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Aacom&N<O to a zecent official report onr
Irlah Industries, fre trade ta having a most
damaging efieet upon the agricultural indus-
try of the country, and i proving fatalto the
grewfrg e! cereals. The statistics show that
atxgether Lure were during the past year
91,078 acres less under tillage than in

1888.a

Ta Ijos. Jomr aCrrmAr, Minister of
Inland Revenue, will celobrate the 50th anni-
esnary of his birthday on theI st of Febru-

ary next. The Ottawa Citizen, alluding te
the fact, saye :--" We understand a number

of the hon. member's frionds will not allow
the occasion te pas by without offering a tri-
bute of good feeling and warm admiration of
an sprght and honorable carner."

A LnDosn despateh ays the Canadta
voyageurs, who eclisted for six menthe ta a id
Wolseley's expedition up theNile, are abcut te

be mustered out of service, and will enbark at
Alexandria on their homeward voyage in two
or three weeks' time. The voyageurs were
very suacessful in handling the Nile crafts,
as out of the three huudred boats landed in
Egypt nu les than two hundred and eighty
are still fit for use on the river.

An effort is being made ta induce the Irish
National and Social Clubs of the Engliah
Metropolis te unite incelebrating St. Patrick's
Day, this year, by a gigantic deron-
stration at the Crystal Palace. . The
political significance whieh would attach
te so colossal a gathering of the Irish peoplo
in London would be great, and the national
cause wot obe much benefited thereby. The
suggestion has been favorably received,and its
authors are confident that it will be adopted!
by all the clubs. A demonstration cn such a
broad basis in the heart of England woui
indeed be a pleasing and morali feature of the
national festival.

Ax influential deputation of merchanta,
mnannfacturers, and artiss waited uponthe
Lord Mayor ofL onon and asked
permission for te use of the Guild-
hall for a meeting ta he compas ed
cf reproaentativcs of all the industries of Eug-
land and Sctlud, to discuss the business de.
pression vicit exista throughcut the United
Kingdon. The Lord Mayor refused te grant
the request and gave as bis principal reason
that Henry George was to hold an
open air moeting li front of the
Royal Exchange at the saine time as
the Guildhall meeting. The Lord Mayor
thought that this would identify the latter
assemblage with George's agitation in favor
of land nationalization and thus lead te dis-
turbance and mischief.

Au American capitalst, cf ithe name of!
Winans, le mbaking for himself a very un-
savoury reputation iScotland. He rented a
deer forest from one of the Scotch nobles
and set out ta bulildose and tyranize the
poor cottars, as if ho were te the
manor born. Tho estate is of im-
menee proportions covering some thre
or four hundred square miles. Winans cut
off aIl the rights and privileges of the few
cottars who happen to live upon this great
tract of laud. One peor Scotchman who had
a pet liamb allowed it to wander within
the sared e.polosure and nibble
the grass t> wihich it had been ccuatomed
before Mr. WInans landed in Scotland.
Winans felt aggireved over the intrusiq of
the lamb sud sed the cottar for 'trespass.
lu vain did the owner of the property
explain that the land araund the cottage
was of uw use ta the deer forest and
that thu idea of the lamb ,doing any damage
or interfering with hiis comfort, was absurd.
Winans would listen ta nothing. le vanted
damages orthe'cottar reniooed off'the estate.
The cotter refnsed te pay or stir, and the case

was puahed trhrough all the. courts which
have fi>ally decided Infavor of the lamb and
Its owner, condemning Winans ta psy
the costs,. which 'ameunt- to ome fifty
thousand dollars. IRather a niée sum fer a
feW bla.des !O grisa. Winansj action has
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done much, to precipitate the land w in
Scotland and to embitter the struggle of the

people against a system-of landlordism tha
encourages suciatrocities against the wel
fare of a civilized community.

