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- vice ; before thee are heaven andihell ;- béfore]

thee are life cternal, and deatheternal:. - Thou
1ust choose, oh man, which df:thase two_ ]
shalt have” For, with ‘ull his:gifts—all the
grandeur and integrity of his nature, man
would never be worthy of a throne in the king-
dom of heaven,—of God's cternal glory, until
he had first, by an act of his own free will,
chosen to serve that God, aud put from him the
temptation that would lead him fr_om God's
fiiendship and love. That temptation came.
It is the mystery of these things of which St.
Paul speaks in this day’s Epistle, when he
says: “QOh the dephts of the rickes of the
knowledge of the wisdom of God ; how unsearch-
able are his ways.” That temptaticn came.
Phe first man forgot all that he wus in his
.desire to become something that he was not. He
plucked the fatal fruit of knowledze; and he
fell from all that God had made him. He lost
the integrity of his naturc; he lost all tho gifts
of divine grace; he lost knowledge—the clear,
iutellectual comprehension, the pure love, the
exalted, capacious, and ubselfish free will, un-
shackled as the esgle's wing—all were lost to
him by sin: and he became what we arc so fu-
miliar with,—the man of two thousand years
ago,—the man of to-day—'eonﬁned‘ in his ip-
tellect, and with labor acquiring a little know]-
edge ; while, if he had mot sineed, he would
have glanced at all things, and have known them.
He beeame enslaved in his will, subject to these
uunruly shocks of passiont and to the wicked
desires of his base inelination, which he was
created to govern and rule, but by no means to
be governed by; mpay, to let it draw him from
one abyss to another, until he finds his Ievel in
hell. Narrow, selfish, carchly and licentious in
his love, the first principle of love no longer
scems to be an expausion of the heart, secking
the highest, purest, and most intellectual object,
and bringing to that object the strength of his
andivided and pure affection. No; but it is
pow a mean, wretched, self-secking, brutal desire
to concentrate whatever there is of passion and
of lustful enjoyment in self, and keep it there
if he ean ; yet in the perception of all to allow
the erratic heart to spread itself out like water
upor the pathway of sin and of sinful desires,
Man sinned; he refused to acknowledge Al-
mighty God; the very first ereature that rebell-
ed against God was the intelligence of man that
refused to ucknowledge the argument of obedi-
ence. The sin of Adam did not begin with the
will; it began with the intclhgence. Before
he made up his mind and determined he would
violate the precept, he thought over the argu-
ment: “ God tells me that I must not eat of
this tree, because if I do I shall acquire knowl-
edec. This serpent tells me that the knowledge
will make me like to God.”” Then he sinned ;
he sprang upon it ; he plucked the fiuit; ate of
it; and consummated his sin from that day.
The moment man’s intelligence rebelled
against Geod, that moment there was complete
subversion and destruction of that fair order
that Almighty God had created in the world.
The momeat man’s intelligence rebelled against
Ged, that moment wman’s will refused to obey
the dictates and reason of that intellizence any
more; that moment man's passions arose up in
rcbellion in him. The newly made sinner,
Jooked around him, not knowing this mystery
that was developed within him, not knowing
whenee came those unruly desives, that he
could no longer govern—whence came those
bitter thoughts that poisoned every affection of
‘his heart; nod he must fain aceept as truth,
things that were bencath him. In this, there
fell upon him a decper degradution even, than
the first sin of Adum, DMan's own nature re-
belled against him; his body of clay—literally
and truly a body of clay, which was created to
serve and subserve the purpose of the mind, and
of the soul—thut very body arose up and de-
-manded homaye of the soul, In the gratification
-of every base bodily desire.  So the very clay
-of his composition beeame and took the place of
‘that God whom he had offended by sin.  And,
-as it was with mun’s soul, so it was with the
‘world around him. Naturcrefused to obey the
‘humiliated rebel.  Animated nature grey hard
-and stubborn. Upon the rose, that grew up to
«charm every sense of man, there grew now the
‘sharp thorn; and in Lis path the fruitless
thistle, and the unhealthy weed, to poison him
with its taste, to offend him with its smell, and
to warn him away, aod to refrain from its
rtouch, . Why should nature obey the rebel ?
"The unimate and inaniwate, secmed to be im-
-pregaated with the curse, * Accursed is the
-earth in this work to-duy,” were the words of
Alnighty God to-the sioner. Why should
animated nature obey the rebel against God ?
The lion and the tiger flashed anger from their
«eyes, so full of meckness before; they behold
dn the rebellions man, one like .themselves,
whom it was lawful for them to full upon,
‘to seize, #nd to tear in picces, and devour.—
The cagle that soarod away through the clouds
-secmed to have lost ull respect for that magic
voice that -could once call it down from its
highest flights in the mr. No longer will she
‘heed the voiee of fallen mun, no more than she
heeds the growlinz of the wild beasts, or the
lowing of the steer wpon the hillside. All
mature rcbelled against man. The fair work,
the beautiful work, the harmonious work that
-cume from the Divine mind, from the infinite
love of God—all is spoiled—destroyed, broken
up and eorrupted by the sin of man; for as
revelation tells us, for four thousand years the
model man was destroyed in Adam, and did
not appear again, For four thousand years,

