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" TIlE ORDER OF RELEASE."

(Paintei by Jotts EvFrrrnt us. R. A.)
'rhat ks for thy picture, Iillais, thanks

It stirs eah bfeeling hoairt,
A.d with earth's sveetest id3 lis ranks,

A tuosten-tiece of art.

A youthfulI lighlander. who fought
On ted Ctiloden's tield.

And deed ' of noble darini wrought,
Was forced at lengthi te yield:

And noi, within a lonesonme cell
The wouiaed captive lies.

Doomi.ed. he forebudee. for long to dwell
Afarfroma dearest ties.

lark ! 'tis the Warderts measured stride:
Ile halts-and titrn a key-

The ti,,nderro'u oak d'or backward gidec-
W ïht <hall the captive sec?

lie lif s bi head--prepared for death,liaf weary of his life-
The sight that greute hita chokes hi> breath,

It is--his brave young wife !

One tenuntt-and two hearts have met
That searce had hoed to meet:

The tC'lans.can's yesi with tears are wuet,
Unutterably sweet.

Barefooited. with att infant child
N'w slutiib'riig oni her breast,

q'er bill and date. throutzgh wood and wild,
ThaNt ife hath onward press'd.

Brngh blossoms. cathered by the way
To chare her bairnie's eYe.

Down froet his slackened fingers stray,
And on the pavement lie.

Their dog has travelled b hlier side,
With grave, unw'nted pace.

And oft inaquis'itively eyed
The woman'- earnest face.

Bot now ber toiloue tramp is o'er-
lier ttrrows ail are past-

She cisps ber Alan safe once more,
And triumh cones at lait:

Fir. the sane ar bthat elosely folds
The. wounded fortnn aes.

F.rtt t. the Soldier-anitr hoilds
The "-Order of Release."

Ponr Alt an on ber boson weeps.
Wel ngh too weak to standt:

The taithftul clhey upward leaps.,
A,,nd licks bis mazter's hand.

And soon those Four shal quit the cell,
Together. tree to n'au0'er tt- d and f-ll. again te dwtelI
Within their fighland home.

Thianks for thy 1icture, Mtillais. thanks !
Itsuiri each feeling heart.

And with earth's sweetest idylle ranks.
A miracle of art!

GF o. 3c anYÀv.
2lontreal. 1'?3.

( Wtrinî.' ù.or "tî 'mmlian 1I?,wtratîl .. e.t-.)

GOSSIPS uN POPULAR SCIENTIFiC SUBJECTS.

No. IIL-METEORS AND AEROLITES.

1 have s"en the vaultv top of Ileaven
Figur" 'uite o'er with burning meteors.

Ktsc .JonN. Act 5. Se. 2.

lite front of icarean wuas ful of fiery shaîtes.
txv IV.. Act 3. S. :.

Are there tno tnes in leaven but what -erve for the thiunder?
Ormnct., A ct5. Sc. 2.

The precise cause of igueous meteors is not resolvtd. M.
Decir asuribes thei to certain phophori exhalations, which
ascendI fromir tlhe tarth,and take tire or become phosphorescent
in the air. Thte opinion of Aristotle about the cause of met"ors
seem'nss to anee in some measure w.ith that of M. DeLuc.
Ký pi'r believed thento be engendered by Ilterrestrial ex-
hialation'as."

l'Itttrebu in his life of Lyssander says :-"ISome philosophers
tbink that "h'ooting stars do not arise from daetahed parts of
etber comings to cxtinguish themselves in the air, immediately

after taking fnre; nor do they spring from the atnosphere in
a state tof dis.solution, in great quantity, in the upper regions ;
they are rather heavenly bodies that fall to the earth, or, in

other word, bodities withdrawn in some manner from the force

of rotation, and precipitated, not only upon the inhabited
regions, but upon the great seas, whence it comtes that they
ar- not afterwarts found."