Tus American Bureau! of Agriculture ba
gatheret stalistics regarding the cereal cropu
of the country for the year 1884, wieh place
the productionofcorn at1,705,000,000bushels,
and that of wheat at nearly 513,000,000.
These are the largest aggregates everrecorded
The New York lerald, commenting ou these
figures, says : " A large surplus will in either
case romain albave the wants of the home
market. France has raised the duties .on
American grain and Germany threatens,
to do the same, for the agricultural depres-
sien - in both countries je very marked.
*No donbt a similarmovement will be agitated
in Great Britain, where the question of "Shall
we grow wheat ?" is allredy being discusseid.
Meantime our farmers are almost forced ta
sali at the prevailing low prices,
or find it cheaper to use their corn
as fuel or to couvert it into hogs.
Whether the low prices now ruîing will se ex-
tend the consumption of cereals as t make a
market for the surplus remains ta h seen.
Such au extension would U equivalent te
raisiug the standard of living, and this, if
maintaineai, would be of lastiag benefit te
mankind. Good food can never h too
chap."

Tînt Londan press have jo ied in giving
expression te a rather offensive sentiment
ever the Phelan-Short affairin saying that
the murerous onalaught 4is viewed by
Englishmen with grim satisfaction.
It is rather a peculiar gladnes te
experiene, because e Mn was
brutally stabbed, and bcause an American
city has been made the acene of a deed of
violence t d bloodshed. They entertain the
idea that new lole and Federal lasand
a change of policy of an anti-Irish
character will h the consequence;
but thes London newspapers are mis-
aken in the matter, for a New York
ontemporary commenting on the " grim
satisfaction" aspect f the case sa-ys :-" The
Phelan-Short affair will ho treated in this
city from a polie and judicial, net a legisla-
tive, national, international, sentimental or
English-Irish pointofview. It will re disposed
f in a court of justice withont regard te
questions of antagonient between England
uad Ireland. American sentiment as te op.
>ressed Ireland will undorgo no change. The
opular feeling in regard te the principle of

political freedom will romain the sae. The
English newspapers are wrong if they
Imagine ts t dfy are serviDe apirit of re.
taliation in regard te offences against the
peace of onr communities -with grim satisfac-
tion. Our people have not rejoiced when
such offences have been committed
in England Our newspapers have
expressedi no satisfaction at the
shedding of British blood, or the demolition
of British structures. On the contrary, the
American sentiment has been one of sorrow
th et suach things should bu, and consequently
of deprecatiOn of the tyrannie policy of Eng-
land that le provocative of Irish resentment
and resistance."

THE PROPOSED COLOMiAL COUNCIL.

Another effort bas been made ta consolidate
the scheme of Imperial Federation and give
it some definite shape or forim. The Marquis
of Lorne and Eari Grey, formerly Secretary
of State for the colonies, have proposed to
create a FederaI Coeil t be composed of
the Righ Commissioners and Agents-General
of the British colonies, and te be attached to
the colonial departmnent. This proposal has
boen subrmitied to the Imperial Government,
aud the scheme is said to meet
iwith the approval of both Earl Granville, the
Foreign Secretary, and of Barl Derby, the
Colonial Secretary. Of course the wante or
wishes of the colonies ceunt for nothing witli
tirose gentleman. Au euterprising correspon-
dent iras obtained tIe viewa rrfseveraro tie
egents-general of the colonies on the subject,
aud we find that mot of thera are strongly
opposed te the plan drawn up by Lord Grey
and the Marquis of Lorne. The
agent-generl fer lIre colony of Vic.
toria, Mr. fRobert Murray Smith, said
that the proposition tk have an amal-
gamated body of colonial envoys te act with
the Privy Council was impracticable. It
would be a littiLe Parliament luinitlf, and
whea it came ta the discussion of colonial]
matters, the interesta sud needs of the varions
senys wid be me divergent thet nothiug

iqnlklroi uIt. ne bat neticee taI
f' lJuiumtis of Lorre approved the seheme,
but Wth MI reapeecl t the- late Governer-
Gencrai of Canada, he thought his Lordship's
views on coloniai affairs were bounded by the
limita of that Dominion.

