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his eye beaming with love, his. encouraging in-
vitation.given. No doubt about his willingness
to .receive his desire to’ be trusted. Thomas
yields at once to the power of sueh & ?'acions
presence unshackled by any of those false bar-
riers we 50 often raise; the full, warm, gushing
tide of adoring, embracing, confiding love,
goes forth and pours itself out in the expression,
y Lord, and my God/ Best and most blessed
exercige of the spirit, when the eye in single-
ness of vision fixes upon Jesus, and, oblivious
of itself, and all about itself, the abashed heart
fills with adoration, gratitude, and love, and in
the fulness of ita emotion casts itself at the
.Bect of Jesus, saying with Thomas, My Lord,
ny God. J
" Second, Let us take this instance of our
Lord's treatment of Thomas, as s guide and
example to us how tc treat those who have
“doubts and difficulties about the great facts
and truths of religion. There was surely a
singular toleration, a singular tenderness, a
gingular condecension in the marmner of the
.Baviour’s conduct here towards the doubting,
unbelieving apustle. There was much about
those doubts of Thomas affording ground of
-gmvest censure, the bad morale of the heart
ad much to do with thom. 1t was not only an
unrensonsble, it was a proud, & presumptuouns
position he took up, in dictating the conditions
upon which alone he would believe. What
abundant materials for controversy, for eon-
demnation did his case supply ! Yet notby these
does Jesvs work upon him, but by love,—by
simply showing himself, by stooping even to
comply with the conditions so unreasonbly snd
presumptuously prescribed. And if, in kin-
dred czses, when the spirit of religious increda-
lity is busy in any human breast, doing there
its unhappy work in blusting the inward peace,
waiving all controversy we could but present
the Saviour as heis, and get the eye to rest upon
Him, and the heart to take in a right impres-
gion of the depth and. ienderness and the con.
- destension of His-love, might not many a vex-
ed spirit be led to throw itself down before
such a Saviour, saying, Lord, I believe; help
Thou mine unbeliet,
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What salth He as He walka in light

Among the 1llies falr and winlte—
Mare fulr than they~-

The risen Lord on Enster Day ?

0 yo that sufler, sln and dle,
Isuft:r with you even |,
‘Thace thirty years
Of humun pain, aud to1l, and tears.

¥ And when ye nalled Me to the tree
1 knew My dying love would be
A powaer 8o vast
That all the worid must yleld at lass.

# Triumphant over death and ain,
Behol M)‘.lﬂf' aud enterin;
T Q rmao with Mo

Glad shares 1n love’s vietory !

# My quenchless love that burst the grave,
My 1isen love isstrong tosave ;
Whereler I relgn
From cuptivo souls falls every chain.

% Toforo Me flles the brooding night,
Tho sky of duwn is flushed with ligat ;
O 1ift your eyes
And watch the morn of hope arise."
~The Churchman.

‘CONFIRMATION.

Some of our boys and girls are now looking
forward to being confirmed; perhaps have al
ready pronounced the solemn words “I do,” in

- answor to the question of the Bishop, “Do
yo here, in the presence of God, and of this
congregation, renew the solemn promise and
vow that ye made, or that was made in your
nams, .iit_; your Baptism ; ratifying and' oonfirm-

~'ing the. same; and aokowledging yoursgives

bowgd to believe and to do &l those things

which ye then 'undertook,-or your Sponsors
then undertook for you ?"

It was & very large promise, and they were
very great things that were then promised for

you, as you will see by referring to the Bap-|

tismal gorvice; such 2 large promise and such

great things as were far above your power -and,

the power of your parents to keep. They
were promised dy faith; that is, in a strong
belief that all the power of God would be at
your disposal to help you to keep them, and
that His promises of help and grace, ‘‘He,
f'or His part, would most surely keep and per-
orm,”

Now we are g0 anxious that all the boys and
girls to whom we talk from month to month,
and who are thinking of taking this solemn
step, shonld realise and understand fully what
they are about to do, that we want to warn
them just here of a serious danger. It is
this : older people are sometimes apt to tell
young people who wish to be confirmed, that
the words in the Baptismal service, “I re-
nounce the Devil and all his works, the vain
pomp and glory of the world, with all covetous
desires of the same, and the sinful desires of
the flosh, so that I will not follow nor be led
by them,” “do not mean guite what they seem
to mean ; that, of course, it could never be ex-
pected that young persons should really do all
this—should really live up' to these words in
their strict sense,” and so they soften them
down and take from their meaning, until those
who are about to promise them hardly know
what they are to promise.