sin after sin, curse after curse accumulated |

apon fhe. earth, until all that had the slightest
ray of divine knowledge had disappcared ; aund
the word of the Psalmist was fulfilled ;  Truth
is diminished amongst the children of men;”
widl, as it went on, they arrived at such a de-
gradation of sin that they actually defied their
sins, their impurity, their dishonesty, their re:
venge, and every vile excess received the name
of God. Thus it was-thet sin imprinted, and
embodied, and personified, was lifted up on
their altars'so that they not oboly avowed their
sin, but adored it; so that the principle of
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ipiquity. Hecame a Gad of the world. - Td. four
‘thousand yeiis, med” sought in vain for light;
thore wias 1o light. - Mer sought in vain for
grabe ;vthere ‘was no grace, - The model man
was destroyed in Adam; the man who was to
be the regenerator had not yet come. The
second model of Almighty God had not yet ap-
peared upon the earth,

But the years rolled on; and now four
thousand years had passed away; and suddenly
the heavenly clouds are . pregnant. with merey;
the rain of salvation- drops wpon the earth.
The golden gates 6f heaven are withdrawn, not
as of old to raiu down a deluge of water, to
sweep away mankied; vet us of old to rain
down living fire upon the imiquities of maa.
Oh! no; but to raia down the dew of divine
merey—the Iternal Son of God. The Second
Person of the adorable Trinity—true God of
true God, the Creator of ull things—become
incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin
Mary; He came down from heaven; Ile be-
came true mau in Mary’s womb; He is born
of the Virgin Mother; He rested in her pure
immuculate arms as He rested on His throne
in heaven. Behold Jesus Christ, the Rege-
nerztor, in whom our nature is restored to
something far more grand than it lost in Adam.
Behold the Regenerator of the world—the
man-God, Jesus Christ, to whom be all honor
and glory! Aund now you sce the discase, If
you wish to know the cure, all you have to do
is to look at the divine Redecmer: study Him
weil; study His actions; see what He did;
sec what Ife was; and then you will see in
what consists the regeneration of the world.