These ignueous or I' burning meteors"-fery shapes-have
been notice'd by most of the ancient writers on natural philo-
sophy witb which we are acquainted, as may bu fotund by the
works of Aristotle, Pliny, Virgil, Lucretius, Seneca and others.
But the peculiarities in the ditferent kinis of them( do not
appear to have' bie-rn ioticed.

Diogenes of Apolloniun tmertions a star of tone' that fell
" ail on firue near Æ:zos P'ctam " In Galatia, Cybele was

worsbippdI in the fourm of a stone that liad fallnt from the
sky. At Enesis, in Syria, a similar stone was set apart for
the worshipî of th, sun.

These meteoric stones or aërolites of which accurate analyses
have been maade and publishied seei to be made up of in-
gredients composed in proportions different fron thos.e of any
known terrtstrial compound, their composition as found by
chemical analysis lias confirmedi the opinion that they Iave
ail one common origin. They are probably formed in our
atmosphere; at least that is theî opinion of sone meteoro-
logists after the result of an examination of ail the evidence.

The history of meteorolites bas been revived and minutely

treated by Chladni. From this history we gather sone notes
of those that fell before the Christian Era. There can be no
doubt, despite al modern scepticism, that the ancients were

CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED NEWS.

well acqiaited with the fail of such bodiesas histormcatfts:
and Anaxagoras is said to have predicted it, in one instance.
The niasses so seen to fall from ileaven were held sacred, and
recI-eivedi Divine honours, as in the case of the Eihetsiiin Diani
which lias been sipposedti by soeni to have been m rely a
conical or pyramidal stone which fell fron the cloudis-al
meteor-lite-see Barnes's Notes to the Acts of the Apostlus,
Chap. xix.

A thunier stonte fell in Crete and was hield in veneration as
the symîbol of Cybele. The sacred shield that fell in the
reign of Numa. The black stone kept in the Kaa'ba at Mecca.
The thnitier-bolt liard and glittering, from whicl the sword
of Autar was ftshioned.

These terrific thunder-bolts of Jupiter seim in general to
have coue down to the earth accomupantiedt by such loudt ex-
plosions, blazes, and other circutnstances as in la less degree
attud the larger sort of liery neteors.

At four o'clock, in the afternoon of the 13th of Septemaber,
1S68, there was seen at the village of Luce, two leagutes front
Chartres, in France, a dark cloud, frot which detonatiotis
were heard, and these were followet by the wiistlitng or hiss-
ing souind that accompan ied the fall of a ilack stone, which
nearly buriei itself in the soit, weighed seven pounds andt a-
half, and was se burninlg hot that ne one' ctuld touch it. The
ston that fell at Angers, June 9, 1822, as attributîtedtt to at
beautiful shooting-star seen at Poitiers. Humboldt reiates
that this neteuor bhad the etTect of a Romnan candle in ila display
of fire-works,, and left a train in a straight line of sucb glowing
brilliancy that the light lasted for several minutes.

Thus we see that there are other "stones in Heavei but
what serve for thunder."

In tOctober, 1854t, Sir J. lerschcl quotls i description of an
extraordinary and renarkable meteor that was seen at uwrth
in October, 1U54:-" A globeof fire, at least dutîble the size of
the amoon, it was as red as blood and shot out sparklitg rays,
whicb were nmarked out in sharp outlines, andti drew after it a
long trail of lighît of the most beautifuîl linmpid golden
colotir."

M. JT. Schmidt, Director of the Athens i blservatory, rteords
a shooting-star which surpassed Sirius in splendour; it sh'd
a l tiglit so extrao.rdinary that al the stars vere eclipsed,
while the city of Athens, tht' tou ntry and thet s'a tlooked': as
though on fire. The Acropolis and the Parthetion sto ie'out,
a dead greenish-gray in hue, against a b:ck-grouînd of glden-
gretn sky.t

The most imposing display." of shooting stars on recorii o''-
curred on the 3th of Novenbcr, 133-eu Ciimbers's Book
of Days. It exteilded chielly over the limits compriîirsedi be-
tween longitud e ; i ain the Atantic, and 1i0l in C'ntral
-Mexico, ani frot the latitude of thegretat lakes of Ntrth
Amnerica to the West indies. Froin the appearance presente'id
it mcight be regarded as a grand and portentous diisplay of
Nature's Fire-works.

