
esirous of introducing an additional ser-
ce in order to accoimodate a number

f Parishioners who could mot obtain

eats at other times. I told him I would
upport him, but the opposition from the

seat holders was so great that ho found, if
Áe persevered, he would lose every si.-
ence of the subscrptions towardd hIip

- eharities, and lie was obligod to abandon

e plan."

,Jtt î#tt.

The columns of THE CHu Cn GUARDIAN
'il befreely open to all who may wish

use them, no matter what the writer's
ws or opinions nay be; but objection-

ble personal language, or doctrines con-
rary to the well understood teaching of

the Church will not be admitted.

THE NEEPIGON BOY.

(To the Editors of the Church Guardian.)

Su : In answer to your appeal
for funds to pay for postage on copies of
the "Account of the Death o the Neepi-
gon Boy," we are very glad to send $10
for that object, the proceeds of a small
Bazaar, 'whieh we held for mission pur-
poses on Saturday, July 26th, '79.

ANNA HILL FRASER,'
SoPHIA M. ALMoN,
JAMEs M. DEW. ALMON.

Windsor, N. S., July 31st.

(To the Editora of the Chiurch Guardian).

Sas: The reduction of the annual
grant, to the Diocese of Frederic-
ton from the S. P. G. is scarcely receit-
ing the attention its importance demands.
We are at prsent receiving about $10,-
000.0> a year fromLthis souice. Our
miossdnary aork is in easin on a i sides.
We are obliged to forego the division of
existing missions, and the opening u'p of

new ones. This 'grant is annually de-
creasing. In a feN years, ve have to look
forward to the entire cessation of assiat-
ance at presont amounting to $0,000.00
par annum. If we cannot keep up with
our work with this grant, our condition
without it will b a most serious one.
The state oi the Province, and the prosent
outlook, is not such as to warrant our
éxpecting that this sum wili be made uip
by increased local contributions. Even if
it were so, we shall still b cri'pled fer
means. Now, why not petition the S. P.
G. to commute the annual grant by a
blocksum, to be added to our funds in-
vested. for the support of missioànaries I
There is a notice of motion to come be-
fore the next Synod of Mftrâlr',. ta that
effect. This night ba supplemented by a
Fuxid to bc raised lu the Diocese. We
are nof sufficiently alive to the, serious
fact that, in all probability, in ton years,
r*a eliall have !10,000.00 per year more

ta make up ta put us in the position 've
are in now. We are drifting towards
this point without a single effort to help
ourselves. Whore are our wise financiers,
and our business mon of the D. C. S.
Are they going to let us drift on the
rocksI If we are to apply for a commu-
tation, now is the time to do so. It is
better to have a small amount, which we
can , depend on, than 4 larger onenow'
which is certain to cease very shortly. I
ask the Clergy and Laity-What are we
going to do in the matter . -Vox.

(To the Editors of the Churc1 Guardian.)

Suis: Will some of youï renders kindly

tell me, through the mediumn of your val-
uable paper, what is the population of the

different Churches and religious bodies in

the world, and oblige,
Yours truly,

INQUiIRER.

"WmmÂxER" gives the following as Lie

THE CHURCH
estimated numbers-of Religious Denomi-
nations amongst Engl-speaking commu-
nities throughout the world:
Episcopaliauns...................17millions.
Methodists of all descriptions......14 millions.
Roman catholics... .................. 13k millions.
Presbyterians, of ail descriptions... 10 millions.
Baptiosao<f ail descriptioins ..... 8 millions.
Congregationalists...................7 millions.
Unitari ..s.................1million.
Alinor religious sects.........1 million.1
Of no religion in particular.........7 millions.

English-speaking population... 801 millions.

PUBLIC READING.