Our own -igh Commissioner, Sir Charles
Tupper, on being questioned regarding the
matter prononnaed the acheme chimerical,
a.nd onc that would reult in loading up the
home governmentwith alot of pettyjealousies
which bad better be ignored or left to care
themselve. The only ones who seemed
to regard the project with favor
an lto bave a good word for
it wore the agents or amall dependencies,
who imagine that the proposed council would
give thei additional importance. The mont
positive objections came fron threpresenta-
tive of the larger colonies, which in an
cmergencya re quite capable of taking care of
themaelves.

THE CROFTERS AND THEIR SCOTCH
LANDLORDS.

Our readers will well remember ivith whiit
vigor and persiatency the land agitation in
Ireland was denounced and condomned by ail
" lovera of order" and f riends of landlordisn
l and outside the Island. The Scotoh and
Euglisir. preos vere amost unaiaious
in thirlridiciule, viLuperation and is-

In a speech delivered at Bolton, near Main. self in power the firet object and ai of a
chester, Professor Stuart advocated the ail- government. This is a very falso view to
tion of the laiv of entail, the ceay trmasfer take of the duty of a government. The firt
of land, and compensation for disturbance in object of a goverument should be to sanction
tha case of improvements on the coeclusion and support honestly and fearlesly ail needed
of short leases. This in pretty much the and wise legislation. The country's benefit -
virole doctrine of the Land Luagie, which and not thoir own temporary security ahouldi
was scoted out of the Britisi Parliament be the motive of all govornnental action,
three years ago. Professer Stuart derntds If the opposite principle is admitted '
that education should be nfrc througlrout and paut in practlce, nothing but Iegis-
th kingdom, the cost to ble mot frem the lative abuses and grievances will crop up and
funds of tie dis.established Church of Scot- oid ones becorne more firmly established. ' Sir

en 1, which he considiered to e near ut hand, John also gava as another reason for nottak.t-
and aIso of ten diaestablisied Chlaurch of ing up the insolvency question, that "gon-
England. -Re nise adrooded a radicalro- orment wert nerely the servants of parlia-
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represntation,noth of the people and ocfm in the constitution . regarding

a their representatives. When distress and the House 6f Lords, which could

t starvation came upon the tenants,. they net exist, as at present constituted, beyond
were laughed at for "«passing around the another great criais. This speech has startled

bat." Times have changed, however, and the Tories and annoys the moneyed Whigs,

the scene of war hasbeen ahifted nearerlhome. who are quick in denouncing it as revlution-

S ihe land agitation in Scotlend has assumed -ry. It was, however, received with great

immense proportions and its flames are pretty enthiusiasm by the large concourse which

a vell fanged int a conflagration by the listeneid teit. A mass meeting of the people

* growing Idistreas and ' misery *among of London, hald in front of the Royal -Ex-

the people. The Scotch crofters, change on Saturday, ias improved on this

in thir turn, are now forcn te declaratien. A resolution was passed declar-

appeal te the charity of the vorld for help ing that the "depression in traide, -chronic

r against the rapacity and greed of their land- poverty and diffiaulty of finding work art in-

lords. An address signed by a numnber of tolerable,and that those whoauffer them ouglit

Scotch noblemen and landlords has been net tamely t endur e those evils resulting
issued asking aid for the Skye crofters. A fron a denial of the equal rights of man in

correspondent in our esteemed con the elements which the Creatorb hs provided."

tempemry the Daily WPitness takes an The meeting pidge(d itself to demant restitu-

original view of that document and tion t the whole people of their birthright i i

treats the Scotch landlords to some fine sar. the land. There is evidently no easy tune in
casm. The Jiines writersays :-- store for British legislator., If they do not

