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the weak and human lifo was at a discount. The
wicked men in tho days of Noah appear to be somo-
what tolerant, but I imagine they wero oxceedingly
amused by tho plans and performances of
*the foolish old man,” and waited patiently to
800 what wonld como of his folly. So Noah escaped
diroot persecution, Abraham, called from idolotry,
had respect among the people because of his power,
wisdom, greatness and wealth,

In Joseph’s day, an Hebrew was an abomination
to an Egyptian, and doubtless an Egyptian was an
abomination to the Hobrew, but could not so well
afford to show it, bocaunso of minority.

Christ came in a timo of universal peace, but not
of universal'loye, The Jow was against the Roman
and tho Roman against the Jew ; tho Jew against
the Samaritan and the Samaritan against the Jow;
tho Phariseo against the Sadducce and the Saddu-
ceo against tho Pharisee. Tho spirit of the time
was : Lovo thom that love you, and hate them that
hato you.

The controversies were not just like ours, but
much in the same spirit ~hatred, envy, jealousy,
strifo and evil speaking; yea, sometimes, crvelty,
injustice and bloodshed. The spirit of rehgious
contraversy crucified the Lurd of Glory. Cruelty
and blood havo marked the pathway of religious
centroversy, and, if not carried to the same extent
to-day,,it is because of the lack of opportunity.

Christ came—the Prince of Peace. His teaching
was followed by ‘* a sword,” not because He would
have it 8o, but because of tho ovil in mon’s nature,
‘The father against the eon, tho son against the
father; the daughter against the mother, tho
mother against the daughter, ete.; and a man’s foes,
they of his own houschold; and all this because of
the evil in men's nalure: the wicked always perse-
cuting the righteous. *

Christ tanght svmething better than love for
love and batred for hatred. He would draw men
more to the divine standard : Loye your enemics,
bless them that curse you, do good fo them that
hate you, etc.  Why? That you may be the chil-
dren of your Fathoer in heaven, ote,

By une beautiful parableé~——the parable of the
prodigal son ~—Jesus showed *‘the fatherhoovd of
God.” ‘Where can you find a more beautiful pic-
turs of the never-changing love of God than that
which is hoeld up before the mental visin in the
inimitable worading of this parable.

By another parable Jesus would impress vpon the
minds of hll the universal brotherhood of man.

One of the very religious men of the Jewish
nation came to Jesus and asked :

‘“ What shall I da that I may inhesit oternal
life 17

¢ Whatis written in the law,” said Jesus, ¢ how
readest thou 1"

The man arswered: ‘‘ Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with all thy heart, with all thy mind, with
all thy sou), and with all thy strength, aud thy
neightor as thyself.”

‘““Thou hast answered right,” said Jesus, *¢ this
do and thou shalt live.”

But this religious lawyer is not yet satised ; he
is narrow, and wishing to bo justified in his own
narrowness (perhaps to love the Jew and tho Jew
only, and only the choice, even, of that nation)
asked: ‘¢ Who is my meighbor1”

To this question Jesus gave no direct snswer, but
by the fine, clear portrayal of character as given in
the parable of the good Samaritan (sce Luke x.) He
would abolish foraver the national and religious
narrowness that drew the dividing lines, built the
partition walls, and formed tho impassible gulfs of
His day.

4 Who,” said Jesus, * was neighbor to him who
fell among thieves ?”

The lawyer, made again to answer his own ques-
tion, said; ‘¢ He whoshowed mercy on him,”

" Jesus asid unto him; **Go thou and do likewise.”-

This is the fruit of roligion, This will bind men
together. It will bring men and women under the
influence of Jesus of Nazareth. It will caunso their
hearts and lives to be filled with love, juy, peace,
tong-suffering, eto., and hasten the universal away
of Bim whose right it is to reign,

¢¢ You different secets who all declare,
Lo ! here is Christ, or Christ is thero ;
Your firmor proofs divinely give,
And show us where the Christians live.”

0. B. Estery.

PREACHING.

No. .

Every viow wo can possibly take of preaching,
most omphatically teaches us that nothing leas than
thoentire force of consecrated character of the man
can satisfy its demands. This is ovident whun we
considor tho impoertance, woight, and grandeur of
the thomes with which the Christian minister has
to do. He hasto do with the soul, that ray of the
Divine Boing, which, if truo to itself and the re-
quirements of God tho King eternal, will one day
bo clad with a beanty and grandour such as nature’s
loveliest snd sublimest econory never can equal.
He has to spoak of the invisible, which in its nature
is too spiritual for fleshly oycs to behold, ard which
can alono be appreciated by tho enlightened and
purified heart. ¥o has to speak of sin, the soul’s
dread malady, that fearful outrage against "God,
that evil, which by its unutterable hideonsness has
morred the human heart go frightfully that its
effect upon mankind makes all othor calamities
unworthy the name. He has to do with Jesus
Christ, the Son of God, the glorious personitication
of oternal love and truth, the Saviour from the
droad consequences of sin, and ‘the conqueror of
the last enzymy. Heo has to speak of the final con-
summution of tho world’s oventful history, the
coming judgment, and the retributions of the last
day. Hisown soul, filled with the intensest inter-
est of subjects, fraught with such vast importance,
must call into full play every activity of mind, and
summon into full energy the heart’s whole power.