(To the Editors of the Church Guardian.)
Siis :-The discussion on the reading

of the Liturgy, now going on .in- your
columns, is most properly creating a

wide-spread interest. I am constantly
hearing words of approval of your bring-
ing up the subject. I believe the matter
of reading ought to be pressed upon the
attention of the Clergy, and especially
on those looking forward to the Minis-
try. It is said that to hear the presnt
Dean Burgon read the Lessons is more
instructive than to listen to many Ser-
mous, 1 excellent thugh they - y be.
Whnt ln the Bibie but the inspired Word.
ai God, which, through the reader, is
delivering a message to the souls within
reach of the voice 1 The Scriptures
should be read under a sense of great ro-
sponsibility. The passage ought to e
analyzed and thoroughly understood by
the reader himself, before ho presumes to
attempt 'to convey the meaning of the
inspired writer. I fear that many neyer
attempt to study the Chapter before read-
ing it, otherwise they :would nover rend
right on ,without paying attention to Lie
change of toue required, or the sense of
the passage. The Officesof; the Charch
require an equal amount of study. And
the Church has a right to require, as the
Witness and Keeper of Holy Writ, tha
her Ministers should not only understand
the IIoly Scriptures themselves, but e
able to convey the meaning clearly to
others. The worst readers may improve
themselves by attention to this matter. I
trust you will support any attempt to
give Divinity students advantages of in-
struction in vocal ôuture, and urge Very
strongly that the Bishapà or Exaiuning
Chaplains should examine applicants in
reading at the outset of their career as
students for the Mmnistry, and sec that
they receive instruction if neeod.

TOTAL ABSTINENCE.

To the Editors of the Church Guardian.

Sis,-If the matter he 'fairly and
fully discussed, and writers are reason-
able in making allowance for difference
of opinion, argument n the above sub-
ject must always be productive of good.
The writer is a missionary of many years
labor in the back'woods of Western Can-
ada, and bas hiad much to do with drink-
ing people of both sexes, and canappreci-
ciate anylhing said by one who desires
to prepare mon for usefulness in this de-
partment of the struggle with sin, and
all the evils following it, of which
drinking is by no means the least.

When the writer took charge of hie
present Mission, 'ha found that nearly
all the older people, and maany of the
younger were heavy drinkora,; and this
wholly irrespective of nationality, or
whether Methodists, Presbytoirans, or
Church people; and snd to: say, irres-
pective of their being Communicants or

anot; one of the four congregations
at present comprising the Iission,' ad
been fourteen yéars in charge of.a bro-
ther clergyman who lived many miles off,
and who had done the, best he: could.
by giving them a service, as it were, at the
expene-of hie owii chai-ge. 'Ai weli as
I can remember now, it was vithin 'a
week of the day I set foot in the Mission,
this clergyman and I were attending a
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Vestry meeting, in which he was putting
thinge in order to deliver up to me,
when a funeral came muto the church-
yard, and we were requested to officiate,
but both had to refuse, as the woman
died in delirium front drink. That was
my introduction to the work there, and the
circunstance nade a deep impression on
the beginner, and led to inquiry about
the field, which presented a vast amount
of the sane evil. In fact, for the next
two orthree years, almost alil Our Coin-
nunicants drank too much, and had to
be dealt with, and dealt with by me out
of the pulpit, as well as in. . To this
thought, reading and preparation, both
mental and personal, were necessary, and
the question withi me was, what must I
be, and do, to deal effectually with these
people and their ain.s and what must be
done for'them.*

Reason and Scripture agree that total
separation from the cause of drinking is
the only renedy for it; and common
sense teaches, that if a man would lead
anothèr to cease to drink, ho auglit him-
self first-to ease to drink, in fact must
do so. In preparing for the contest
thon, and lu getting ready to be an ex-
ample of what I taught and woudd have,
it is not't ib woudered at that lbecaue
a total abstainer.

Those who are wedded to drink, will
of course, think more of the man who
takes his glass ; but the ruile is just
otherwise, as regards ministers, for the
worst drinker will respeet the clergyman,1
who, for the good of others, and the glory
of God, gives up his own glass of wine.
The worst drinker maiy persecute the'
minis.ter who does not drink, but in
his soul ho respects his position, and
knows wel hle is the man who has shown
him what to do, and denied himself for
hie sakè, and prepared himself to do him
good.

.Of ooure, there is no virtue in tiis act
of a minister, as thera is noue inprepar-
ing Iimneli ta do goa with persons 'wia
hsld Le doctrine ao annihilation, but lie
will b more a minister of Christ to those
for whom ha prepares himself, and cer-
tainly, other things being equal, that must
be; for what you study to prspare your-
solf for, mentally, morally, spiritually, or
lu yonr practices, you do0 geL rendy for
and expeiience: moat fully attests the
position.«

How a;minster can keep up the pres-
ent habits ofi ociety in the matter of
drink, and deal effectually with drinkers
such as have fallen to my lot in the
last fourteen years, I cannot understand;
but that they attempt the two things I
know well. Yours truily,

A MissiONARY.