The sin of Adam brought three great curses

from Heaven; three tremendous evils were
brought upon the world by Adam’s sin. The
first of these was that God Himself withdrew
frow man, Until the siv of Adam, God loved
to come down to walk in the garden of Kden :
and, in the cvening time, when the sun was
sinking slowly, aud declining in the west, God
loved to walk in the groves of Paradise with
His uofallen creature, man,  Amongst so many
other privileges that man possessed, of nature
and of grace, he enjoyed the high privileze of
fellowship, of society with God, Is it not so?
Does not the Seripture tell us emphatically that
God loved the socicty of unfallen man?  The
first effect of the sin of Adamn was the loss of
Almighty God's presence. God came again
once, and ounly once; and then IHe spoke in
anger. He left the inheritance of « curse be-
hind Him. Then He withdrew into His high
heavens, No mun beheld lis face; no man
heard His voice again; if that voice was heard
it was in the thunders and heavings of Sinai,
striking terror into every mun who heard it.
And we read that when [Ic appeated the Pro-
phet of old buried his fice in the sand, ¢ lest
he wight see the Lord and die.” Kverything
surrounding Almighty God, after that sin of
Adam, had changed. The Lord spoke in a
language of terror; when He came to speak to
His people it was not in the language of sweet-
ness as of old they heard Him; but it wasa
voice of vengeance and of the fury of God.
The loss of God was the firat effect of Adam'’s,
sin—the first terrible cffect.
The next cffcet of sin was, that the Lord
withdrew the knowledge of God from the carth,
Oh, my friends, how the car of unfallen man
drank in the music of God, as he listened to
the voice of God in the gurden of Eden. God
spoke to man, and the air around re-cchoed
with ter thousand harwonics, as of the most
delicious song. God breathed that small still
voiee of which the Seriptures speak, which
filled the heart of unfallen man—which respond.
ed to every concord of that perfectly attuned
nature, and throbbed again at the breath of
that heavenly voice that swept over him; so
that it made musie in his soul, harmony in his
car, and brought delight wnd vapture to the
heart of man. It filled his mind with knowl-
edge — the divine knowledge of faith, —
Seeing God, he had an intwitive Kknowl-
edge of God, and the divine nature of
God in all its magpificent perfeetion, When
&od withdrew, the light and knowledge disup-
peared with Him; but it disappeared slowly,
For many ages man kept the traditions of’ the
true God. 'The sun set, indeed, but it set
slowly. The darkness of utter night did not
come on suddenly; but still the light was sink-
ing iato cvening, and might eame on apace.
The sun of divine knowledge set slowly, but
Oh! how effectually, into the occan of divine
wrath; and there was no light, no life, no truth
amongst men; and the intellectual and moral
atmosphere was darkened ; all—all was black
in the blackness of night. This was the sad
complaint of the prophet Isaiah, when he ex-
claimed: ¢There is no truth, there is no
knowledge of God in the land, Thus saith the
Lord even to the Jewish people: My people
have been silent beeause they have no knowl-
edge. Cursing, lying and corruption overflow
the land. Blood has touched blood, beeause
there is no truth, no knowledge in the land,”
Behold the second great loss in Adam's sin;
the loss of divine knowledge. The thousands
of forms of human knowledge the soul refused.
Human philosophy found in the soul an im-
mortal spivit that refused philosophy for its
food. They found not that food for the heart
of man; and yet they boasted of their progress
-and of their civilization as men boast now-u-
days in the Ninetccuth Century. God is the
light—the true lightcoming from heaven. The
light eomes not {rom beneath ; the light comes
:from above., You might as well seek the rising
sun in the darkness of night, as scek the true
light of God.in all the researches of human
‘knowledge or human seicuce. Therefore, this
"gospel of progress—this seientific gospel, is as
the pagan relizion tells us; this human philose-
phy .is scparated from God; and—from the
simplicity of that faith—that momont it be-
comes a lic; the moment it separates itself from
God it is as a lie from hel, from which cvery
lie comes,. .

.. The third great avil—the third loss of man, by his
sin—was the loss of divine grace, This was even
worsc—still far worse than the loss of Gtod Himself,
or the loss of knowledge. It was infinitely greater

‘theh the loss'of knowledge. - It way greaterthan
the loss of God Himself, I will prove it. Even if
God had withdrawn for o time—if man had kapt the
divine grico—then, at the hour of ‘his death, he
would behold that Ged again.  So, it was the most
terrible loss, for if man had kept divine grace, the
seprration from God would have been fora small
span of years, That grace would have kcpf: him
holy in purity and in the grace of a strong, abiding,
vigorons, cflicncious command over every pession,
over every inclination, and have given empire of the
soul over the body, and all other graces of God to
the hieart of tan, and to the soul of man. . But by
sin he not omly lost the friendship of Ged, the
knowledge of God—the most terrible Joss of all—he
lost the Grace which the Almighty God hind entailed
upon him, So loug as that grace was upon him it
made Lhim pleasing to Almighty God. Even the
greatest misery of ull the conscquences of sin, the
wavering of the huwt, the monotony of life, the
hardening of the soul — forming the interior from
the exterior—-he nced have no fear of, so longas
God's grace was upon him ; he was still a child of
God, denrest and most beautiful to his Father's
Lieart. It was only when he lost that grace—it was
only when he became the slave of his passions, the
servant of his Lodily inclinations—when he became
unholy and impure—only then did Almighty God
reganl him as His enemy—the man whese existence
was 0 curse, and whose end was te Le everlusting
perdition !

