to wander within
the sacred  emclosure and  nibble
the grass to which #t had been accustoreed
before Mr. Winans Janded in Scotlznd.
‘Winans felt aggrieved over the intrusien of
the lamb and sued the cottar for 'trespnss,
“In voin did the owner of the property
explein thut the land around the cottage
wos of no use to tho deer forest ond
that the iden of the lamb doing any damage
or interfering with his comfort, was absurd,
Winsne would listen to nothing. * THe wanted
damages or the cottar removed off tho estate..
The cottar refused to pay or stir, and theecase
was pushed through all the courts which
have finully decided in favor of the lamb and
ita owner, condemning Winans to pay
the costs, which ‘amount -to some fifty
thousand dollars.  Rather.a nite sum fora

_ 'ddxi_é 'muéh,;to precipitate tho land wé:in

Scotland and to embitter the struggle of the
people against a system of landlordism that
encourages such atrocities against the wel-
fare of & civilized community,

TraEs American Burean of Agriculture has
gathered statistics regarding the cereal crops
of the country for the year 1884, which place
the productiok of corn at1,705,000,000 busheis,
and that of wheat at nearly 513,000,000.
These aretha largest aggregates everrecorded
The New York ferald, commenting ou these
figures, says : ¢ A large surplus will in either
case remain above the wants of the home
market, France has raised the duties on
American grain and Germany threatens:
to do the same, for the agricultural depres-
sion " in both countries is very marked.
“No doubt a similar movement will be agitated
in Great Britain, where the guestion of *Shall
we grow wheat?” iz already being discussed.
Meantime our farmers are almost forced to

sell at the prevailing low prices,
or find it cheaper to wuso their corn
ag fuel or to convert it into hoga

Whether the low prices now ruling will so ex-
tend the consumpiion of cereals as to make s
market for the surplus remains to be seen,
Such an extension would be equivalent teo
raising the standard of living, and this, if
maintained, would be of lasting benefit to

‘represcntation, voth of the pecpie and of
starvation came upon the “tenants, | they
were laughed ot for ‘“passing arouad the
hat.” Times have changed, however, aud

immense proportions and its flames are pretty
well fapned into a conflagration by the

growing  distress and’ misery “among
the people. Tho  Scotch  crofters,
in their turn, are mnow forced to

appeal to the charity of the werld for help
avainst the rapacity and greed of their land-
lords. An address signed by a number of
Scotch noblemen and landlords has been
issued asking aid for the Skye crofters. A
correspondent in our esteemed con
temporary the Daily Witness takes an
original view of that decument and
treats the Scotch landlords to some fine sar.
casm. The [Vitness writer says :--

So long a8 the rocky island conld be made
to yield only enongh for the existence of these
toiling crofters, it is certain that the * land-
lords" did not collect rent, although they may
have chartered a man-of-war to present their
little account, but when, by their labor, the
crofiérs could make something more than they
needed for their bare existeuce, the surplus
or a part of it was claimed by sand
peid to the ¢ landlords.’
you publish states not only that the crofters
aro ** the most Christian” but also that they

mankind. Good food can never be too
cheap.”

Tue Londeir press have joined in grving
expression to a rather offensive sentiment
ever the Phelan-Short affair in saying that
the murderous onslaught ‘*is viewed by

Englishmen with grim satisfaction.
It is rather a peculiar gladness to
experionce because  a man  was

brutally atabbed, and because an American
city bas been made the scene of a deed of
violence and bloodshed. They entertain the
iden that new local and Federal laws and

a change of policy of an anti-Irish
character will be the consequence;
but thess Lnondon newspapers are mis-

taken in the matter, for a New York
contemporary commenting on the * grim
satisfaction™ aspect of the case says :—* The
Phelan-Sbort affair will be treated in this
city from a police and judicial, not a legisla-
tive, mational, international, sentimental or
English-Irish pointof view. It will be disposed
of in a court of justice without regard to
questions of antagonism between England
and Ireland, American sentiment as to op-
preesed Ireland will undergo ao change. The
popular feeling in regard to the principle of