So long as the rocky iland coutild be made keep a careful lookout thoir domestic atEtirs

te yield ouly enough for the existence of thesa will give them infinitely more trouble and
toiling crofters, it i certain that the 'land- anxiety than the most complicated of their
lords' dit net colleat rouI, although tre>' ma>'foeoga pelicies.
have chrtered a eanof-vr te present their
little account, but when, by their labor, the
croftéra could make something more than they T E GOVERNMENT AN1D THE IN-
needed for their bare existence, the surplus SOLVENCY QUESTION.
or a part o! IL ras laimcd b>'as-ut
paid te the "Iandlords.' The letter whi h The present atate of the law in the Domin-

yon publish etates net only that the crofters ion in relation te bankruptcy and insolvency
are the most Christian" but alio thst they i most unsatisfactory and i calculated te
are "the most loyal people in fer Maest's ework serions injury te the business interesta
doiints." Promttis wvo nia>'supposea ta
Lire crotns have always epai S coet adof the country. Insolvency is a difficeit sub.
lot" and borne their share of the ex- ject te regulate and legislate upon, but the
pense of Governfent. Nov t come difficulties hich surround a question should
a succession cf bmd larveasaneu
the yielding pover of the Islando Skye is net prevent Parlianent or the Governiment

for a time reduced so that it can perhaps froms doing their duty in regard te it. The
barely support its toiliug inhaibiitants. The Insolvent Act of 1875 was open te grave ob-
ladlords, bowever, have beau accustomed, jactions, s-ut was ils manifest Imperfection
mraitoriles regultrl>', te risceive tire rente atos n twsit aietipreto

hich trey imnposed, ud now traI t thee that caused the flouse toabrogate it in 1880 ;
net any surpins with whici they are te be but the business men of the country, repre-
paid, w0 are iaLskedt Leelp t > provide for the sented by the several Boards of
people, net that they may toit te live, but Trade throughont the Pro;inces, ex-
tiret tire>' ua> toit La psy tout. Wcero
te countryi n se peor a condition that pected the Goverment te find and adopta
the inhabitants could not exist, then I am substitute which vould be more acceptable
sure Canadians would open their purse strings te the community. The Gvernment, how-

f re tis S a to e r b t ch l£025 ti ii ever, have done nothing in the m atser. A

hall not be surbsngibu to the crofera, but Io policy of procrastination and evasion hras
th s "lndlordn." Under existiug land law been ollowed, and et prennt there la no In-
ve cannt blame the landlords for trying te solvency law whatever. There is no cheok,
clleet t ib resit, bel vs have net au>'
special interest in paying iteIt no safeguard whatever against trickery,

that it m.y be taken as axiomatic that roguery and positive injustice. A trader ean
se long as these unfortunate crofters are ton- continue business ta the very lash minute,
ante uier oxisting len las, ema be able long alter he is avare thatI he je hopelesly
te pitn tIen, or invite trn te cultiatoie insclvent, and just as the crash becomes im-
barrmenlands but mvo caunna i elp Ue te lire
in Skye. Wee w te provide every crofter minent, ho eau assign te seme irreaponsible
family withI "meals at alI hours," served by friend, Who will have no scruple in letting the
gantiomeni>'itera frac of charge, the onty insolvent manipulate the estate to further his
resait vould t ha ttSkye uvosait hose plees-
ant and easy a place to live in that the "land- own designs, te prefer the claims of chaen

lords " would put up tlie rent. ereditors and let the othera whistle for their
pay. A fair distribution nader such circum-

ELECTIVE GRAND JU RIES. stances ie absolutely ont of the question. This

e En c ntI E G RA N D JURe il S ta ls te teof feairs ie paralyzing t a trade s indt
Onu eveirg contemperary', tire Daiy Sta cannot but operate adversely t our business

does not epprove of Mr. Parneli'a proposai uintersts. Delegation after delegation from
make the Irish grand Juries olective. Mr. the Canadien Boards of Trade, and ven
Paruellu a speech at Conm me- foreigu merchants have approached members
ferred to the unrepresentative char- of the Dominion Government sud implored
acter of the grand juries as at present troc te make a mare lu the malter eut te
constituted, and said that their poer uemst take seme measur hviici edt rander the
go taeectet Ladies -whreairait opiesentthetirecitea odions fit s-u averh

ratopayers. Tis dhclartin etresIris chances of creditors fair and even.