Now we want to have our young friends
understand that these words mean just what
they say, and that if they intend to take them
upon their lips, they must do it with the full
knowledge that only by the great power of
God can they either understand or do what
they promise by them. That great power of

God is the Holy Spirit, who will come, if you
ask Him, right into your-heart, and, when He

is come, will show yon what these words mean;
and, more than that, will make you want to
promise them just as they stand ; and, still
more than that, will be in you the power by
which you will do them. He knows just what
secret spring in your heart must be touched to
muke you feel ag you ought about this solemn
step. The best preparation for Confirmation is
such a resl love for the Lord Jesus thut you
will want todo all that He requires, not justas
little as you can. This love is the work of the
Holy Spirit te give you, for the Bible says,
“The love of God is shed abroad io our hearts
by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.”—
Parish Visitor.

TWO FRIENDS.

CHAPTER IV.—CONTINUED.

Reggie said nothing, but looked straight be-
fore him as if he bad not heard.

“Perfectly stubborn and sulky,” said Miss
Everson to Hannah with a sigh. “It is dis-
tressing to see a child a0 hardened. I think
he ought to be sent at once to some strict
school. I do hope his mother will not be weak
and give way to him.”

Reggie was not so indifferent as he had
looked. He was filled with wonder as to
whether this would make any change in his
fate, Surely it was not possible that his
mother could be more particular than Miss
Everson, and yet she was always referred to
a8 if she were. In story booke too, mothers
were generally represented as nice. But then
in story hooks there were so many wonderful
things that were not true, and besides the peo-
ple who wrote them were most likely old and
had forgotten., '

On the earliest opportunity he told Sam, and

‘Sam's view was a decidedly hopeful one,

" YYour Ma coming home, Makier Reggie, that

is nice for you, She'll be kind to you, you'll
gee, and give you lots of treats and things” .

“Do you think so?” asked Reggie, doubt-
filly. “Hannsh always tells me she'll make
me mind when she comes home.” -

“Never you heed what Hannah says. You'll
gee I'm right,” said Sam cheerfully. - - =

“You haven’t got & mother, I suppose ?”
asked Reggie.

*“Bless, you, no, my dear! She's dead this

-many a long day. But she was a good "y,

she were, and a hard-working soul as 4ver
wos. Nine of us she brought up, she did, and
three she buried, and me agd my sister Marths,
88 lives over Stoneham way, is sll as is left
now.”

Reggie was a liftle puzzled by Sam's way of
expressing himself, and thought his mother
could not have been very nice if she had baried
some of her children. Besides, it must have
been so very long ago, that he surely could not
recollect a great deal about her,

There was a certain stir and bustle in the

guiet household on acecount of Murs, Lacy's ex-
peoted arrival. Miss Everson held great con.
sultation with Hannah as to whether it would
be advisable to have - the spring cleaning
before she came. They would certainly not
‘be able to leave of fires, for Indian people were
‘always so ohilly on firat coming to a colder
climate.
_ Before it was finanally settled one way or
the other, a new event engrossed every one's
attention ; Miss Everson waa taken ill. Han-
nah, in all the years she had been with her,
had never krown her to have more than a
slight cold, or a headache for half & day, but
pow she was really ill,"and conficed not only
to her room, but to her bed. Hannah wasin
close attendance. Her mistress was of much
more importance to her than was Master
Reginald. Yet she took all precantions that
she could concerning him, and begged Sam to
see that he did not leave the garden.

Sam promised. and would not yield to Reg-
gie's entreaties and assurances that he would
come whenever he whistled,

“No, no, Master Reggie, you got into trouble
once that way, and you shan’t again if I can
help it. Your Ma coming and all. Why, if
Miss Everson had a knowd as I let you go out,
do you suppose I'd be here now ?"

“Bat won't you let me go just once, Sam, to
say good-bye to Nat. I want to do it so very,
very much.”

“He's gone long ago, Master Reggie, you
may be sure of that, and a good riddance
too."

“Well, just let me go out and see, then,”
pleaded Reggie.

For two or three days Sam turned a deaf
ear, but at last he said :

“Well, Muster Reggie, if I let you go just
once, you won't ask again, will you ?”

“No,” said Reggie cagerly, “I promise.
That is if I see him, you know. It's no good
if I don’t see him."”

“And s'pose he’s gone, how are you to see
him?” enquired Snm. “Look here, Master
Reggie, you promise you'll not worry about it
no more, and I'll let you go to-duy, and if you
don’t see him to-day you may go to-morrow.
But that's to be an end of it, do you hear?
You must make a bargain, or yon'll not go at
all,”

Reggie was obliged to promise, as it was his
only chance, He went down the Jane, and on
to the edge of the Common, and looked all
about and could see no one. Me waited and
waited, and at length Sam’s whistle sounded,
and he turned to go. Just at that moment a
figure appeared in the distance, He ran back

.to the garden gate,

“Oh Sam, he's just coming, mayn’t I stay
and spesk to him, to tell him to come to-
worrow.” .

HVery well,” agreed Sam, ‘“but it’s near your

dinner-time now, and you must go in,” -



