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biken through it is impossible to say
whbat might bavo been the result poli-
tically, but in any case it must have

r'oved disastrous to the interest of the
Irish Catholics. Mocting after meeting
was held to bring l'orward a candidate;
tho naines of' many prominent citizens
were mentioned, amongst others the
present Mr. yustice Dohierty, but the
Prî'otCstant Section rCfused to heur ofany
uînless Mr. M. P. Ryan, who huaid most
cmphatically rcfused to offer hiiself,
shoiuld be the candidate. No doubt
those wlo desired to sec the Irish peo-
pIe deprived of' their represcintation,
never drenmt that Mr. Ryan w'ould
consent to sacrifice his business, in-
volving hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars annually, for the profitioss task to
him of sitting in Parliament, and the
late Mr. Moriand, a gentloman of high
.standing, was rcady in the background
to stop) foiward, with tho whole sip-
.port of the Governmont, to snatch
the eoveted prize. Mr. Ryan's patri-
-otism had now to stand a severe test.
lis follow-countrymneû, those who had,
with himself, followed the fortunes
of the late lainented MeGeo, and those
iwlo had fought hardest on the
othier side, were clustered around
him, and responsive to the so-
licitations of clergy and laity he
consented toaccept the candidature that
he in no way desired, and which, whilst
ià preserved the seat to his fellow-coun-
trymeu and co-religionists, was des-
tined to be one of the causes of the groat
commercial misfortunes that overtook
him hiter an. Thus, however, ias
finally settled the question of Irish-
Catholiu representation in the city of
Montreal, and s0 effVetually that ne poli-
tical party, vithout courting inevitable
defeat, can afford to tranle upon that
acknowledged right. IL is onlyjust liere
to observe that aniongst the Protestant
mninority in the alectoral division
several gentlemen distinguished them-
selves by their efforts to maintain the
enente cordiale by overy means in their
power. Mr. Peter Redpath, whose name
had been meutioned as a prospective
candidate, cast his poweiful influence
in favor of Mr. Ryan, and expressed
himself delighted to withdraw in his
flavor, wvhilst too much praise can-
not be given to Messrs. Alfred Perry,

lHenry Bulmer, G. W. Wecavor, Colonel
A. A. Stevenson and others for the
manly stand they adopted in the
electoral committoos foir securing ta
thoir Irish Catholic follow citizens
their fair share of' popilari ropreson-
tation. Mr. Ryan wnas, thoîoro, clect-
ed by acclamation in 1868, and again
in 1872. 1u the inemorable campaign
of 1874, the bite Mr. Devliu opposed
Mir. Ryan, in the intarcst of' the Re-
forin party, but was defeated by 383
votes. On a stbsequent occasioi, the
seat having been declared vacant, Mr.
Dovlin succeodod in carrying the elec-
tion by a majority of 73, but ut the last
general election. when the Liberlt-Con-
servativo pirty appealed to the people
with the " Nationai Policy" as their
main plank, Mr. Ryan defcated his op-
ponent by the sweeping majority of
802.

In Parliainent, Mr. Ryan occupies
positions on most of the important com-
mittees of the House. He soldom
speals, except en questions affecting
the interest of the people ho more
especially represents, and on subjects
affecting the tiscal policy of the coun-
try, whcn ho commands universal atten-
tion and respect. His devotion to his
pirty is ivell known, but it has never
lcd him so far us to swerve for one mo-
ment from the strict path of duty.
On the New Brunswick sciool'
question, in the exciting and bit-
ter controversy on the Manitoban
difficulty, in a word, on every oc
casion wherc manly independence was-
necessary, MIr. Ryan showed that by
voice and vote lie vas prepared to stand
by the good cause, let the consequence
to governments or political parties be
what they imight. .When the Northern
Colonization Railway ontei-prise was
first brought before the people for
their consiceration, Mr. Ryan was ap-
pointed one of the Directors, and took
an active part in popularizing a schemo
that was te do so much good to the
Province and country ut large. Unfor-
tunatoly, anmid his imultitudinous occu-
pations, the great financial crisisof'1S75
burst upon the comniercial conunnity,
and lie, liko maiy others, was forced.to
succumb to the inevitable. He. had,
ievertheless, the satisfaction of seoeing
his integrity vouched for by evary pub-
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