These were the three losses. Now we will con-
sider the regencration, and the remedy of the Re-
deemer. He came. He brought back to us pre-
cisely the three things that we lost in Adam, O,
now beautiful was MHis coming! O, how tender
and loving wus the coming of the Son of God l—
First, God left the carth with anger upon His brow
and & curse upon His lips.  First, He left the carth
~He left the trunbling sinmer horror-stricken at
His curse, while the hissing serpent wound his way
into the thicket and disappeaved, with this cuvse
upon him. ITeaven and hell took up the cumse ; the
heavens rained down the curso, and it sank like rain
into the roil of earth. It brought sterility to the carth.
It bronght poisxvn te the snake. It Lrought fury to
the lion and the tiger, and to the other wild beasts
of the forest. It permeated nature ; and then there
was nothing but despair and darkness as of night.~
How terrific was the withdrawal of our Divine Lord
from the enrth!  How sweet, how loving is His
coming! A virgin brings Him forth; a daughter of
curth, most pwre and holy, yet simply humin—s Of
the carth carthly.” A daughter of the sons of men
—pure, voung, beautiful, fit to be the Mother of the
Son of Giod. She was to Lring the Majesty and ful-
ness of God by her ¢hild of grace.  He was to come
forth, when He was 30 years of age, in the fulness of
time to prench the Gospel and to announce the
truth.  The very first word that ever came from tlhe
lips of Jesus Clirist was the word Llessed!  He went
up into the mountain, when He had called tha peo-
ple around him. After four thousand years silence,
God is about to speak! For four thousand years,
the echoes that were heard in the groves of Paradise,
during the long, long ages passed, had ve-cchoed the
curse of God.  (od is about to speak to man.—
“ Blessed are the poor! How beantiful, how sim-
ple! Forsin, God cursed the earth: and He said,
on this day, to the sinner: % Blessed are the poor !I”
taking commisseration on poverty, with all its
afHlictions — poverty with all its humiliations —
poverty, with its naked body starving—poverty,
despised and rejected by the world—puverty, with
its sickness wunq its sorrows—peverty, with its priva-
tions. & Blessed are the poor!” He said, © for theirs
is the kingdom of heaven!” Oh, Low beautiful is
the coming of the Son of God in that day: Ly His
very presence amongst men Ho Drought back the
first great thing that Adam had lost. God was lost
Ly the sin of man; man lost the socicty and the
fellowship of God.  God is restored in Jesus Christ.
In Him dwelt the fulness of divinity. He came;
but He came a5 God. You might look upon Him
as one of carth, as a little child, trerabling in His
mother's arms, weeping upon her bosom, did you
not know that the Etvmal Infant is the Eternal
God? God came again to save his fallen ercature
—man. God came with blessings upon His lips,
favor and merey, in His hands.  God came again to
speak words that fell as music upon the vars of the
sinner and the afilicted one. “ Come to Me, all ye
who are burdened and heavy laden, and I will re-
fresh you" “Come to Me, oh, ye sinners; for I am
not one whe requires much. Cotne to Me, Oh, ye
aficted und fallen, that I may lift you, and give
glory to my Father, und give joy for the onc sinner
that doth penance.” For I am all hope and love and
consolation,” Thus came God, the Regenerator,

Moreover, He Lrought Lack with him what man
had lost Ly sin; namely, the trnfh—the knowledge
of truth. Did he come to take sight of the werld—
to observe with an all-seeing cye—to senn all its
imperfections?  Did he come to judzge the world, to
take silent note of man's weakness, of man's ingrati-
tude for fuvors, and of the impurity that surronnded
him—to take silent note of him, and in His infinite
wisdom and sactity to jwlge him? No. I came
not to judge, but to save” He came speaking as
Gad—tiod proclaiming to all men,and to all nations
and classes of mcn, the truth which He brought with
Him from heaven. He spread that truth umongst
men. He declared that they should ¢ know the
truth,” No lJonger shiould thiey inquire after the
truth. The anxiouns philesopher secking for his
God, was a thing of the past. Humanity looking for
its religion was o thing of the past; for the Lternal
Sen of Gl suid: “You shall know the teuth, and
the truth shall make you free.” So He gave to man
the trutl as it is in Jusus Christ, onr Lord. i