English newspapers are wrong if they
imagins that they are serviog a spirit of re.
taliatlon in regard to offences against the
peace of our communities with grim satisfac-
tion. Our people have not rejoiced when
such offences have heen committed
in Englend. QOur newspapers have
expressed  no eatisfaction at  the
shedding of British blood, or the demolition
of British atructures. On the contrary, the
American sentiment has Degen one of sorrow
tht such things should be, and conseguently
of deprecation of the tyrannic policy of Fng-
land that is provocative of Irish resentment
and resistance,”

THE PROPOSED COLONIAL COUNCIL.

Another effort has been made to consolidate
the scheme of Inperial Federation and give
it some definite shape or form, The Marguis
of Lorne and Earl Grey, formerly Secretary
of Stato for the colonies, have proposed to
creato a Federa]l Council to be composed of
the High Commissioners and Agents-General
of the British colonies, and to be attached to
tae coloninl department. This proposal has
boen submitted to the Imperial Gevernment,
and the scheme i3 said to meet
with tho approval of both Earl Granville, the
Foreign Secretary, and of Earl Derby, the
Colonial Secretary. Of course the wants or
wishes of the colonies count for nothing with
these gentlcmen. An onterprising correspon-
deab bas obtained the views of several of the
agents-general of the colonics on the subject,
asud we find that most of them are strongly
opposed to the plan drawn up by Lord Grey

and the Marquis of Lorne. The
agent-genersl for the colony of Vie
toria, Mr. Robert Murray Smith, said

that tho proposition to have an amal-
gomated body of colonial envoys to act with
the Privy Council was impracticable. It
would be a little Parlinment in itself, and
when it came to the disouseion of colonial
matters, the intercsts and needs of the various
eotongpe wayjd be so divergent that nothing
Uikt wpild rosult.  He had noticed thut
£3 Mpwmptis of Lorre approved the scheme,
but whth M1 respesct %) the- late Governor-
Glenoral of Canada, he thought his Lordship’s
views on colonlal affuirs were bounded by the
limits of that Dominion.

Our own High Commissioner, Sir Charles
Tupper, on being questioned regarding the
matier pronounzed the scheme chimerical,
and one that would resuls in loading up the
home governmentwith & lot of petty jenlousies
which had better be ignored or left to cure

themselves. The onily ones who secmed
to regard the project with favor
and to bhave o good word for

jt wore the agonts ot small dependencies,
who imagine tiat the proposed council would
give them additional importance. The most
positive objectiona came from the representa-
tives of the larger colonivs, which in an
emorgency are quits capable of taking care of
themselvos. .
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THE CROFTERS AND THEIR SCOTICH
LANDLORDS.

vigor and persiatency tlhe land agitation in
Irelund was denounced and condemned by ali
¢ lovers of order” and friends of landlordism
in and outside the Island. The Scotch and
Tuglishe prees  were nlmost unanimous

‘few blades of ;greds, Winans] action bas
) ) Lo < -

in their;.;ritlicule, vituperation aad mis.

are ** the most loyal people in fler Majest's
dominions.” TFrom this we may suppose that
the crofters have always paid ¢ Scot and

lot" and borne their share of the ex-
pense  of Government. Now  comes
& succession of bad  harvests and