" The vauîlty toi of iaven 'urtred <tuiteo '.'r wiith burningietentr5. and the front -f heavn, w.L fu oftif ry shape."

In many parts of the cotntr'y the people twer' terror-struc'k,
imagining the end of th' worttd was comn ; ,whilst the. whose
educattioni and vigour of mind prevented thein fromt vielding
te such feanr, were, nverth bl'ss, viviily remindiied( if the
grand diescription in the Apocalyps,

4-The tare -ff Heac1ven fll nnti the earth, ert as a ficîntr
a.steth lier untinely tCis. when site i, 4h.ken of a mighty wtinl."

Philosophers bave attempted te put these tchoting-stars out
et our own systent o latespace and iiake of them cotisiderble
botiies : left out of the plan"ts, it shouti sen, at their for-
mation, and waiting to be pickedutip by our Earth in its tra-
veli ; or even performing a c.om"tary revolution about it, and
crossing its path in the havens in the nonth of Noveminber
in greater numb'r than at any otheir time of the yvear. Vte
need not go so far to) accouit for tihen, aind even fo- largetr
meters-thtseI " shooting stars " are for the niost pirt e'lec-
trical seintillations, drawn forth by the ditiering state tof iißf-
erent regions of thte atminosphere : the.y iay be s' to descend
ont a group of thildr-clouds in the! horizon, while the t'mpest
is in full activity below--and thy have bent foiuid alsîo ta tc.
conpany th' Aurora Porealis. Their relation to the d'eriy

fs oi the atmosphere toe and hlo'e 'hem is inanif.;t : they
appear before tii and procecietowardsi the quarte'r it is about
to blow from. They are generally sen in the intervals of
showery weather, and are most prevaltent btfore the occrrne
of bigh wind : of which they have been consiered by Arattis,
Virgil and other writers, as a certain prognostic.

44 s;pe etiam s tellaty venito hnpedentte videb;A
Præc'ipites cel.) la>i.",

Goiclib. 135
Whence probably our Milton-

",Swift as a mhllorting-star
In auttmn th warts the rtght, wnen vapouirs ired
Imptre's the tir, and show the miari-er
Frot what point cf the compas to beiware
Inpetutouts watins."

PARîtnlsn Losv.4t-5.
Cavallo attributed these fiery meteors to electricity but it

is not easilv reconciied with the variety in the colour of the
light of meteors, their scintillations, and the prismatic colours
sometimes observed in thec tails of the larger sort.

Some have considt'rt'di shoting-stars as bodie's projectledi
from the moon, and iginited in their course. M"teorolites too
have been considere as similarly projecteil frotm the moon,
rait lia thence rec"ived the tnas of /.Jnar Sonn, And
this opinion ha.- gained support by their anly*si>s ui.4which ds
not corresponl witlh that oîf anv kînownt t.'r'strial compouind.
Biot, in lis Astrorniemi Physiqui , adi La lIac, in lis Sst'n
dui Mondet, sueeem rather of this opinion.

One of the mio irproaiible theorie" it's as to tie nature of shoot-
ing-stars is, tha tthy forrn part of the solar systeirm, retvil vinig
rouind the sun ia the sme marinnr as the planetoiis, butt bti
infinitly sinaller in sizc, and subject to great and irregiilar
pe"rturbationts. The latt"r caius brings theni net uinfreqeuenatly
within the limits of thte Banth's attmosphere, on t'iterintg wthich
they h'corie ltuiniltuts froma th grieat heat and violent comr-
pression their transit occasions. laving titu itpoached
thue Earth with great velocitv, the'y are as rapidly again with-
drawi into the realI lof space.

