
AND NUMIISMATIC JOURNAL 91

prcdeccsori. Maso.t of tie lcarniiig of thcprcscnt generationi
wvas bcqucathcd by ait ancestry which likcwise buit on
founldations Ieft by tIiose w~ho Iîad go:le btforc thcm. The
work, of aur caiacmipor.iry authior.. serves u.- for diversion and
amnusemient, but wvill hardly go demi as a profitable legacy
to the ncxt gcncration, Tite sew-bookmàakcrs- arc so busy
now, and the>' crowd upon ui volume after volumne in~ sucli
rapid succc.ssioan that we find but littie timie ta gican
thc rich lîarvcst that the rcapcrs have Icft bclind, ini thicir
haste ta get thecir cropi ta the markcet. Millions of people
rcad (juite comlplacently %vorkS %whose itcrary Imt:rits arc so
siini-i that thicy are intolcrable ta any wvho havc the lcast
sense afstyle. Vet tiiis dcfcct doc-inot affect their popularity.
Soente min write witlî the cnd of a broomstick, saene with a
gold pen, sonie witht ant ctcheris needle. Tite broomstick
tuait is perlîapi the iost popular. Mien people rcad baoks
just aî thcy look, at a picture or go ta a play, Ilfor the story.'
That ii ail they cire about. Tite stary read, thcy dismiss it
front dheir thoughts. Ovcr-niuch readi ng and proini.scuous
rLading arc grcat hindrances ta the formation of a critical
habit. Tite critic docs not gulp, he tastes ; lie discrimi-
nates bctwecii I-Iamburg sherry and thc truc wvines of Xerc3
b>' thc aid af a wvinc.glass, not a tumibler. But the omnivo-
rouî rcader is like unta onc wha takes his draught from a
quart pot. Fancy a city diniier at which pea soup, tripe
aind onions, fricd fislh, roast pork and stuffing, raw onions,
and sutch viands wvere scrved up side by side wîth the monst
delicate preparatian ; whcre thick-sugarcd stout wvas handedi
round wihYlausrand Piper Ires eec; fasicy the gucsts
indiscrinlinately taking one aftcr the other, witbout disccrn-
ment, cnjoying ane quite as nmuchi as tlîc other, wvith a lean-
ing ini the direction of raast pork, and staut-that. if you
please. ks a fair example of the iîîtcllectuai mai taken con-
tinually by the all-devouring reader. -lHe reads everything ;
lic rcads whatevcr is set before hini he reads without consi-