The preacher is a toacher; but he is more than a
teacher. The subjects with which he has todo are
infinitely wronged, when presented in dull plati-
tudes from cold lips and an unmoved heatft. A
teacher may accomplish his purpose, when he ex-
pends his force ¢n ideas or facta; but the preacher
is more than s simple proclaimer or declaimer; he
is, to & vast extent, in his fecling heartand tender
sonsibilities of sonl, a reproduction of the truths
ho presents. The truth is not only underatood Ly
him, but is in him a fountain of enthusiasm, a
living, glowing, iutense rcality. His words leap
from his lips as living flames kindled in his heart,
No man can preach the gospel with such power that
it will bavo the lasting and desired effect upon-his
hearers until he himself has been brought, by the
power. of divino truth, into real,. vital, personal
sympathy with Christ. Such asympathy will give
a heavenly pathos and power to his words, and such
a personal manifestation of the senze of cternal
things that will awaken a corresponding feeling in
his auditors. Wo reforred in.our previous number
to the almost superhuman power and influence of
the early reformers, and although we may perhaps
very justly criticise much of their style and teach-
ing, yot we feel assured that theirs was a work of
true and heartfelt religious zeal, It is said of the
colobrated Jonathan Edwards, a widely known
divine and metaphysician of tho last century, tha®
his famous sermon—*‘Sinners in tho haods of an
angry God,” was preached by him with such tender-
neoss and solemnity of manner, that his audience
at Enfield shriekod and groaned aloud, until their
cries drowned tho preacher’s voice, and he was
forced to pause and quiet them; and yot Edwards
was in no senee considered a sensational proacher.

His tenderness and sympathy, his solomn, forvent
and pungent logic, his mingled simplicity and ain-
cority, his directncss and earnestness, complotoly
captured the hearts and impulses of his audienco,
Tha importanco of power in the pulpit will perhapa
ho better seon if wo consider that the preacher has
to do with tho conscionce, as well as tho intolloot,
to enforce the obligations as well as to teach the
truths of Christianity. His function has for its
highest aim to call forth towards God the awe,
love, fear, attachmont, trust and joy of humanity.
He is to strivo to make Bim who is supremo in
the universe, supreme in tho soul. His great pur-
pose is to 2ive strength and vitality to the thought
of Godiin the human heart. No object ever pre-
sontod itself for thought aud investigation to the
intelloct and affections of man, comparable to the
subject of our rolations to God, and the groat und
sublime consequences growing out of that relation-
ship. Looso conceptions of Christianity dg not
deserve tho name of religious knowledge. 'The
enquiry ought to be prosecuted with an intonsenees
with which no other subjeot is investigated, posseas.
ing as religion does, the power to lift the thoughts,
the aspirations, and the conceptions, into a realm
which for grandeur and lofty sublimity is exclu-
sively alono, With, then, a theme so noble, and
a life-work as infinitely importunt as it is inspiring,
it ought to bo readily seen and understood that
preaching should be able to summon in the man,
who is willing to devote himself to the woerk, every
moral and intollectual faculty, Intellect, con-
science, affections, moral will, lofty conception,

deep rooted earnestness, and sanctified resoluti.n,.

should characterize and pervade his every effort,

¢ How often,” says Channing, ‘¢ dces preaching
remind us of a child's arrows, shot against a fortress
of adamant? Bow often does it scem a mock fight 1
Wo do not sce the earnestness of real waifare, of
men bent on the accomplishment of a great govd.”
Winning souls to Christ. is our highest conception
of earth work. XNo loftier position can. be occu-
pied in the activities of life than that pcsition cho-
sen by tho preacher of the word of Ged. While
the fruita of the toil of others perish and decay with
time and sense, while cities with their proud mon-
uments and palaces may crumble to dust, his work
leaps the bounds of time and the finite, and glories
in the glad fruition of eternal joys in the infinite.
The proclaimer of Christianity stands upon the
lufty glory-tipped taount of God's love, behind him
the far-receding outlines of the past, before.him
the gradually unfolding revelations of the future,
and above him the over-spreading egis of Gud's
effulgent glory. He beholds the anxieties, loils,
dissipations, pleasures and competitions of human
life around him. In the stir and bustle of society
he sees the distracting influences of human capri-
cionsness, and his whole being is aroused to lift the
humaa conceptions to the Invisible and fix impres-
sions of God deeper and more enduring than can
be found by a perishing world, groaning, fettered
and chained in subjection to vanity.

T. H. BrLEnus.

Jacksonville, Florida,
August 9th, 1887,

WHAT ARE WE DOING?

Al duly intorested in spreading the gospel will
look with anxiety for the subscription list in this
issue. I look for a long list, and hope I will not
be disappointed. There would be none more re-
joiced to see a long list of nawmnes in this issue than
myself, It would be well for us all to study the
early Christian Church and seo what they did. We
read in Acts iv. 32, ** Thoy were all of one heart
and of ono soul; neither aaid any of thom that
aught of the things he possessed was his own ; but
they had ail thiugs common.” This is the spirit
we require when we are asked to contribute to the
cause of Christ and the salvation of our fellow-men..
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