Tht Information in this gossip about mtdeors is so mauch
conrtnsel anIperhaps net very clearly arranged, nevertheless
it may be of !use in directing the minds o somn of ouir readers
to a philosophy of a higher order than that of Touchstone's
shepherd, who knew I that the. property of rain is to vet, ani
of fire to hurn; that good pasture makes fat sheep,and that a
great caise of tht' night is tht lack of the' Sun."

.nr. lHitla:tliHtut's tiew picture, whichlihas occuied lim
thre e yeaurs, is now fintisitdt. It comprises iife-size figures of
Christ and th, Virgini in the wrkshop Of Josep at ethIle-
hem, ti time beinmg that tif the cessation of labour just lit'efore
the setting of the sun. Lt is styled " 

Tlt Shaiiw of Dath,"
and reprc'sents a provisioi o! the Crucifixion.
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BOOKSHIELVES.

Lord Bacon speaks of a mian who marries and has children
as one who has given ihostages to fortune. The itage is much
more appliclabI tto the isan who frequents bookshops and
collects in tinme a large and costily library. 'he liargest fiamily
;al the ist i n cotm pte tent wife aire a n n inag'aibl, portable, and
quitu incousiderable matters conpared to a large and prerious
collection of books. Chiiren and wives can mostly walk
about mîoro or less, in and ont of a hoie, and into a carriage
or train. And if they get wet and damp they can dry thems-
selves, and th y will tiot lut the nostjolting conveyanco dam-
ago their backs-in ail which particulars they differ fron
books. It is strango that Lorti Bacon should not have given
weight to these considerations. Perhaps tho fact that his
books were a conifort to bim and his wife was vu ry nuch tho
reverse accoutnts for his overlooking thiema. And men were
more stationary in thoso lays, and did not so often have to
contempiatet the rîemoval of a houseful of books. li these
loconotive dtmes the feat bas to Le acconpilishct not tinfro-
quently ; andt a trial it is to a tiiian's nerve, enduranco, and
stock of resignation.

i t is, on these occasions of renmoval, tad enoughî tnder any
cirtcumîsùme' that tho whole value of bookshelvus is revealed
tt us. 'I'hir silent, ttnobtrtsive service, whici we take for
the miost part without thonglht, is apt to tnake ns ungrateftilly
forget that withotut thet wet miglht have books but We Cotld
not have a library. The breaking ump of a library is the taking
to piec'tes of an organised thing. It is dissiection, altnost vivi-
section. ''hu library as library for the tine being eases to
exist, and in place of it we have nothing but heaps, titindles,
or boxei full of books. The ordertd and lisciplineti array of
a well-bound literary army last betten exchitanged for confusion,
disorier, and anost titny. te pic ked corps in russia ani
miorocco, the inferior forces in calf, have ail been ttroken up];
thir conpatct anid se rriet iranks, retgular an imt poi>sin i g iLa the
spea<Lrs of a i Maceonliain phtialanx, ar' disolved iitoitltnemora-
lisetd and crestfallen mtb of scattertedl voluies, a rout, a sauve
qui peuut, ttf the tiblical host. Thre owner of the host sitit
aidii ruins, more p ensivu than Maritus amid the ruins of
cartlhagt, for lie has two refltections whivh ti' great consul
hai not: he is onst likely the causse of thte ruin iimîîself,
htving brougîht it aootut tby chango of residençce ;tsectnl, lhe
knows tat lie will have to re'.-edtifv thet builiing which hs
ben destroed, to voIve a new tosmo(Is out of the chaos be-
fore hin, andhit bnist1 be very buoyantor vervixliene
if Ih is not deprertssd. Bit b"fore We cotme to the reconstru-
tion of a library, its packingz and transport desetrveî a few
words . We iever get a lfair idera f the physical builk of books
till we take themi fron their -htlves tnd begin tIo pack thenm
up : we thien aso realise their tnorotuîîs weight. low are
they to be transferred when t'heir iinber and the distance
theyl have to go aret both onsiderable ? Carp.ntiters ta no
dloubt make packing- ases but this is not onIly somewhat
coýtiy, but the artice su pplied is generaIly needlessly bulky
and havy, atld the cases after the reinoval are at once tiseless
and an initoilerablule Innluer. The trtai, wihich very likely
knows th. best thing to b done, îstes discharged tea-chests,
and perhaps there is nothig better attainiable. Tie t.a<hst
h1a< much to reon d iIit ss a iitans for cirrviig bootks.
Tt is m:t' tof very thinti but very toughit wotl, such as no native
carlent.er couhl titrn oit. On the other hadt, it i apt to
prsenlt i'I Moiunails which lacerate lack s and binidingt s ani
iniei t hastlI wotdo i tilargins and leaes, aidi t generally
lacks a cover, which ha ito be suppled ofbrittle and fliniy
deal. Still Lit' dmad for oli tei-ests prvs that utip to
the present tintm' thel have in rivtal ini th" tran-prt f Looks.
and somtiie it is ,diiult te proctrt then. GnIttrally they
car be hadt for a shilltin I tach.

