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with their aovn views ta admit When 1 quitted Darncstic
happiness for thc Perils of the Field 1 conceived the rights
of myv Country in Danger, and that Duty and Honaur called
Ill to lier Defence-a Rcdress of grievances was rny only
Objcct anid aim; howcvcr, I acquiesced in a step which I
tbaught would prccipitatc the Declaration of I ndependencc ;
ta justify the measure many plausible reasans were urgcd,
whbich could no longer exist, when Great Britain wvith the
open arrns of a Parent offéred ta embrace us as children and
grant the wished for rcdrcss. And naw that bier waorst
enernies are in hcr own bosoni, 1 should changc my Prin.
ciples. If I canspired with their Designs. Yourselves being
J udges, wvas the wvar the less just, because Fellow Subjects
wcrc considcred as aur Foc? You have fcit the torture in
which we raise aur arms against a Brather-God Incline the
the Guilty protractars of these unnatural Dissentions ta,
rcsign thecir Ambition, and Cease from their Delusions, in
Compassion to kîndrcd blood.

'II anticipate yaur question: wvas not the War a defensive
alle until the French joincd in the Combinatian ? I answcr.
that I thaught sa. You will add, was it not afterwvards
nccsxary tili the Separation ai the Welfare of my Country,
1 arn irc ta declare my Opinion, that this End attained, ail
strifc should have ceased.

'II lanientcd therefare the Impalicy, tyranny, and Injustice,
wvhich with a sovereign Cantempt af the people af Arnerica,
stud iously neglccted ta take their Collective sentiments ai
British proposails ai Peace and ta negotiate under a suspens-
ion ai Arms for an adjustrnent af differences, as a danger-
nus Sacrifice ai the great Interest ai this Country ta the
Partial viewvs of a proud, antient, and crafty foc, I had my
suspicions of some imperfections in Our Council., on
l)roposals prior to the Parliamentary Commission ai 1778 ;
but having then lcss ta do in the Cabinet than the Field (I
wvill nat pranaunce percmptorily as samc may, and perhaps
justly, that Congress have veiled themn froni the Public