Bat the first loss of divine grace was the most ter-
rible loss of all to man, a greater loss than even the
temporury loss of the fellowship of God —greater
even than the knowledge of God.  Ob, in vain
woutld Christ have come and given us Himself in
His own divine person; in wvain would He have
given us knowledge for eaving us, if He had not
also bronght with Him from heaven His divine
grace, purifying, reviving, and strengthening the
souls of men.  Therefore He came not only to
preach, my dear friends, but also to hear the sinner's
confussion and to absolve him. He came not only
te propagute the truth in His preaching, bat He
came to touch the cyes of the bLlind, to open them ;
not 50 much the eyes of the bady, as the eyesof the
soul. When the miraele lind been performed—when
the blind men’s cycs were apened—he sought out
Christ and aid to Him, “Vhere is the Lord that I
mny believe in Him ? Then Christ said, * Lam He”
And he, filled with divine light, said: Thou art
Christ, the Son of the Living God.” Ho opened the
eyes of that man's soul far more effcctunlly to the
light of divine truth than the eyes of his body to the
light of the rising or the selting sun,

e came to give peace, Now T want fo insist
npon this. Owr age is rassing over this grent fea-
ture of the Catholic Church,  Men now-axlays nre
proud of their multitude of religions, and call them
ell religious trnths, Denying onc rnother—opposcd
to cach other — yet they call them alf religious
truths! But, in their pursvit of trth, I am willing
to admit and to Lelieve that, in very many cases,
their pursuit after trath is a real, high-minded, pure-
minded, carnest cffort, to wrive at the trath, I
would not have you, my Catholic frieunds, imagine
for an instant that there is no purity of intention or
loftiness of purpose and carnestness . of will outside
"the Catholic Chiurch. No; this would be the highest
form of bigotry. I would not that the Catholics
were inclined to believe that all carnestness, all
sincerity and all goodness was confined to ua: we,
who have so much that we can afford to be generous
and to ke true to those who are without the pale of
the Church; filled with carnestness. in their efforts
to arrive at the truth; yut every man imngines that

lie has the conclusion of the truth, as it i» in Jesus
Christ. One man says baptism is necessary for sal-
vation ; another seys it is not. Both sincerely be-
lieve that they have truth, as it isin Christ; and
one or'the other is believing and preaching a lie.—
But, though I say they are carnest in their pursuit
after truth, I don't say they find it. I say they do
not. I amassure of it ns I am of my own exist-
ence. I know, as I know my God is here, that there
is no truth—no religious truth to be found outside
of the Holy Romun Catholic Chnrch. If I did not
know it, I would nof assert it. If I did not believe
it, I would not devote my whole life, in all sincerity,
and infraternal love, to try to induce my fellow-men
on ¢very side to hear me—to come with me that 1
miglit Icad them inte that Church and let them bow
down before that altar. Would I, in common with
my fellow-pricsts, devote my life to this truth, but
because we know that this truth is necessory for sal-
vation? Dut evenif they had the truth—if they
posscssed the truth—the possession of the truth is
not cnough; for, even as things are, men in their
putsuit of truth lose sight of grace. Truth alone—
cven to the heart of man, the highest form of truth
—is not suflicient. Divine as that truth may be, it
is not enough. We, Catholics, know the truth.—
Will any man tell me that it is cnough when he
bas made an act of faith? Docs any man believe
that that is enough? No, No Catholic be-
lieves it ; the Catholic Church never taught such n
thing. Why? Beenuse Christ, our Lord, brought
from heaven not only iruth but grace, The Licth of
that grace and truth is virtuc to the intelligence that
admits it—the grace of virtue to the heut, to the
affections and to the will. That grace is necessary
for ealvation according to the words of St, Paul, who
says: “ Knowledge of the truth is as nothing—
Xuy, more, if you have not that grace which is
divine charity, you have not fuith, Hear the word
of inspiration, which says: “AIl iy knowledge is
as nothing.” Do you imagine that I or any other
Catholic man trusts to this knowledge to keep him
in moments of temptations, to cuable him to re-
strain evil designs, to conquer his passions? If he
trusts to knowledge, he will turn asay and shut his
eyes to the power of Almighty God; and in the
moment of blind trust, he stains his soul witl mor-
tal gu. Do you imagine that we trust to knowledge
to kkecp us in the hour of temptation 2 Knowledge,
no matter how extensive, will never make o man
pure. Why yon might as well attempt to moor a
vessel with a single thread of silk as to keep down,
Ly human or divine knowledge, the passions of man.

