
THE INTERNATIONAL INVITATION.
(Wuici we hope aur Dominion anid Provincial statesmen Nvili accept in the fraternal spirit in which it is offered,and let ns retuirn

the comipliment with interest!)

NOTES 0F HUMAN NATURE.

OUR next cloor neighibor reccntly lost bis wifie. 'l'le
bercaved îvas a Scotchmian, andi bore bis loss %with

niot a little pbilosophic resignationi. H-is ncighblor on the
left, who is a veritable sister of miercy at such tinies, ran
in to sce if she could ini any îvay acld to the (:onifort of
the poor man. On his i-eturn fronii the funeral she found
hlm in the dining roomr devotig hiniself, after the Scotch
customn, to biscuits and whiskey. In the wvords of the
song, Ilto keep his spirits up, be poured the spirits clowni."

Il'Oh ay 1" hie said with a sigh, in answer to sonie words
of consolation, Il It's a grent loss, a great loss. It's no
every day a mon can pick up a wîfe likzc Susan. But the
Lord's ivili bc done," lie contintied, after a glass of whis-
kcy. IlThey hae pit ber ini a nice place, and therc's jist
rooni for ma ain coffin beside ber but %vlat's puzzlin'
nie is, whai-r'/ Ipit mla second wife ?

Two ladies ivere going clownv Vonge strcet on one of
those beautifuil spring-like <lays we had about a fortnighit
ago. One was apparently about thirty ycars of agce,
dressed in the dcepest, heaviest miourning ; the other,
inuch, younger, was cvidently a nicre acquaintance. Their
conversation showved that therc is indeed but Ilone stej)
frorn the sublimie to the ridiculous."

The eider began the conversation ini a clcar, sweet
voicc, saying, I suppose y'ou heard of poor dear papa's
death."

"lVes; I saiv the notice ini the paper," saîd the ocher i
a sympathetic voice, theni stoppcd, as if fearing to step on
delicate ground.

".Poor dear 1 lie suffered dreadfully-canicer of the
,-tomacb, you know," and she told with painful niinuteness
the details of bis suffcrings, bow pathetic he 'vas in his
weakness, howv awful in lis pain and deliriumn, but flot
without a certain pathos and feeling wvhich showed itself
on the younger lady's face, wbich paled, îvbile her eyes
filled with sympathetic tears. IlBut just before lie <ied,"
shc continucd, "lhe becamie conscious and caliii, calling
us ail to bis bedside to bid us fatreweil, leaving niother
Iast, then taking ber .hand in his "-here the mrourner
abruptly stopped, and darting towards a fancy store win-

dow exclainîed, iin a niost ecstatic voice, Il O1, whiat a
beautiful pinicushion !'

I)A.\iýv and Joan ivere at breakfast the other nioriniig.
joani, wlîo lîad a, swollen face [romi the toothache, wlîicli
had cbased Il naturc's sweet restorer, balmiy slccp," fr-oni
lier wveiry cyes during,( the night, said to I arby, vhîo is
extreniely absent-iiinded on occasions, anîd wlîo nieyer
thinks of contradicting bis ivife, Il rarlby, dear, if this pain
loes not stop by to-nigbt, l'il either have the tootlî out or

bc dezdl " (Nvitlî great emipliasis). Il Welh, dear," said
1)arl.y, absently, Il citiier w'ay %vil] plea-se nie »

LQUERIES.

W7 HIEN nniv'ersal nmatter was a nebulouq affair.
Ere the macracosm started ta evolve,

W\hen a sort or atomn-anarchy existed everywhere,
Ere the nuclei had started ta revolve,

And matter to these centres had begun ta gravitate
Did nascent gag-constructors at their own %fit cachinnate>

\Vhen the liozoon wvas hiustling in the deep Laurentian seas
His calcareous secretions ta amass,

Did he dare in the security of rhizopodic case
And with facial development of brass

An Eozoic neighbor ta accost with accents bold.
And fiendishly ejaculate -'Goocl niorning! Ain't it coki ?'

XVhen the prehistoric critie ta the prehistoric bard,
\Vith post-glacial gelidity and nerve.

Said cacophony and ruggedness of metre often marred
The sublimity of flowv and rhytbrnic v'erve

That should miark ail epics based on ainthropô*geiictic spats,
Did the prehistoric versifier dare to unurmur - IZatz 1"

P. Kus.

NOT A TIMELY TOPIC.

R AB--" Weel, Jock, wbat is it a' tbey releegious novels
ri re claverin aboot, noo ?'>

JoCK-" It's jist the saine thing ower again-eterîal
punishn-ient."

RAil-"l Hoot, tlîat's an everlastin' buruîin' question. I
thocht they hied got Farrar years ago." «i MC.


