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" IN'THE SILENT MIDNIGHT.

In the silent midnight watches,—
. List—thy bosom door!
* How it knocketh, knocketh, knacketh—
Knocketh everinore ! :
Say not “us'the pufsc’s beating :
*Tis thy heart of gin 5
- *Tig thy Saviowr knocks; dnd crieth
¢ Ris¢ and let mc in.’ o

Death comes down, with reckleds footsteps, -
To thehall and hut: o

Thigk you. death will tarry kaocking, ,'J
Where the door. is shut 1

- Jesus waiteth, waitsth, waiteth—

But the door-is fast :

Grieved, awny thy Saviour goeth 3
Death bréaks in at last.

Then *tis timo (0 stand entresting
Christ to let.thee in ;

IFHE PRIVATE
‘e STANDETH AT THE Doot AND XNockxRTuM]- o

|"6ENERAL LITERATURE.

MANNERS OF THE EARLY
CURISTIANS,

. (Conéluded Jrom page 19.)
Tur next point to which we shall advert, in the

. pifvate manners of the primitive believers, is

. DIET. o
L - In this point they were frngal’and spating—
never -indulging in those Juxuries-of the table
‘'wbich ‘were s0 commonly in use-among the pa-
gans: - And the manngr in which'they parteok of
Aheir meals was characterised by that piety and
bapicituality .of mind, ‘which may:'well lead the
Chilstidins ‘of our age .to blush and be ashamed.’

. Whes dinner had been served, ‘arid the family
had taken their seats at table, the menlef of the
housrhold; with'a grave and sofenin: voice, and-in
a-prayer-of considerable length, -ackowledged
their deficndence on the tare of theit'coinmon
Father, expressed their graticofd ‘for'the past to-
keens -of his' bounty, aad:invoked fijm to bless,
for- their health and comfoit;"(h¢. gravisions of
wmhich-they were aboiit (o-partake:” During the
rogress.of the meal, some Member of the family

of tha lower class; or ¢athé hired:reader

At the gate of licaven beating,
_ Walllog for thy ain: -
‘Nay ! alas, thau guilty creature !
T+ Hast thou Uien forgot'?
erwm—bhmwthee, ’
_‘Now' he knows thee not !

R €IHILBREN,
¢ Speak t¢ a child—any child—in a calm, positive,
clear voice, and ho will be sure to,obey you, if you
speak ‘once and only onde.—DMrs. -Sigourney
<This is true: and if it wece observed in fomily
government there would be few disebedient children.
Every parent bas one par.icular tone—one peculiar
voice, which cvery child, if it be not enticely spoilt,
“will obey. Let any child ery for the moon, to any
parent. He will be refuscd always with that voiee.
What is the conscquence T The child stops crying.
A child cries for a razor—a lvoking-glass—or a tea-
~ pot of boiling water- He will be generally refused in
such a volce—rrith such o percmptory look. that he
“will fot venture (o ask again. It is a.pity parents
do not observe this and profit by it. Lot themi refuse
-any thing precisely as they refuse what is impossi-
ble—as they refuse thé moon, the mirror and the
_water. in the same voice, in the same way, —and they
_will have little or no trouble witha'child. Natire
_is full of theso delicate," sweet intimations for the
heart of & pareat.

Truth is & diamond which shonld always glitter 10
the erownpisce of every door, like the blood of the
- prssover on the lintels of Hebrow doors. The de-
stroyiog angel js commissioned to honour that token.

She who considers heraelf immortal will act from
high' and inspiring motives 3 while she who lives only
. far time, hust be grovelling and limited in ‘her plans
- of bonevolent enterprise. . S
'He is happy.mfiose Circumbtances suit his- temper ;
“but he is m%e' ;'ean suit his tempg:.? 1 ;
any circumstanced. WG "" . S
“The d;{e}owl in_dacknéss, the year fades in de-

" solation and’

fnan sleeps in the dust’s but thero is a
morning snd & spring time for a1l Youth that is cut
down' in-ité loveliness; like s morning flower, shall
' bloo ‘afredh i ‘the ‘garden’ of God ;:andl age, that
- shiines i Fight e85, tilk it sinks beneath the sod,
in glory, Wke the sun' in the :firma-

hines {0V ¢ig
shall rise again
meat.” : R

Though Fortune frowna, aud the déalings ‘of Provi-
‘denee seem’ Mysterious, Hope whispers thiere is 3

R ¥ ;’;g_x&g.._-of] the -rioher--ordersy .entertained.the

oingapy. with select portions:af. the ‘Seriptores |
ir.60 pirong and insatiable was thejr appetite for
iriturl  food, that they could not.rest satistied
3 savishayt providiag sultabievedre ;
for-the-soul at the same time that they were en-
joying the: comforts of the body.. 'Che viands
eing removed, ‘the family circle was drawn
more closely togcther,~~for now were unfolded,
and put into the hands of all, the precious scrolls
in which, in: these days, the Scriptures were
wrilten. Previous to this, however, each was
expected to put himself in an attitude- of be-
coming reverence; the hands were carefully
washed, that not a tain might fall on the Sacred
Yolume,.and, wiile the men remained with their
heads hare, the wemen covered themgelves with
a.veil, as a ken of respect for the Bbok of God.
The head of the family then read:aloud a few
passages, both from the Old and the New Teata-
ment, accompanying them with some plain and
simple admonitions of his own, or recalling to
the memory of his audience the public exhorta-
tions which, on the preceding Sabbath, had heen
founded on them in.the church ; or he taught the