lear a s. Ths d telaration of thtofeel Profiting by the preence of the leader of

leaderb1sut its uneainess springs fro the Goverument l town yesterday, the mem-
uneasyi; tutaiesouteestipniseo bers f the council of the Mcutreal Board of
pure ignorance ef tie qucatior u issue. Trade waaited upon Sir John A. Macdonald ta
It says i- urge upon him the pressing necessity of afford-

Il la tat ibe feares utia an eyectave ing se-e.sort of relief and protection te the

rlective Judici Lsry. On the whole grand commercial situation by passing an Insolventj

juries do not need reforming se much Act i the coming Session of Parliament.
as the petty juries, the duties of which Tho chairman of the delegation,
are ifanything even more important." Mr, J. P. Cleghorn, explained that

Tiis sir-line paregraph sliow a ratlierdenso a bill for te equitable distribution of
ignorance of Irish affairs on the part of our the estates of insolvent traders of the Domin-
twinkling confrùre. The errer the Daily Star ion, applicable to the whole Dominion, hat
fallte nta is ln aeeuming the grand jury been carefully prepared and entrustad to the
viichr reles over the Irish people ta le a body bands cf Mr. J. J. Curran, member for Mont.
similar tq cur Canadian grand jury which is recl Centre. That bill was the joint produc-
called togetIer at every criminal term to tien of the ba d of trade of Toronto, liamil-
fid "true bills" or no bills" as the case may ton and Montreul, end had als beeu endorsed

be, and te -visit the ije etad govoranment by the Winnipeg board. Tey had approachi-
asylurs ta report their condition. The Irish ed the Premier for the adoption of that meas-
grand jury is au administrative body, with ure-The Curran Bill-in the bellef that
alurcnt unlimited powers over the local affairs unies.; it iat the sanction and
of a county while the Cinadian grand jury support f the Government there
il purely a judicial body with very would bc no chance of its passago, and
limited powers over the criminal cal- as a realt no relief te the trade of the
entari; so that the difference betwent country. They asked this sanction and sup-
the Irish and Canadian grand juries port as a matter of justice, for trade and
Le as great as thaI t betwoeu enour local Legisla- ceummerce weuli nuobitedily ho largel>y
ture ant cur granit juaries. Besites, tire isih benefitedl by thre enactment ef tire law inu
grand jury le a species of eligarciry ; Il is a question.
ied>' cosmposed o! raeni autegouistia le lire Sir John Madonail ir is rep>le tirte de.-
popular interests, and vira are select for' legation, n'as exceedingly non-aomumittal andt
tiret ver>' reasnr b>' tire Daputy' Lieutenant e-i isndefinite. Ht sald tire question lhed receivr
lire county'. 'l'ie>' are giv-en complote cou- ed ta censiderat ion cf tire gevernmrent, burt
trol over public rl-airs, end thse ratepayarsa viraL might Le finally' doue ire cousît not se>'
havse not a word te s>' lu tIreir avnuimstra.. unitil Paniliament mot. Tis would accus toe
tien or tiroir selecaien fer oflice. Andl tili tire . adicato tIrst Parligrmeut is more indopendenut
Daily Star is shockedi et Mu. P.nesll doe- 'on cartaie grstiens thans on others, au tIret
maning a reform lu tris efTansive sud tyran- viren Sur John ls unwillinrg te act, •

nia- methodt et ruting a pople. Our con- so is tire mrajemity et tire House,.
tempor-ary' ovidently' dit not know whral i Tire Premier cave expression ta a doctrine
vas talking about. IL vus badly postaed. vichi dots net sriggest a ver>' tisinteresteit

motive, or a ver>' elerated ides o! thre dut>'
TEHE DEMOCRATIC WAVE IN ENG- aend responsibility et a'watchfusl governwnent,