(To the Edit.rs of the Church Guardian.)

CHARLoTTETowN, P. E. I, .
26th July, 1879.

Sins: Reading in your valuable paper
an interesting account of a Confirmation
service at St. Peter's, Charlottetown, I
came across the following: "As is ever
the custom in this Church, the adminis-
tration of the sacred rite of Confirmation
was disconnected from the celebration of
the Lord's Supper in order that no obsta-
cles should hinder this church's practice
of Fasting Coummunnion." '.I-believe the
italicized 'words' are a mispr'int for "The
Church's," i. c., the Holy Cathol.e

Churcis practice of Fasting Communion;
and lest some may think'that the practice

is peculiar to this church, (St. Peter's,) a
few words on the authority for ittmay 'bo
useful.

lu the worde of au acknowledged nias-
ter Of the Spiritual Life, following this
custom, we do honour to our Lord and
follow the practice of the universal
Church. St..Augustine Baya:"It is plain
that when the disciples first received the
Body and' Blood of the Lord, they received
it not fasting. Dos any one thon blame
thie Universal Church because it is always
received fasting I Nay, for it has pleased

1 1 1
the Holy Ghost that, in doing honour of
sa great a Sacrament, the Body of the
Lord should enter the niouth of the
Christian before any other food, for it is
the custon obserred throuqhout the tehole-
world." St. Chrysostoin, assuming him-
self guilty of giving the Blessed Sacra-
ment to communicants not fasting, con-
deins himself very strongly. Bishop
Jereiy Taylor says : "Lot us receive
the conscerated elements with all deve-
tion and humility of body and spirit, and
do this homage to it, that. it be the first
food we eat, and the first bererage we
drink that day, unless it be in case of
sickness or other great necessity."

There are also many decrees of various
Councils upon this subject, the one of the
Council of Braga being very strict ; it
reads.: "If any presbyter shall bu found
in this madness after this our edict, so as
to consecrate the oblation not fasting, but
after having taken any food, let him be
immediately deprived of his oflice and de-
posed by his own bishop."

The piuctice has continüed on, in some
places in England, notwithstanding the
lax and puritanical habits of the last cen-
tury, and persons now nliving rerneiber
their parents omitting the ordinary morn-
ing meal on Sacranient Sunday. In the
present day ,here is but little excuse for
the laity neglecting this Catholic custom
and duty; many of our Clergy would
gladly have early celebrations in their
churches if the laity asked for them, and,
thank God, many clergy give us laity the
opportunity of attending the quiet morn-
ing service of sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. May the day soon come
when the practice of both Early Celebra-
tions and Fasting Communions are the
rule rather than the exception.

A LAYrN OF THE uCHURH.

(To the Editors of the Church Guarlian.)
HALIFAX, Aug. 1st, 1879.

Sms :--Allow me to thank you for
your article on Sunday desecration,
and al.o to express the hope that the
subject will not be permitted to drop
until a great change for the hiter is
made. I, like your correspondent, have
often spoken about it, but no one seeus
to think it his duty to interfe.e. Thero
is a corner shop in muy neighbourhood in
which Sunday traffic is carried on so
unblushingly that no attempt is made to
conceal it. And as I passed it on my
way home from Church last night, quite
a brisk trade was being carried on, and
the chinking of the "coppers" could be
heard at a distance froni the door, wbich
stood wide open.

But there is a very serious phase of
this subject which neither younor "Tum-
perance" touch upon, and to vhich I
wish to call particular attention, via.' its
demoralizing effect upon the young. Tho
majority of places open on Sundays sell
candies, &c., and children may b seen
at almost ali hours of the day, taking
thoir cents to buy those cominodities ;
and so common has this becone, that it
is no very rare occurrence for children,
on thoir way to Sunday School, to take
partof their money given them by their
parents as religious offerings, and spend
IL in this way.

Now, sir, I maintain that the City
authorities are the proper persons to put
this down, and if they do not do so, let
a public meeting of the citizens le called,
and force them to do their .duty. It
could be done with little difficulty now,
but let the rising generation t4ke the
place of the present one, and it will be
a far more difficult mxatter to deal with.

I am yours, &c.,
PARENT.

[To the Editors of the Churci Guardiap..]
NEw LivERPooL, -P. Q.,

July.31st, 1879.
SIRs: Last Sunday was an event-

ful day in this Mission. Our beloved
and respected Bishop paid us a visit to