ounger branches of the house to repeat after

im the beauti ul prayer which was dictated by
the lips of the Saviour; and told them, in sim-
ple :phraseé, of the love which God bears to the
young, and of the blessedness.of remembering
their Creator in the days of theiryouth, These
readings and exhsrtations Were alwavs short, and
diversified, at intervals, by sacred music,—of
‘which the primitive Christians were passionately
fond. -Sometimes one, distinguished g’y taste and
talénts for spititual songs, sung some favourite
piece of sacred melody § af other times, theshrill

“|voices of the ‘women snd the chilJien’ were

blended in full’ chorus Wilh'the d,e’c?gr 1o

; : dey 89, of
thie men,~til; as the hour set apart

ot refrosh-

“1ment drew. fowardaa close, the venerable parent,

whése:: look . and ‘atiitude called for. momentaty.
stlence, gave ‘thanks'to the Giver of &l¥ goed, for
the enjoyment of their natural and spiritnal com-
foits; and-preyed thiat his presence and his bless-
ing ‘might be’ with*thein- during the sheceeding
peripd’ of labour’ and duty: ' And not only at
megis, but at’ otheér times, thé early Christians
employed- themaelves in reading the Secriptures
and: iu-prayet. - This leads' us to advert to a mdst;

important point-in’ their private manners—thiéir

biighter day; and -prosperity will succeed adversity.

regular and éevout obsérvence of - -

the OB
et thept et Ee

o FAMILY . OSSP, . °
- 1t may easily be suypbsed that at a time when
CLristians- were not contented with ¢ a form of
godliness,” batsoightearnestly to feel its power,
an ordinance- so” refreshing-and slevating to the
soul -as the worship of God:in the fimily, was
not likely to be:meglecieds w Accébrdingly, wé find
Mr. Jamieson thus desoribing their regular and
devout attention!to thikddty ' .

At-gn-eatly:honz in. the morhiug the family
was assembled, when: a portien' of Soripturs trits
read -from thé-Qid Testaniont, which was-fol-
lowed by-a bymn-and a prayer, in which thanks
were.offered. up #o- the: Algighty for préserving
them during the:gilent. watohés of the night, and
for his - goedness:in permitting them to meet in
tealth of body -and- sounidness of mind ; and, at
the same. time, his- grace was iniploréd-to  defend
them amid the danf'm and templations of the
day,—to utake them (aithfil to'every duty: and
L enable them,: insnll.respecl‘-ﬁto:m yoﬂt ‘of
their- Christian: yocation. .-During the ‘day they
had, like the Jows, stated seasons,st the'thivd,
sixth, aud. ninth: shours;: ¢(correspondinig:respad-
tively ‘to nineytwelve, and:thres o’clock; accord-
ing (0 our -computation,). when':thdse :who had
command of thejr time, wete-wont to retire for
a little (o :epgae’ in the aXervisés of devétion.
In the. eveningyMtfore retirhig to rest, tho-family
#gain assembledgawhen the gl
was observed

ing; ‘withiihid
X .-
_ an
niently allotted to it in the commencement of the
day. ~ Besides all these frequent observances,
they were in the habit of_ rising. at.midnight te.
engage in prayer and the singing-of psalms; a
Br:ctice of vencrable antiquity, and which, as
r. Cave justly supposes, ¢ took ity-origin from
the first.times of persecution, whes, not daring
to meet together in the day, they were forced to
keep their religious assemblies in the night.”
But it must not be imagined that the:Christians
of the primitive age observed only stated seasons
of devotion. Prayer was the element in which
they lived and breathed, and ever{ occupalion in
which they engaged was habitually sanctified by
prayer. They ¢ prayed without ceasing ; and
not only so, but they were diligent, nay, gnwea-
ried, in their perusal of the Word of God. It
was, in fact, a marked peculiarity of their privatq
manners, that they abounded in

READING THE SCRIPTURES..

At a period when the Bible was only to be
found in manuscript, and at a very high price, it
is no slight evilence of the importance which
was aftached 1o the Sasred Yolume, that it was
so0 extensively and minutely known. Qg this
topic we quote the following observations : —

‘Those of the men who could read, never went
abroad without carrying a Bible in theis pockets,
~while the women wore it hanging about their
necks; and hy frequently refreshing their me-
mories by private perusal, and drawing little
groups of anxious listeners around them, they
acquired so familiar as acquaintance with the
lively oracles, that there were few who could not
repeat those passages thal contained anything
remarkable respecting the docirines of their
faith, or the precepts of their duty, Nay, there
were many who-had-made the rare and enviable
wattainment.of being able to say the entire Scrip-
tuyes by hearl! One person is mentioned, among
the, martyrs- in . Palesting, so:well instructed-in
the. Sacred: Writings, that, when accasion offered,
he conld, from .memory,: repeat passages:in any
part. of the. Scriptures as exactly as if he had
unfolded the book and read them; a second,

being” ungicquainted with letters, used to invile

wshie faren of warship