But painful as mniay b.' tih lismtîattling of a library it is
notiin: toi teitis reonstructon. î Wiein book.s in tlarze n -iii-
bers htive arriv.dci at the'ir ncwti hmit, w',' rtalise the task b1le-
fore is eof pîtttitti' tha tiup, ei may' iv t brougi tbo>ko
cases from the oldili ous, btut tun to one they will not fit the
new roonms. And if by a Iracle thy Io, in what - adilred
disder ' ttrour treures retseIted to ius Folios and
pcket editions site by side, qrts and octavos in aidttlteretus
anid forbideiin cojnctn. Howeer, thy mnst ibe got out
sait nd up soimethow, or the houie is not hbititabl, asnd tihen oit
art' aitde aîware of thte tyrainy of p-ssession which boks can
tiisplay. That Plautitus, which voi put t on steIf i nerely be-
cans" ie wtts nt octav, and yoi happened tes have comle tipon
a ritn f octs. and voit uist id ai itlodging for him
somwhere. hits no right to be there where hie tis. He is cheek
by jowl with Kant anti tegiel, and you vow be muîist fini
aniother ptiL e among the Latin classic of tht tdraiatists, if
youe clasify by subjects. Yet unless yeou are one of those
overpow.'ringiy energ'tic peoiple who never put off anything,
Lite ehnicits are lie will inaintain his position against you for
a long while -oit cai easily puil hini out, doubbtîess ut
where is he to go l? Your classicaLl sIhelf is chokeful ; and as
for the dratmatic shelf, I>yce's Shakespeare and recent ctriosity
abouit the Spanish idrara have'. iled- i lthiopeleiss to seck a
refuge ter. Another trial awaits the bibliophile who lias
yield to the too temtîpting attractions of smnall 'ickerintgs,
Diiots, tir evenIl Of the Bibilothu Elevirienne. 'PTese
ge'ms of tvpograpiiy are the veriin of liibraries, 'ile tiny,

tipontidritble toites easily escape te discipline which their
havier clleagnes submilit to On any orditary sheif they are
lost. And then wlhere is on to put the ? ite nattiral in-
pulse is to send1i t itp'Itt o the ipper sbles-t ith' atticts
of the bok mnsI.ion. We, cannot haive them on'11the vons-

venient l velwhre books in daily useire hde.And(]yet,
tp) aloft th ,the y atriite o tif sighttsenti an (id the i in titt bie -

tisare wated and diâtii g red bv1du4t and cowes.Perhapis
th0w best plan i tîo haveI th.e'm, like aLny other çurioxitie, tin a
cabintet otr n the table, if thet latter can ie kept frte froma

The King of Saxonixs saii to be engagedi on a polyglf)t col-
lection of tetry fron the asterios tf ail nations to l

isudin the msos-t sumlptusous stylo It twill nlot be sold byv
the tradi but given as a pelre it totî , the royal r'lativte.s anti
friendîtis of the king on his iiipttndinig biLilication.
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