the yielding power of the Island of Skye is
for b timo reduced so that it can perhaps
barely support its toiling inhabitants. The
lundlords, however, have Deen accustomed,
more or less regularly, to receive the rents
which they imposed, and mow that there is
not any surplas with which they are to be
paid, wo are asked to help t» provide for the
people, not that they may toil to live, but
that they may toil to pny rent. Were
the country in so poor a condition that
the inhabitants could not exist, then Iam
sure Canadians would epen their purse strings
for the Skye crofters, but so long as one pound
of rent is paid to the rieh Scotch landlords we
shall not be subseribing {o the crofters, but to
the ““landlords.” Under existivg land laws
we cannct blame the landlords for trying to
collect their rent, but we have nobt any
specinl interest in paying it. I think
that it msy be taken as axiomatic that
so leng as these unfortunate crofters are ten-
ants under existing land laws, we may be able
to pity them, or invite them to cultivate our
barren lands but we counot help them to live
in Skye. Were we to provide every crofter
family with ‘“meals at all hours,” served by
gentlemanly waiters frco of charge, the only
result would be that Skye would be so pleas-
ant und essy a place tolive in that the **land-

political freedom will remain the same. The § lords” wonld put up the rent.

e

ELECTIVE GRAND JURIES.

Our evening contemporary, the Daily Star,
does niot approve of Mr. Parnell’s proposal to
make the Irish grand juries olective. Mr.
Pamell in a speech at Cionmel re-
ferred to the unrepresentative char-
acter of the grand jurics as ab present
copstituted, and said that their po~ers mmast
o to elected bedies who shall represent the
ratepayers. This declaration of the Irish
leader bas caused the Daily Star to feel
unensy; Lub its uneasiness springs from
pure ignorance of the qumestion at issue.
It says:—

1t is to be feared that an eclectivae
grand jury would be as unsatisfactory as an
elective judiciery, On the whole grand
juries do not need reforming so much
us the peity juries, the dutics of which
are ifanything cven more important.”
Thissix-line paragraph show s a rather denso
ignorance of Irish affuirs on tho part of our
twinkling confrore, The error the Daily Star
falls into is in aesuming the grand jury
which rules over the Irish people to be » body
similar tg our Canadian grand jury which is
called togelher at every criminal term to
find * true bills” or po bills” as the case may
be, and to.visit the juil and government
agylums to report their condition. The Irish
grand jury is an administrative body, with
almost unlimited powers over the local alfairs
of & county while the Cinadian grand jury
is purely a juodicial body with very
limited powers over the criminal cal-
endar; so that the difference lLetween
the Irish and Canadian grand juries
is as great as that botween our local Legisla-
ture and our grand juries. Besides, the lvish
grand jury is o species of oligarchy; it is a
ovody composed of men antagonistic to the
popular intereats, and who are selected for
that very rcason by the Deputy Lieutenant cf
the county. They are given complets con-
trol over public s{lairs, and the ratepayers
have not & word to say in their administra.
tion or their selection foroffice, Andstill the
Daily Star ia shocked 8t Mr, Purnell de-
manding a reform in this offensive and tyran-
nical methed of ruling a people. Our con-
temporary ovidently did not know whad it
was talking about, It was badly posted.

THE DEMOCRATIC WAVE IN ING-
LAND,

Tue Democratic clement is rapidly coming
to the front in aristocratic England. Sir
Charles Dilke and Hon. Joseph Chamberlain,
who are at present the recbgnized leaders of
the democracy, will be strengthened by the
addition of Professor Stuart to their party.
He is the newly elected successor in Purlia-
ment of the late Postmaster-General Fawcett.
In a specch delivered st Bolton, near Man.
choster, Professar Stuart advacated the aboli-
tion of tho law of entail, the ensy trunsfer
of land, and compensation for disturbance in
tho case of improvemonts on the eounclusion
of short leases. This is pretty much the
whole doctrise of the Land Luague, which
was scouted ont of tho British Yarlinment

.

