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IN'TUE SILENT MIDNIGHT.

etiCTARDqitfi AT THE DORf A14O KltocKi:T.I'

In thè »Dent ,uidiight watce,-

* Knockcthevefliore I
* Say nlot 'Us hule pulSe' bcàain

"Ti, thy heurt or rin ;
"fIs tuj Saviotar kiocks, ïnd crleth
9 'Rite and leiti ii.

DeuIl' ornes dowai, witb reclaleis footatepa,,
To;the'haIl anid but:
Tblqkyic. d= th will t arry knocking,>

* Worethe door ù sh"ut 1
* icas waiteuh, vrait.4th waitetl-

But hoe door la li
Grieved, aw'uty tby Seviour goetu

Death breaks in at lait.

'Flen Its tintmo * tand entreating
Christ té Ietle lu

At the gatee b<eaven beating,
Wagilng ibr tay 0in1
N ay s, thou guiity ci'e4ture t

Hast theu Uîicau.rgtl

Nov'lia'keivatheefot

Spcak id a ClsIld- anyr child-in a catain, positive
.leur ;oice, and ho will be sure toobeyr you, if You
speàk -one aaad oil' Oâie.-àdra. -SigOUYrney;

&This is true an& if it wrî ebservéd tai fstnily
governmoma there would »be few djs*bdieuît childs'cn.
EvePy parent bas cnue parieuilar toàe-oua peciuirr
voice, whicli ovcry child, if it lie not eatis'ely opoili,
mili ohey. Lot uny child cry for the mioon, te any

parent. He wili ho refuscd always with that volte.
What là the. conecquence 1 Tite child stops5 cryial.
A chuld crie$ for a razr-a Icikiai"glass-or a tea-

. pi>ot bollng wAter. Ie wil le generalty refuséd mn
suceh a vilçe-vita sucli. a perctnptory -look. that b.
will àot ventureto askr again. It le a ýpity parentsa
ab aiet observe titis and profit by it. Lotthebnt refuse
any tua5 g preiaiely dis thcj refuse wbat is imposai-
blec- tel refuse thé mccii, the' mirror: snd lte
water. lI the saino 'voce, in the. saine wsy,-san4 thcy
*will have li<11. or no trouble wîth a-cilU. Natuire
id fuîl ef these dolicate,' swcct intimations for lb.
heart of a parent.

T ruth in a dlaanond ihch should alavays glitter au
"h erownpiae or every door, like the blood of the

passover on the lintels cf Hebrew doocrs. .The de-
atroying aPgeî je comislioned ta. honeur tat tgtae.

Sho Wlï'ecoaisldcrs heraeîf imamortal wilI aeRt fîdua
bigb-.and inipriatg motives ;-whito sfii *ho IivcbcnIy

l'ci tittie, tuat ha grovollint and liuuited iii 'ber plans
ef bopevoioail eûterpilse.

He la wap~ .opu èi ulmitanicCs suit bis'- tein :per'
but he it -Os esIn i uit bis teailperto!

auj ., -cacmtfC I'a 3 *
'ie dl, clotes là darknias, thec year Cades iu de.-

seainan4 *bin sàepa» 1 the. duat:- but titere le a
mornilu iii *, spriugsirn. Wo l~~ot tuat !a eu
doiwailn'lts lovelaneâa, 11ke''a ?n'ordn'eg- ihowea4.' shll
'bl":ttare*Ii iilsth :er4ed.i- et igud ;hand aiga, that
*alCiii@6 .lghteausnesa,.till it'snks hcaieath thesàod,
shall. rite again là gloY,ý Uke: the sudit he i :giros-

Thoulti Fortuai frowrnsaua h dolug oPoi
denee seeun' initeirieus; .Hope whispcra théie ,is a
iightr daY, anid .pr@p#liy wl.q uceed ajlvqriàtyý.

'GENE1tAL LITERATURE.

1T-. 1E PRIV.tTà MANNERS OF THE EÂRLY

(Coaacludedfrom page 19.)
,Tatauext point te ivhich wc shail adverl, in the

p~~vale ~ o m'nnns e hpri'mitive believers, is

le this point lbey %vere fragal'anti sp aring-
nexer indualging in thonie lixorieés-.cf the.tahie
whlch *Were se comanenly l4 e>.ilmoaik thb, Pa-

gatAnd tho maiaaer ln whkch , hoy parf.oli ef
zzImroir -alwas'charaicterised *by 'tbat piety and
"pi"ttilaity of mimd, 'which; înayIil tend th.