LAND• irhen ire sait tiret "tre ont>' objo:I cf malt-
THEa Deocaratiecelament is rapidly' ceminig " ing e particular bibi e governmseut mes-sure

le tIre tract le aristocratia Englandt. Sit "vwas tiret tira goernment hait paver toe
Ciramles Diike ant Hon. Josephr Chambsrerlain, "ress it on Lire attention afthe Bouse."
whoe are et prseont lthe rec'tguized lesae a! A.crding ta Ihis, ne goverunment siroulit
tIre democreacy, will be strengtheoned by> lthe introtuce or fs-tirer suny wise sud beneficial
addition e! Professer Stuart te thein part>', insasures, if thiri vas e possibility' of net
Ha le. lire noewly electet surcceesorn arelia. commuandting a majouity' lu tic d ivision. Sir

meut afthe late P'ostmaster-General Fawuet. John wouldt lheu cake the maintenance ofet. 
party thinks it is a good bargain t enter into
or not. It seems to me the arguments
against our position are entirely fallacious,
and that common sense and experience alike
indicate that a stop in advance would be
takeû if Canada liiad the power te make ir
own commercial treaties." .-

ThisdeclarationbyMr. Blakewillmeetwith
almost unanimnous ndorsationfromlthe Cala-
dian people, Nhoseiaterest i tlah, batCanada
should taie her proper position aauong tresty-
nrekiug nations. ThreMontreal Herald says
it would liko t see Mir akina - teke
even a boldier attitud tli- éedes
this important ' uestioèi, anwould banc been

ment"'? The government are more than that;
they are the chief stewards of the people,and
it is ta the people that they ultimately look
for an approval of their conduct, and, when
occasion arises, for au endoraation against au
adverse verdict of parliament.

The only hope that the Premier held out
was that the aubject would e discussed in
parliaeneut et the approaching session. What
that discussion -ill result in ha not difficult
to anticipate. la the meantime the system
of voluntary assigunents and power of pre-
ference will go on increasing; leaving credi-
tois a the mercy of every dishonet insolvent
in the country.

INDEPENDENCE DISCUSSED AT TEE
BANQUET.

lu point of numbers and of enthusias the
banquet tendered last evening to Sir John A.
Macdonald, as the culminating expression of
Conservative attachment and admiration for
their leader was, without doubt, a brilliant
uatcess. The banquet hall could hoid
no more and the banqueters coulda
manifest no more exuberant jubila-
tion and delight than characterized the
proceedings of last night. The Intellectual
portion of the bill was scarcely up t the
standard, in fact, the great majority of the
speeches were rather light. Therowere no
weighty utterances, except ina few instances,
although the speakers were the shining
lights of the party and the prominent
statesmen of the country, both Federal and
Provincial. The eloquecue of the night
seemed to have resolved itself into one Conti-
nueda stream of adulation and one perputuali
vow of devotion t the honored guest of the
occasion. No new questions of policy were
introduced, ne principles were discused. It
was the old abuse et political opponents, and
obsent ones et that.

The most conspicueus sinner in that respect
wos Sir John A. Macdonald hirtsef. His
personal attack on Sir Richard Cartwright
vas as ill-advised as it was bitter. Many of 
the Premier', admirerasand friends regretted
the exhibition, and it i noteworthy that i
the denunciations of Sir Richard's character
nFas received in almot perfect silence.

Sir Leonard Tilley was more judicions-and
dealt with the ex-Minister of Finance's policy
and especially his recent speech regarding tier
condition of Canada, delivered a few veekse
agu In the Queen's Hall. Sir Leonard indig-
nantly denied that there was any foundation
for what ha termed the defamatory
statementa of Sir Richard againat the
good name and credit of the country.c
To many prmenut hie argumenta proving the
falsity of Sir Richard's position were netg
very clear or conclusive. The only others
point of importance touche upon was the
question of the Independence of Canada. Itc
was broached by Sir John. The Premierc
once more declared his firm conviction that
the position et a colony was a good enough
one for Canada te hold for all
time te come. Be declared emphatically
against National Independence,and gave somao
very weak reasons for sc doing. On this1
score Sir John did net have his audienceoen-1
tirely and enthusiastically with him. Thea
applause, what there was of it that
greated iis arti-national declaration, was
quite couventional. It was felt that
the Premier, after kneeling ut the the
feet of ler blajety but a few weeks ago te
receive an additional kuightly houor, couldt
not well put up e bulletin that rould indi-t
cate the truc beating of the national pulse.j
Te play out his part in full, Sir John ofr
course bad te abuse those Canadians who
deem their country worthy not only of
knighthood, but of nationhood.