Our readers will well remember with what | three years age. Professor Stuart demands

that education should be free throughous
tho kingdom, the cost to be mot from the
funds of the dis-established Church of Scot-
lan1, which he considered to be near at hand,
and also of the disestablished Church of
Eogland. - He alsa advosaed & radical jro-

their representatives. VWhen distress aud.

the scene of war hasbeen shifted nearer home..
Ihe land agitation in Scotland bas assumed’

The letter which

form in - the constitution  regarding
the House of “Lords, which conld
'not exist, as a% present constituted, beyond
another great crisis. This speech has startled
the Tories and annoys the moneyed Whigs,
who are quick in denocuncing it as revolution-
ary. It was, however, received with great
enthugizsm by the large concourse which
listonad $o°it. A mass meeting of the people
of London, held in front of the Royal iix-
change on Saturday, bas improved on this
declaration., A resolution was passed declar-
ing that the “depression in trade, chronic
poverty and difficulty of finding work arv in-
tolerable,and that those whosuffer them ought
not tamely to endure these evila resulting
from a denial of the equal rights of man in
the elements which the Creator has provided.”
The mesting pledged itself to demana restitu-
tion to the whole paople of their birthright in
the land. Thero is evidently no easy time in
store for British legislatora, If they do not
keep a careful lookout their domestic aifairs
will give them infinitely more trouble and
anxiety than the most complicated of their
foreign policies.

THE GOVERNMENT AND THE IN-
SOLVENCY QUESTION.

The present sate of the l]aw in the Domin.

jon in relation to bankruptcy and insolvency
is most unsatisfactory and is calculated to
work serions injury to the business interests
of the country. Insolvency is a difficalt sub-
ject to regunlate and legislate upon, but the
difficulties which aurround a question should
not prevent Parliament or the Government
from doing their duty in regard to it. The
Insolvent Act of 1575 was open to grave ob-
jections, and it was its mapifest imperfection
that caused the House toabrogate it in 1880 ;
but the Dusiness men of the country, repre-
sented by tho several Boards of
Trade throughout the IProvinces, ex-
pected the Government to find and adopta
substitnte which would be more nceeptable
to the community. The Government, how-
ever, have done nothing in the matser, A
policy of procrastination and evasion has
been followed, and at preeent there is no In-
sclvency law whatever, There is no check,
no safeguard whatever against trickery,
roguery and positive injnstice. A trader can
continue bnsiness to the very lass minute,
long after he is aware that he is hopeleasly
insolvent, and jast as the ocrash becomes im-
mineat, he can assign to some irresponsible
friend, who will have no soruple in letting the
insolvent manipulate the estate to further his
own designs, to prefer the claima of chcaen
creditora and let the others whistle for their
pay. A [air distribution nader such circum-
stances is absolutely out of the question. This
state of afiairs iz paralyzing to trade and
canpot but operate sdverszely to our business
interests. Delegation after delegation from
the Canadian Boards of Trade, and even
foreign merchants have approached members
of the Dominion Governnent and implored
them to make a move in the matter and to
take some measuro which would render the
chances of creditors fair and even.
Profiting by the presence of the leader of
the Government in town yesterday, the mem-
bers of the council of tho Mcantreal Board of
Trade waited upon Sir John A. Macdonald to
nrge upon him the pressing necessity of afford-
ing some sort of relief and protection to the
commercial situation by passing an Insolvent
Act in the coming Seasion of Parliament.
The  chairman  of the delegalion,
Mr., J. P. Cleghorn, explaived that
a bil] for the equitable distribution of
the estates of insolvent traders of the Domiu-
ion, applicable to the whole Dominion, had
been carefully prepared and entrusted to the
hands of Mr. J. J. Curran, member for Mont-
real Centre. ‘That bill was the joint produc-
tion of the benids of trade of Torento, Hawmil-
ton end Montreal, and had aléo been endorsod
by the Winnipeg board. They had approach-
ed the Premier for the adoption of that moas-
ure—The Curran Bill—in the belief that
usnlees it had dhe  sanction amd
sapport of  the Governmen$  thero
would be no chance of its passage, and
as o result no relief to the trade of the
country. They saked this sanction and sup-
port as a matter of justice, for trade and
commerce would undoubtedly be largely
benefitel by the enactmens of the law in
question.

