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.always ad vaned before the other on that side which
miI most impede the current of the river; the tide, in

ming up, ovcrflows this weak fence, filling it with
rp, and naking it so strong, that the ebb water is
able to remove such an obstacle from its course, and
compellel to dig out a new channel through the
idbank in the intended direction. In this way the
ots are advauced, taking care to keep the 'scour'

1e forenost, and a new deep channel is worn by the
i t>ý er.'
The ni-ost beneficial improvements yet effected in the

* aining of the fens are the new outfall of the Neie at
-isbeach, and that of the Ouse, by wbat is called the
_u Brink Cut, at Lynn. The former of these works
st £200000 ; but by making the necessary embank-
nts, more tha n ten thousand acres were gained from

e sea, besides the promise of future increase. For
o sooner is a barrier bank raised, than the sea begins

enidiately to throw down a deposit at its foot. Iii
'i way hIe outAle of some banks is elevated higher
hn the inside. By the 21 miles of the Eau Brink

t the wor of the late Mr. Rennie, the last circui-
,s bends of the Ouse, stretcbing double that distance,
avided. The cost was £160,000 : agood part of

e sn vas wasted in defeating the opposition offered
tlie bill authorising the work in its passage tbrougli
r1iament. After the opening of the new cutting in
121, its utility became so obvious, that five years
erwards, it was rendered still more serviceable by

l 17 1, a grand and comprehensive scheme was pro-
s-cd by Mr. Kinderley for uniting thie rivers flowing
to the Wah ii one common channel, and conveying
ini away into deep water. The project, a most mas-
rly one, bas bcn since then occasionally revived, but
o active measures taken to carry it into execution. In
339, Sir J. Rennie drew up a report on the subject,
inonstrating its entire practicability. The proposal
to straighten and embank the outfalls of the Nene,
nuse, Witham, and Welland-to conduet them to the
Cntre o' the Wash by a grand system of barrier banks,

rhich wiil give an additional fall of six feet, and thus
cure a channel that shall keep itself clear, and at the

ane tiie more efeëctually drain the interior; besides
hich, t would offer a safe road-stead for vessels.
There is now reason to hope that the project so long in

oyance will be realised. The leading men of the
tter town will subscribe £120,000 towards the

'Mdertaking ; and it is understood that application
r the necessary powers will be made to the next

ossion of parlianient. Seventy thousand acres of the
Wash are already left dry at low water; but should
fis scheme be carried into effect, the number of
r-'res reclaimed will be 150,000-a territory larger than
*ome of our present counties-for which the ri.me of
Victoria Level lias been proposed. The cost
nf reclaiming is estimated at £17 an acre, while the
land, when gained, will be worth £60 per acre. Ac-
ording to one of the calculations, in 1862 the share-
polders will be receiving 4 per cent in addition to the
'payment of the whole of their capital. Such a work

this is quite in accordance with the engineering in-
.lligence and capacity of the age, of which it will remain

a monument, stamped with a higher character than the
.'reat undertakings of antiquity-that of utility. When
ionpleted, we may hope that other portions of the
î land will receive the same attention. For example,

the Solway Firth, Morecambe Bay, the Leven and
Duddon Sands, all of which, if reclained, would add
largely to the resources of the empire., A somewhat
sIiilar project is conteamplated by their neighbours the
Dutch in connection with a railway from Flushing to
Middleburg, and across tha i"lands of Walcheren and
Beveland, to unite with a line on thc mainland. At the
nairowest part of the Sloe-the channel between the
two islands-emibankments or jetties have been carried
a >me distance into the water, round which the conflict-
inig tidal currents of the Eas;t and West Scheldt have
deposited such a thickniess of silt, that mr. G. Rennie,
on maiking a professonal inspection of the place, found
the channel fordable at low water, and recoîmmnded the
carryiag of the embankment entirey across, by which
nîcîns it is cal4lated 40,010 acres will be naiurally re-
claimed i i the coursc of six yeirs, and be worth £-0 an
a'e. The Dakh authories have not yet determined
oni the project, but we think tliev cataiot reject so desi-
rable vi aequisitioa of territory, espee:a1ly a, the rail-
way will assist in restoring to Midlburg a share of its
former prospcrity. We cannot cooelale our notice of
the great level of the fens better than ia thc words of
Sir John Rennie's report:-' If ever the undertaking
should be carried into eflect, not oaly will the drainage
and navigation of an extensive district, bordering on
the rivers Ouse, Nee, Wellaînd, and Witham, and the
Great Wasl, anad comprising little short of a million
acres of land, be greatly improved, and thus their power
of production be greatly augmented, which alone is
warthy of considerable sacriSce to obtain, but an entire
new district, contai aing 150,000 acres of valuable land
(which is half as laige again as the entire county of
Rutland, whieh coftaitns only 95,00 acres) may be
added to the kinglom. It will, I trust, be admittted
that hýw enterprises, if any, have offiered a more satis-
factory prospect, whether regarded in light or profit to
the individual or to the conmunity at large, and such as
ought to command attention.'

HlOMES A ND DWELLINGS
OF THE HUMBLER CLASSES.

The searching ioquiries of the comîmissioners ap-
pointed to report on the health of towns have clearly
deionstrated that the rate of mortality is greatly in-
creased in those localities which are denscly crowded,
undrained, badly ventilated, and imperfectly supplied
with water. An investigation of the sanitary condition
of nearly one hundred of our principal citie; and towns
traces the same results to the same causes, so that the
evidence addîced admits of no refutation. In the cel-
Jars of Liverpool and Manchester, in the wynds of
Glasgow, in the courts and allys of London, typhus
constantly is present and the dwellings of the poor in
these districts are the abodes of pestilence and epidemies.
The sole property of the workman being bis labour, and
that labour being suspended when health is deranged,
the sanitary question branches out into a financial ques-
tion; and Dr. Southwood Smith has justly remarked
that of all taxes, the heaviest is the fever tax. To
those, then, who have few or no sympathics with their
humbler brethren, and are deaf to the calls of hiumanity,
we must apply the argument derived from the pressure
of poor rates, and appeal from benevolence to capidity;