The ouly other speakers who had the in-
clination or perhape the courage te touch
upon the question of independence wore Mr.
B. D. McGibbon ani the Hon J. A. Chap.

eau, fit represcntatives of Young1
Canada and is aspirations. The former
discussed it as an open questio
and one noa te be arbitrarily settled at the
dictatlon ouf ay one man. Laproposing the
toast of the Army, Navy and Volunteers,
Mr. McGibbon saidt: "Let me say, towever,
"that no matter what our views may be asj
"ta the future of our country,1
"vreither wo expect and hope to see
" thre cnnection witirlr thetirer lent main-
"Laamed unbroken, et whsetheor tire political
" horoscope seemsr te reval te uas asoeeace,
" more or leas complote, ef thoese tics wiai
"unow bind us ta Great Britea seolong as we
" romain subjecte et tira Crewn, co long, s-t
" Ieat, must tht fortunes cf tire aur>' andt
"unavy ire regarded ithi loyal ant affection-.
" ate intereat b>' s-Il truc Cenadisans. (Ap.-
"' ptaune,'"

Tire Hon. J. A. Chsaplaa, whoe met villa
an eration wich vs-s uot aveu aclipsed b>'
thaet accord et te tirs Premier, dealt -with tisa
quetien ef tise future cf titis ceunît>' le an
opon mariner. Bis speech, wiai vas thes
offert o! tire aeenng, ras listenedt to thrrough-.
eut witht rapt attention. But peurape tire
most elequent passage cf tire speech was
rIen lthe Secretary et Stete ina s
passionete outbrurst, exclaimedi tirat
"Wirether weawilIlb or whrether we vil! itunot,
thc lime usta couse whren lire developmueut,
tire progresas and tire importance e! Ibis coun-
try will make it superior to all outside consi-i
derations, and wil fore it to itas ultimate
destiny." Sir John looked very solemn at
this declaration, but the gathering cheered it
to the eche.1

Considtering the mn and their as-i
sociations with the general surround-j
ings and toue of the occasicn, it would
not have been surprising t have heard
the sentiment of national Independenee
soundly hissed and squelcied, but suir wasc
niot the cse.- On the contray, its con-
demnation by Sir John A. MacdoinUldà
was recIved in respectful but -signifiaanti

silence, while a hint at its possiblo realizationi
was suificient to draw forth he plauclits of a(
large section of the gatherlng.:

MR. BLAKE'S POLITICAL PL&TFORM.
'Theuone great weaknesa of the LiberaI

partyl ithe Dominion, up to the present, has
been its lack i a definite and positive polit.
boal platform. Hon. Edvard Blake, whose
honesty and ability as a statesman are un-
questioned, ias come iefure the people
with a declaration of principles, which h
submits to them for careful considera-
tion tand impartial judgment. Mr.
Blake's addreas - to the Young Lib-
erai of Toronto on the same evening tiat
Sir John delivered iis hurnourous and anti-
national speech to the young Conservatives of
Montreal, was admittedly% r magnificent
effort, eloquent in toue, fair in criticism, wime
in appreciation, and osinently patriotic i
sentiment.