,Chtlsidàs of ou> age te blueb auidhbe sshanied.
*.ýWhieg dinnuer had been servéd,!aiit tho-fsniiiy

hat akeà their, seats attable, lhe'anasler cf the
hou.svboldi ivith a grave andi sekir euuoIé, sud -in
a -,prayar. tf consiuierable length; .'ckîlowiledged
eheit deliendehce on the tai'et (hein ceimen
Father, exapressed thoir Piiudtr tlt t é h-
liens of bis benntv, antI vb ls lW télh blMess,
for-. their be-alth 'and co<st~f4~~ o c

.lcthywere about topiirlkei. IDtgrlng the
pua .f te nieak, sea in iteéft1 tltiîmilI'

l' ssof is lowerclaus4or 6606 hired!reader
;i.-or. the Yieher-order#y. éertenainedA he

8.t~ogaî insatiable -was tlîeir appetite for
"'iCap tod,. that tlîey çould jiqi lest matiaieti

ror.î t '1Çi -e theramée tulle thtt they werop.en-'
joyJng the, corafegris of' the body.. 't'h. viande
heing réoved, -the f.amily *c'rclc wa drai
mnore close'ly togcthr,-for nea>' were unfolded,
and pat. itito tho hanài of ail, the prociouîs scroils
in which, imi those tisys, lbe.eçriptureswere
writton. Previaus ta this, hoever, each was
expected to ptil himicîf ini an attitude of We
conîaàng revirence; the hands wqre carefully
washed, that not aitain.mig-htfallon tbe-Sacred
Voime,.and, while the m~en remained-with their
heatîs bar., the wvemen ce.verea liemegelies with
a.veil, ai a tokien cf respect for the DôcIr cf God.
The head of the family thon read: aloud a few
Passages, bolla frem the Old andI the New Teatta-
ment, accempanying thon> with soine plaiun and
simple admonitions cf bis owà,- or recalling ta
the memory of hie audience t *he.public exhorta-
tions which, on the preceding Sabbath, bad been
fouîuded on thean in the church ; or hie taught the
youn-e.r bran;ches of' the house.to repeat aller
him tlie besuti'ul prayer which was dictated by
tb. lips cf the Savicur; and told thoin, in sim.
ple ýphrase, of the love whiclî Gati bears to the
young, and'cf the bltssedness cf remnenbering
thoir Creator in the' days of their yeuth. These
readinge and exhikrtations'lvcre alwavs short, and
diversiied, st iitervais, 'bi sacieà muskè,-of

~ibte'primitive Cluristians were pssioealwely
rond. Somoétimes'nedistinguihed by teste and
talents for spliîtia sones, sang soe favouiIte
piece cf ýsacréd-meIôdy; ai otbertoues th".hrili
veices of the wOità ntu 1h. chiljr wen.

hie nded ii fijU choriùithh deerto'lsc
thé e u,-li Us 1h. heur iet- apart for. le rosb-
mentq déwhowmrdia aclose,.tie venerafbje parent,
whose loci, and -, thl(uder called fdrmcmetilatry
silence, gavé 'thankito.,he Giver of ilgedfor.
the enjôymént-oet Iheir aiatural anid sinlrual con>-
fnits; 'aàdproléd'that lais piresènce anud bis bless-

* iigaigh' o' 1lh.liinduring tie sïkeèedieo
peraid c bôr' aadi duty. .X ~Ad ..0ouI
meals, but at- other imres, thî eaîly Chritiaiàs

ém*pleyed' tbernàilves*je reading the Sériptures
*andaite prayir. '.This lieaauis tesdrirt te a'm6ati

imfpotit oint-ine theii r inte eanneYfs-théir
regular anr evout observanceof cf'. -

