Selocted Pepers. 5T

them, had before appeared to kim to be insuperable ; but ske had
conquered them allat orce, by -guing directly to the sick person
herseff; and I could searcely help thinking but that the same might
be doue now,

She came to me, and T told her candidly, that I expected more:
encouragement from Aer than I had just received from her brother..
However, she was of the same opinion with him. * Her sister-
in-law,” she suid, “appeared this norning not to know ber; and
with respect to the danger of going into rhe room, being Lerself”
delicate in health, she Iad been ordered’by the medical men to
enter it as little as possible. Besides,” she continued, * there mast,
I suppose, be some persons to tuke the sacrament with her; and
whom shall we find for that purpose ? Her own relations, vou know,
Sir. being Deptists, cannat be asked to do it.” :

= True,” Lreplied cagerly, and with sowe surprise in my coun-
tenance : ¢ but there is the poorlfud_-."s husband ; there is his cousin;.
there is you."— Ah! Sir,” she'said in a moment, and' with tre-
mdation; * I could not venture upoh such a thing, 1 am not pre-
pared.” ¢ Not prepared, my good r}ady 2" 1 rejoined, #till with a
tone of surprise, but mixing gentledess with ir, lest I wmight do-
mischief; “alss T alas! you have had ten good an opportunity for
preparation.  Your own health, you have just informed me, is
delicate, and therefore precarious; but you have besides a terrible
lesson betore your eyes of the uncertainty of human life, which a.
hind Providence intends, no doubt, for the instruction of this
family.” T

* Here we have the mistress of it cut down, like a flower, in the
blaom of youth and beauty. You have been a daily witaess ot”
the griet occasioned by this unexpected blow ; and it has not
passed over your head, like a summer’s cloud, without exciting, I
may well presume, many a serious thought, and wany a pious re~
solution, with regard to yourself. Can there be a better prepara-
tien than the clese view of deatlr itself advancing with rapid
strides, as he has done in this house, and laying waste before him
south, and health, and strength? Shall God preach fo us with
this miighty, terrific voice, und we will not hear 2"

As I'proceeded in this wamner, Iassumed naturally a more
solemn tone.  She was somewhat everpowered by it, but eacused
IBrself by suvingp, that the effect of her sister-in-law’s sickness had
Leen very much weakened by the incessant cares of the family,
which had devolved upon herself'; and that many perplexing and
vexatious circumstances Lad fallen out to disturh and unsettle ber
thoughts. ¢ However, Sa,” she added, *Iwill get ready in the
best nanner that T am able, and 1 will watch diligenly for any
wpportunity that may oceur 3 especially as 1 hnow that pour _:'\lr
Brereton herself was vary desitous of recciving the sacrament.
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