8ir John Macdonald in his reply to the de-
legation, was exceedingly non-committal and
indefinite. He said the question hud receiv
ed the consideration of tho govornment, bat
what might be fnally done hocould not asay
until Parliament met., This would seem to
indicato that Perligment is moreindependent
on certain questions than on others, or that
when 8ir John is wunwilling to act,
so is the majority of tho Housze.
The Premier gave expression to a doctrine
which does not snggest a very disinterested
motive, or & very elevated idea of the duty
and responsibility of a'watchful government,
when he srid that ‘¢the only obje:t of mak-
¢ ing a particular bill & government measure

" was that the government had power to
* press it on the attention of tho House,”

According to this, no government should
introduce or father any wise and beneficial
measures, if there was a possibility of not
commanding a majority in the division, Sir
John would then make the maintenance of it-
sclf in power the firat object and aim of a
pgovernment. This is a very false view to
take of the duty of » government. Tho first
ohject of » government should be {o sanction
and support honestly and fesrlessly all needed
and wise legislution, The country’s benefit
wnd not their own temporary security should
be the motive of all governmental action,
If the opposite priociple’ is admitred
and put in practice, nothing bLut Togis-
Intive abuses and grievances will erop up and
old ones become more firmly established. * Sir
John also gave ns another reason for not'talk-
ing up tho -issolvoncy question, that gov-

ernment were merely the servants of parlia-

ment.” . The government are more than that;

it is to the people ‘that they ultimately look
for an approval of their conduct, and, when
ocoasion arises, for an endorsation agoinst an
adverse verdict of parliament. : '

The only hope that the Premier held out
was that the subject would be discussed iz
parliament at the approaching session. What
that discussion will result in is not difficult
to suticipste. In the meantime the system
of voluntury assiguments aud power of pre-
feronce will go on increasing, leaving credi-
tots at the mercy of every dishonest insplvent
in the country.
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INDEPENDENCE DISCUSSED AT THE
BANQUET.

In point of numbers and of enthusieem the
banguet tendered last evening to Sir John A.
Macdonald, as the culminating expression of
Conservative attachment and admiration for
their leader was, without doubt, a brilliant

success, The Tanguet hall could hord
no more and the banqueters could
manitest no more exuberant jubila-

tion and delight than characterized the
proceedings of last night. The Intellectual
portion of the bill was scarcely up to the
standard, in fact, the great majority of the
speeches were rather light. There were no
weighty utterances, except in o few instances,
although the speakers were the shining
lights of the party and the prominent
statesmen of the country, both Federal aud
Provincial. The eloquence of the night
seemead to have resoived itself into one conti-
nued astream of adulation and oue perpetual
vow of devotion to tho honored guest of the
occasion, No new questions of policy were
introduoced, no principles were diacussed. It
was tho old abuse ot political opponents, and
sbsent ones at that.

The most conspicuous sinuer in that respect
wos Sir John A. Macdouald himself. His
personal attack on Sir Richard Cariwright
was as ill-advised as it was bitter. Many of
the Premier’s admirers and friends regretted
the exhibition, and it is noteworthy that
the denunciations of Sir Richard’s character
was received in almost perfect silence.
Sir Leonard Tilley was more judicions and
dealt with the ex-Minister of Finance’s policy
and especially his recent spesch regarding the
condition of Capada, delivered a few weeks
agu in the Queen's Hull, Sir Leonard indig-
nantly denied that there was any foundation
for what be termed the defamatory
statements of Sir Richard againat the
good name and credit of the country,
To many present his argumenta proving the
falsity of Sir Richard’s position were not
very clear or conclusive. Thbe only other
point of importance tovehed upon was the
question of the Independence of Canada. It
was broached by Sir John. The Premier
once more declared his firm conviction that
the position of a colony was & good enough
one for Canada to hold for all
time to come. He declared emphstically
against NationalIndependence,and gave soms
very weak rensona for so doing. On this
score Sir John did not have his audience en-
tirely and enthusiastically with him. The
applause, what there was of it that
greeted his anti-national declaration, was
guite couventional. It was felt that
the Premier, after kneeling at the the
feet of Her Majoaty but a few weeks ago to
receive an additional knightly honer, could
not well put up a bulletin that would indi-
cate the true beating of the national pulse.
To play out hia part in full, Sir Johu of
course had to abuse those Canadiuns who

deem their country worthy not only of,

knighthood, but of nationhood.