--- ------------ ---- __ o- _% ----- -- - It maY easiiy. lie,80npbied that fit a limie whéit
CLuistiaîw. were nlot contenieti with fia form or
godlinecs,"1 bût sei*pbt maraestly toi feil lis power,
an ordinance go rNfresbmq-apd .1eratinm to the
soul as :be.worthlp e of 'i f thse fwmity, was

neot likely tobeoegIecWz;. Acièrdhiyli wê find
Mr. Jamiesoni lb.. desduibing tUi-egi lar and
devoet attentioe! te. ttdéty-i -

Atifte ealiawin.ohe nletiîlng thé famllvwas assembleul i. a portion' cf Soripture *in
read *%~ thio-.Ud Testiétent, wbiob .wasfol-

leoved. iy-a hyma Àand apérayetr In wbloh tbànlis
were offered. ap teIo Aqlft e péevn
ithea <turiig the*,Oiient. Watàh.0 of thé nikht, and
fer 1is - oodnes In: permitting the o;mee in>.1t
bealth of bodyr lnd. sede.ias cf. tAlnd ; and, at
the saine. gigue, lais gtacewaa iciploidd-to defend
them anidta leiaad ofltlns e
day,-to n>ale themn aithfùli iowdvryâl
enaitle .themi: ini iali, resjîecta 80wallê -d ôt

terChristmn; iocatio ,kara .h'd~ _ 0
huit, l1ke lte., Jows, atatedeusoneiat -the tbIr,,
six"b, aud., ilintlkhon,r (corespondinrtqp..-

,i'I'te nine,itw'lve, and: ise .e'oloekacrd-
in te Our çon»pe<ation,): whià>.thb, :Wbo Lw
command ef t4r -time, w.sa-weafl to retire fur
a liLtie ,o 1:fp~ la thiagwtwdIsiaof deétIon.

.IR îie. even',w ÇoeereIir1ý* slht~.l
.again assemblNne lb <p'm W,

wsobs.erved»p. -thé momuls; :'41hhlbiédm k
Ahê~È à-vc

î yonuli peiGdg
nientiy allotted-to it in the cemmencprnent of tbe
day. Besides ill the frequieut observances,
»~ey were in the habit oL- rising at midnight t.
engage in prayer and.1he singingo< poalms; a

prctcec vene.rable antiquity, auJ. which, as
Dr aejustIy supposes, "etook, ils-origin frorq

tbe ist times of persecu lion, whets, not'darifig
go uneet together in the day, they were forded, tea
keep their religionus assemnblies in thé niglit »

But it muet not be imagined Ébat the'ChrIsttaas
of the primitive age observeti only staied seasons
of devotion. Prayer was the element in whlck
tbey li vediand breathed, and e very occupation in
wbich tbey engagea was habitually sanctlfied by

prayer. They cfprayed witbout ceaaing ;" and
nlot only se, but they were dilig'ent, nay, enwea-
ried, in their perusal cf the W~orei of God. It'
%vas:,in fact, a marked peculiarity of their privatq
teanners, tbat they abounded in

XLAflINC TE SCIRIPTURS..

At a period when the Bible was only to b.
found in manuscript, and ai a very- high prize, it
is no slight evidence of kie importance whijeh
was attached t0 lîhe Saeped Volume, tbat it was

sa extensiedr anud minutely known. On,> titis
topt we quote the following observations-

Th;ose of the men wvho could read, nexer wen t
eboad witlaout carrying a Bible in tael.r pockcts,
-- while the wvomen wore Il hanging about their
necka.; and by freqttenlly refreshing their me.-
monio by private p erusal, and drawing littie
groupe of anxious listeners arotind thon>, they
acquired sa familiar an acquaintance with the
liveiy oracle, éhbt here were few who could net
repeat those Passages that câniained Bey' tbing
remarkable 'respecting *the doctrines of their
fâiUa, or the precepts of their duty. Say, there
w.. men~y whohadmids th. rare and e viabl
airaianient of being. able to.say the entire .5crip-
tures byheart! One pîcrson is anentioned, among
thé. martyrs in Palestiai : owelli isructedjin
ihe'Sàcred'wriings, that,.when occasion offered,

lac could, f;qosn mcmeuy,> reptent passages'le any
t4s o Ie Scipturea as exactly au if ho haed

unfolded tht bock and read them ; a secondj
being 4aýouainted with lettera, used ta invite