s The platform enunciated by Mr. Blake
breathes the genuine spirit of Young Cenada
and combines in a large measure the aspira.
tions of those who favor the national sve-
reignty of their country. The threa dis.
tinguishingplankme of that platform are : Firat,
the power to revise ourown constitutionwith.
eut any referencete Downing street; secondly,
the right to make ourown commercial treaties
without the permissiom or interference of
Imperial nincompopos,andfinally, an lective
Senate, which will represent and beu respon-
sible to the people and not to the Firet Min.
ister of the day. The Tornitto ail saya
thet Mr. Blake ias disappointed his party lu
presenting s platform which is but a "lot of
old planks, some of whichlimea nothing, and
nearly all of which have been coudemned by
the people " The Mail is scarçely serions, but
is utterance is proof of tie blindnesas and un.
fairness with wich a party organ considers
telf bound to deal vith the programme of

its opponents. The planks which we have
enunmerated above are ty no ceans old ; the
Confederation is quite young and they ean
not be a bit clder. Our nominative Senate
bas just bad about sufficient tinme t be utried,
sud it has bieen found a complete failure. The
want of power to rake treaties bas of late
ben more severey fuit by the country than
when l was in its struggLing babyhood.
The right te revise the constitution
wold be a progressive step towards
independence. As muet La plain to alh,
none of those planks are very old, and the
Mad's objection to them on the score of anti-
quity la not very sound or serious. They
have never been placed before the country for
approval or disapproval, but that fact does
not prevent the Tory organ ftrom jubilantly
exclaiming that they have nearly all been
condemned by the people.

The question that gives ther Mai ithe most
uneasinesa i the one relating to the treaty-
making power. It points out that as a colony
we cannat enter into negotiaticas wuithaforeign
country, and that to make a treaty of our
own accord for our especial benefit, without
consulting England, would be to assume our
independence.

Precisaely that is wliat the country la pre-
paring to do. Sir Johntells us we are the
freest people on earth, and that we cannot
have any more inependence than we possess ;
but here, la regard to a fun'lamental right,
and a firet functi-n of a fret government and
people, we find ourselves in air absolute state
of poitical servitude.

"Tie treaty-raking power," says tlie Mail,
"is the firat attribute of an independent astate
and cannot be assumed by a colony unlces
tihe intention is to break froin the parent na-
tion forthwith." That is the lutention of the
present, and w have no doubt wrill be the
realization of the near future.

It is a point of extreme importance that
our foreign markets shrould bc enlarged.
There can ho no question about that. At
present the markets seem to e narrowing
rather than enlarging, owing to our apron-
string-connection. As Mr. Blake pointed
out, business affaira are best managed bythose
who know most and bet about the business.
"The commercial and fiscal policy of Eng.
lend differ» widely from curs; their lives are
diferent, their views aredifferent. Itis neces-
ary only to look to their public despatches
upon analogous questions to observe. We
have found itstated in parliament that we
just missid a most advantageous convention
vith France b> twenty hours, because
our then Agant-General t Paris iad
te roter il la thre Forsign Office ln
Londau. Befora tire s-uswer came lise
hasppy moment vas test, and tira Irat>' vas

ls, too. Tirst bas breen stt b>' tise First
Minister et Ottawra, yet ire says ut rouît be
ua greet iserm fer Canada te have pane- ta ne-
gotiate treaties direct. In tiret ca Il would
not irave boas irais>'. Lt lis been sait te me,
Bew do you expiaI yen wiillbe aile teosenforce
your treaties b>' ver unless you negotia-te il
thrusgh tirs meium et tira Britisir sus-
basas-dorm? Well, I neyer shoeuld proposa te
cnforae a commaeia-l ltaty' tisaI wa-y. I amr
rathrer seau e! peano mnyself, ah su>' mate, but
tire idea et lnsisting tiret if a cemmorcial cen-
rention le brokeni you wIi go te ar about it,
seems te me per'Iectly abrsurd. It la sait tIret
va ore tee amatl te engage in oemmerciai
treaties advmntageously. Lb dopents
upon tire advata-ges cf s- trat>'
whcthrer ve will negotiate it or not. Il
dota net dopant tupon oint mize, wichi le

respectable, env umbers whiichi aie consiter-
abie, or eut traite wihi Le net te ha despiseit.
but uspon lthe question whetiter tir, aLter