The only other spoakers who had the in-
clination or perhaps tho courage to touch
upon the guestion of independence were Mr.,
R. D, McGibbon and the Hon J. A. Chap.
beau, fit ropresentatives of Young
Canada and its espirations. The former
discussed it as an open question
and ono not to be arbitrarily settled at the
dictation of any one man. In proposing the
sorab of the Army, Navy aud Volunteers,
Mr. McGibbon said : *¢Let me say, bowever,
¢* that no matter what our viewa may be as
““to the futura of our country,
““ whother wo oxpect and hope to &ee
4¢ the connection with the mother land main-
*¢ tained unbroken, or whether the political
** horoacope sscmy to reveal to us o severance,
*¢ more or less complete, of those ties which
“ npw bind us to Great Britain solong as we
¢ remain subjocta of the Crown, eo lonz, ot
¢ Joast, must the fortunes of the army and
** navy be regarded with loyal and effection.
 ate intereat by all true Canadinms. (Ap-
« planse, )"’

The Hon. J. A, Chaplean, who met with
an ovation which was nat even eclipsed by
that accorded to the Premier, dealt with the
question of the future of this country in an
open mosner, His speech, which wes the
effort of the evening, was listened to through-
cut with rapt attention, Dut perhaps the
moat eloquent pastagn of the speech was
when the Secretary of State in o
passionate  outburst, exclaimed  that
*Whother we will it or whether we will it not,
the time must come when the developmont,
the progress and the importance of this coun-
try will make it superior to all outeide consi-
derations, and will fores it to its nltimate
destiny.” Sir John looked very solemn at
this declaration, but the gathering cheered it
to the echo.

Considoring  tho
sociations with tho general surround-
jogs and tone of the oceasicn, it would
not have been surprising to have heard
the sentiment of mnational .:Independonce
‘goundly hissed and squelched, but such was
not the cagse. Oa - the contrary, its con-
dermnation hy Sir
was vecelved in Teepectfnl but significant
gilerice, whila & hint ut ita possible realization
was sufficient to draw forth he plaudits of o

large section of the gathering, -

they are the chief stewards of the people,and _

men ond their os.

John A.  Macdonald.

MR. BLAKE’S POLITICAL PLATFORM,

The one great. weakness of the Liberal
party in the Dominion, up to the present, heg
been its lack of a definite and positive polit-
jcal platform. Hon. Edward Blake, whose
honesty and ability a8 a statesman are un-
auestioned, has come hefore the people
with a declaration of principles, which he

submits to them for corveful conaidera-
tion .and impartinl judgment. Mr.
Blake’s address- to the ~Young Lib.

erals of Toronte on the same evening that .
Sir John delivered his humourous and anti-
national speech to the young Conservatives of
Montreal, wns admittedly a magnificent
effort, eloquent in tone, fair in criticism, wise
in appreciation, and cminently patriotic in
sentiment. v

- The platform enuncinted by Mr. Blake
breathes the genuine spirit of Young Canada,
and combines in a large measure the aspira.
tions of those who favor the national sove-.
reignty of their country. The three dia.
tinguishing planka of that platform are : Firat,
the power to revise our own constitution with.
eut any reference to Downing street ; secondly,
the right to make ourown commercial treaties
without the permission or interference of
Imperial nincompopos, and finally, an elective
Senate, which will represent and be respon.
sible to the people and not to the Firat Min.
ister of the day. The Torinto AMail saya
that Mr. Blake has disappointed hia party in
presentiog o platform which is but a *lot of
old planks, goms of which mean nothing, and
nearly all of which have been condemmned by
the people.” The Mai! is scarcely serious, but
its ntteranco is proof of the blindness and un.
fairness with which a party organ considers
teelf bound to deal with the programme of
its opponents. The plankas which we have
enunierated abovo are by no means old ; the
Confederstion is quite young and theycan
not be a bit clder. Our nominative Senate
bas just had about sufficient time to De tried,
and it has boeen found a complete failure. The
want of power to make treaties hag of late
been more severely felt by the country than
when it was in its struggiing babyhood,