The grace of God—the grace of God enriched by ?

prayer—is neecessary in order to preserve the heart
aud soul pure in the tumultuons temptations of
every moment of life, This grace Christ gave us in
the confessional ; this is the mest necessary of all.
Behold, then, in what the regeneration of this world
consists. It consists in restoring, through Christ,
grace to every man ameongst us—it consists jn tak-
ing away the cvil of sin, in taking away the cor-
ruption of sin, and in substituting the Lord Jesus
Christ. Not Adam, Lut Christ. Not Adam, but
some one far above aud infinitely greater than Adam.
For, as it is usual with Him, when He does a thing
to do it perfectly and superabundantly—se, when
He came with the remedy for Adum's sin, He
brought a remedy, and left us much greater, much
holicr than even in the days of Adam; and it is here
in the adorable sacrament of the altar of Jesus
Christ.

# But what albiout the Church?” you say; * what
about the Chureh of which you came here to preach
to-day ? you did not say a word about the Church,”
I know very well, my friends, that isalltrue, - They
tell o story in eld Roman history of a poor peasant
who hnd three goats stolen from him. Well, he
bired a Iawyer to plead his case, and to get him
back his three gonts, The lawyer came before the
Jjudge ; the prisoncr was there also ; the Jawyer made
a splended speech,  He began with the history of
the wars of the Roman Emperers; expatiated upon
ull the great generals that Lome produced ; and he
was about sinking down exhausted, after a long and
magnificent effort, when the peor man went and
spoke to him: “ Will you be good enouglh, cven
now,” says he, “to say a word about my three
goats.” Now, I am not going to treat you in this
way. I have dwelt on faith at some Iength, so far
although, in truth, as I did not mention a word
about the Church, I may rucan it all the time,
Christ, our Lord, is in His Church—Christ, our
Lord, solemnly declared that He was in His Churcls
until the end of time,  Christ deelared simply and
amphatically that, altbough He lived in His visible
person antongst men only thirty-three years, He
intended to live nntil the last moment of the world's
history, in His Church. Therefore, whatever He
was vesterday, the same He is to day. Now, mark ;
the Apostle 8t. Panl says: % What Christ was yester-
day, He is to-day, and the same forever” He did
net come to do a transient or ephemeral work, He
did not come to teach men to live again after Him
as they lived before His coming, No; but He de-
elared, %I am come, not for a day, not for a time,
but for ever. Iam caome, to remain. Think not
that I am going away 1" He says to the Apostles:
%X will not leave you orphans, 1 will come to you
again. I will be with you all days wntil the con-
summation of the world.” Do not imagine for n
moment when Mary, at the Incarnation, =aid, *Be
it donc to me according to Thy word ;" and God was
made present in- her immaculate hosom ; do not
imagine,for 2 moment,thnt that work has ever ceascd.
No, no. Before He left, He substantinted Himself
in the Blessed Eucharist.  Before He left He chang-
cd the bread and wine into His body and bload ; and
even as He changed the water into wine at Cana,
in Galilee,so He chinged the wine into the heart's
Llood of Jesus Clrist, Do not imagine that the
Suviour went awey, to rcturn no more, thereby
giving the lic to Himsclf; for Ho said: *I will
come back. I will not leave you orphans. I am
with you until the consummation of the world”
And as the Regenerator of the world spenks through
His Churcl:, whoever denies the Church denies
Cluist. In this, mark how clearly—mark how
cmphatically and how distinctly the Son of God left
the three marks upon His Church in Himself, The
three great evils that sin had done are undone by
His Church. Fimst: God was made present in
Christ, The truth of God was made present in the’
word of Christ. The grace of God was made pre-
sent in the action of Christ through His Church;
for Hesnid:  There is one thing that I will Ieave
You no matter what else you mny be dejrived of.
They shall cast out your name as evil for my sake.
You may not have the smiles or the friendship of
this world, I tell you that the friendship of -this
world is cnmity to God. There is one thing .you
must have, I will send my sphiit of truth upon you
to remain with you forever, wlio will abide with yeu,
and lead you into all truth” The truth and  kapw-
ledge of God shall be in that Church, for He says;
“The gates of hell shall not preveil sgainst thut
Church, The truth shall be upon your lips ; andas
the Father sent me I ulso send you; go teach all
nations to hear my commandments.” "I ask you,
my friends, can the word of God or man be more
clearly ur more vmphinticnlly expressed to assuro is
that the, fullness of unchanging truth and the pos-
session of the Divine sceptre was to be bound to
the Catholic Church forever? Is there more than
this? - He gave to that Church power to grant and
confer grace—that which was the highest virtuo of
Dw}nu grace on this earth, namely, the. forgiveness
of sin, When the Pharisces snw our, Lord raising
dead they wondered, When thoy saw Him opening
the eyes of the, Llind, and healing the sick, they
wondered ; yet thicy never neenged Hira 'of blasphemy.
But thé' moment they heard Hirm sayto'the parely-
tic man, * Thy sins wre fotjriven thee Mint once jthey
suid, ¥ Who'is this: blasphemer, - that. says.. He: can
forgive sin 7’  And & perfect ‘right they