The right to reviass the constitution
woxld be a progressive atep towards
independence. As must be plain to all,

noue of those planks are very old, and the
Afa’s objection to them on the score of anti-
quity {a not verysound or serious. They
have never been placed before the country for
approval or disapproval, but that fact does
not prevent the Tory organ from jubilantly
exclaiming that they have nearly all beea
condemned by the peaople.

The question that gives the Afail the most
uneasiness is the one relating to the treaty-
making power. It points out that as a colony
we cannot enter into negotiaticns withaforeign
country, and that to make a treaty of our
own accord for our especial benefit, without
consulting England, would be to assume our
independence.

Precisely | that is what the coustry is pre-
paring to do. Sir John tells na we are the
freest people on earth, and that we cannot
have any more inependence than we possess ;
but here, in regard to a funlamental right,
and o first function of a free government and
people, we find ourselves in an absolute state
of pelitical servitude,

1¢ The treaty-making power,"” snys the Mail,
‘¢ i the first attribute of an independent atate
and cannot be assumed by a colony unless
the intention is to break from the parent na-
tion forthwith.,” That is the intention of the
present, and wa have no doubt will bo the
realization of the near future.

It is a point of extreme importance that
our foreign markets should lLe enlarged.
There can be no question about that. At
present the markets scem to be narrowing
rather than enlarging, owing to our apron-
string-connection. As Mr. Bluke pointed
out, business affairs are best managed bythose
who know most and best about the business.
' The commercial and fiscal policy of Eng.
lond differs widely from ours; their lives are
different, their views aredifferent, Itis neces-
ary only $o loak to their public despatches
upon nnalogous questions to cbaerve. We
have found it stated in parliament that we
just misssd a most advantageous convention
with France by twenty hours, because

our then Agent-General at Paris bad
to refer it to the Foreign Offico in
London. Before the answer came the

happy tmoment waa lost, und the treaty was
lost, too. That has been stated by the First
Miniater at Ottawa, yot he says it would be
o great harm for Canada to have power to ne.
gotiate treaties direct. In that case it would
not have been harsly. It has been said to me,
How do you expect yoa will be able to enforce
your treaties by war unless you negotiate it
throngh the medinm of the British am-
bassador? Well, I never should propose to
enforce & commercinl treaty that way. Iam
rather a man of peace myself, at any rate, but
the idea of insisting that if & commoreial con-
vention is broken you will go to war about it,
scems to me perfectly absurd, It is said that
we are too small to engage in commercial
treaties  advantageously. It depends
upon the advantages of a treaty
whether wo will negotiate it or not. It
does not depend upon our eize, which is
respectable, our numbers which are consider-
able, or our trade which is not to be despised.
but upon the question whether the other
party thinka it ia » good bargain toenter into
‘or not. It seems to me the nrguments’
ogainst our position are entirely fallacious,
and that common senso and experience aliko -
indicato thnt .a- step in advance would be
taken if Canada had the power to make her
own commorcial treaties,” Nt
Thir declaration by Mr, Blake will meot with
almost unauimons ondorsation from the Cana-
dion people, whose interest it is, that Conada
should take her proper position among treaty-
making nations. Tho Montraal -Herald says
it would like to mee Mri ‘Blako' take
even o bolder attitude thar. hé does.-on ..
this important quostion, a'nQ would have beer