would have to say so
been ‘Thrist ; for . gilrist ’
been o blasphemer if He' had
alone in the forsivencss of sin
achieved the Lighest triumph
gm\b'cr.h ?Thé gift of that
irbugh Jesus Christ. « All power? on G
beaven and on carth, is given tg M(:! lfxxo‘irmh i
Father sent Me, with all that power, S0 do Ias 5 ‘ﬂ I
you." Then, approaching, He solemuly brc:t;nd
upon t_hem, as they stood areund Him, and He el
s Repcn'c ye the Holy Ghost ; whose sing you :lmd:
forgive they ave forgiven them ; and whose ging o+
shnrl}l retain they nre retained” S You
he truth of Ged remains upon the infalliit. 1
of the Church  Grace is poulrcd ahro:(‘l.ﬂal‘:-gx]; ti
sacramental hunds of the spouse-of Jesug Christ t\];u
man can deny this, if he admits any weaning 1, e
words of the Saviour. He gave to the Apus?leq 5
to their suceessors individually, the essentig) plof:-?d
to forgive sin; so, in this day’s Gospel ﬁr‘
says : ¢ Go teach all nations, baptizine the :
in the name of the Father, and of the Sop. nnd( b
the Holy Ghost.” Xow I ask you what (ll’JQS t]?f
mean?  *Go teach all nations ! Teach ay natiom
by the power of that word which was to create t'aiﬂ:m-
for faith comes by hearing—not the word of may
but of God. Therefore; it was the word of God thu,
wis upon their lips that spread the faith, ﬂ‘he,m
fore, it was the word of God, enlightenine thenel.
cnabling them, strengthening them; and as it wa
upen the lips of the twelve foundation stones of tilq
Church, so it is upon the lips of their 3uccessors t.;:
day. What does he mean by saying “to teuch amd
fo baptize them 7 What does this mean? Poeg it
not mean that He gave them power to Yegenerate
that which was badly digene ated in Adam ? 1)'(,eq
it not mean that He gave then power to apply His
own most precious bloud to save the unvegenciated
and ns Laptismal water to clesnse sin from the soul ?
Does he not emphatically give them power to oy
with the sin of Adam in one sacram ent, and to degl:
with individual sin in another. T fuvorite agy.
ment of those who are outside the Chureh js that
Iaptism takes away sin. We acknowlzdge that bap.
tism takes away sin. W acknowledge that it Tege-
nerates ; it gives new birth, and that it takes away
the sin of Adam from the soul. Thig is really and
truly the meaning as applicd vy the Chureh—this ig
baptism—this is the regeneration, Greut God! the
inconsistency of men, who acknowhalge that Geg
has given his Church, in one sacrament, the very
power they deny in another!  Why, the Saviour has
suid most emphatically, © whose sing you shall for.
give they are forgiven ; whose sins you shall tetain
they are retained.”  Now, my friends, in these great
attributes the Church of God is nothing morc?lmn
the type of Jesus Chuist, her divine founder,
Finally, He was not content with giving His
Chiurch the word of truth.  He was not content with
conferring on it the power of granting grace—that
cleansing grace for regencrating ang reviving fle
souls of men, but He crowned nll His gifts Ly giving

if Ho nag
would have 1,;::::
not been Gog, Not
s élmighty God
of His Smuipoteyt
power He gave to man

“Himself, and leaving Himself in the taberacles of

His Catholic Church, He gave to us the essencs of
truth and of grace; for, whatever Christ Jesus is
thete is the fountain of divine trath and of ruririné
sanctifying grace. In this way the Church isthe
regenerator of society. I wish to show you—1I wish
to Lring home the question mare to yourselves in a
practical manner; and T ask you, let us suppose
there was no Catholic Church in the world, Lt us
suppose, for an instunt, that she was, as many zood,
kind hearted Protestants scem somctimes to think,
namely : an idelatress and a falsifier. When did she
begin to be this ? In what year? TFifteen hundred
years ago, let us suppose she was this. Then, my
Protestant fricnd, you have no authority at all for
upholding ene iota ¢f Christian doctrine. In carly
days there were more than four Gospels written—
"The Catholic Church ook four Gospels and rejucted
the others.  Upon her own autherity, inspired und
divected by the spirit of God, she held four Gospals
and rejected the others. You have these Gospls
from the Catholic Church. Deny the existence of
the Catholic Church for & moment and what have
youleft? Istherea man in this world that would
stund up and say, “This is the trutk, I am prepar-
cd to prove it Is, as coming from the lips of Jesus
Christ,” without the aid of the Catholic Church?—
Tradition is gone—truth is gone—the Apostolic suc-
cession s carried away ; the golden link that binds
this nincteenth erntury with those centwries that
have passed awny is destroyed ; and-there vemains
on this earth not a single voice authorized to teack
the Gospel of Jesus Christ! The crler—thedivine
order—that was established in the first beginning by
Almighty God, DLefore ever Adam was born—that
order which was destroyed by sin and restored by
Jesus Clirist, aud completed by Wis Cluvch—that
arder would be destroved it you take awny that
Church. Let us suppose, for an instant, that the
Catholic Church were an idolatress—that the food
she gives could turn to poison ; who is to hold men
accountable if they escape the law—if they escape
the penalty of their crimes? There is none but
this ¥ falsifier and idolatress,” to hold them account-
able., God has leosed his Iiold of them ; and whe
is to liold them accountable ? Whe is to make then
examine their censciences and make that conscience
tender and that soul pure? For instance, if aman
gets ten thousand dollars dishonestly,in some trans-
action in which the Iaw cunnot affeet him; if that
man is a Catholic, the moment he goes to confession
—the moment he kneels to Goed's priest, and siys:
T have wade ten thousand dallars unjustly,—the
confessor says : ¢ You must make restitution. The
curse of the Son of God will fall upon you, if you
«lo not restore it.  You necd never espect forgive-
ness, for T will not allow you to appronch the Attar
of God, for Holy Communion, until you have pid
to the lnst farthing I A scrvant, perlups, is in the
hLiabit of pilfering, day by day, a little ; one day she
takes awny an ounce of tea; the next day  bushel
of conls ; andso on. This goes on undetected ; and,
if you would tell hershe was doing wiong, she would
say, probably, #Thank you for mothing! I know

that very well, myself. It is” no harm, as long asl

am not found out.” But the Catholic servant has fo
go to confession at Easter time, Sho kno‘_\'stlmt she
cannot approach the Altar for Communion, nless
she makes up ber mind and her will nzainst all pi-
fering ; acd that she must restore to the last farth-
ing, all that she has taken, I ask you,in what Co“.'t
sists the regeneration of society? What keeps !
sound? Many outside the Catholic Church l“'llr
«Qh, it docs not matter a great deal!” But, I el

vou it does matter a great deal. A young man out-
side the Catholic Church marries a young givl; for
the six or seven years they have been together they
have lived happily. Tn an cvil hour he secs _somtf?
one: he begins to love another beside the wife 0

his bosom. That moment, the devil's ﬁcﬂll’m“og‘
come in, He gets the aid of his companions tohelp
him to rid him of his wife; and to licentious n}e};
like him, it does not matter how, Her fair name iq
lost by onc breath. He gocs into the court and ot
his “bill of divorce ;” and he drives from her.hontt‘,
the wife of his bosom, the:mother of his childrey
with o lost, or a shattered character. 'l'o the Pro-
testant man, or 4 man who is not a Catholic, I Sf"‘)(’r:
do,_niot mind my words ; they ate bt as the pas v
breeze, But, if he can do ‘this, I tell-yow, thu_trgj .
gion that permits him, or nssists him to commi ‘s
crime—which s accursed of Cfod, beenuse ]1 e

breoking -usunder. the bond . Christ las decld y
should never be sundered—is breaking up tho “‘m
foundations. of society. But-if the Catholic t}"m
mairies n wife—no matter how bad he is—nnd t]an ‘
is no man' ns bad as & bad Catholic—a lgnt}?rO%:d o
i8 fiathing to him j-—buyt,if this Catholic lS,"sh. eclf
bad can be, hé:wonld never attompt to .lwﬂlll ol
of the,power that, o sees;his Protestant fel 9&‘;:;;“1;;—08
excreising, and a8 it is, excrcised by, 1;01,1;:?2 holih
g0 freely in this agé of ouis. Ifthe though




