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The followinig suggestions for addition
ai tests and descriptions, wlich the
author is of opinion miglt be usefully
included in the next British Phlîarnmmîco.
p<eia were rend before the Phamaceuti
cal Society of reat lritaii at ai oves)
ing meeting.

Aloes.-No cleic:al test is ollicial for
distinguishing betweeni the two varieties
of aloes. Cold nitric acid producest a
fugitive red color whei added to powder
ed Barbados aloes, while Socotritne aloes,
when so treated, gives no coloration until
warmed, when it turins reddislh brown.
Also-it miglht be added-the surface of
hepatie aloes la isivtriably covered witht
minute wrinkles, and the odor of either
varicty becones much mîore mliarked if
gently breathed upon.

Balsea of Tolu is occasionally mîixed
with common turpentinev, but its presence
may be readily demionstrated if, after- add
ing strong sulphuric acid to the suspected
sample, sulphúr dioxide is givn oil, ac-
comupanied by blackening -whîereas pute
balsan only turnts cherry red.

Inchi.-Altlough it i8 iîenitionied that
buchu leaves are mîarked on thteir margins
with oil glands, yet stress miglt be laid
on the fact that oie gland is situat'.d on
each serrature, and especially one at thc
apex. Em»pleuumuî serrulatumu, whiclh
soiewhat resembles 11arosmaa serrae lia,
has no gland at tle actual apex.

Cateclhn and Scamminony.-The percen.
tage of iasl yielded by these substances is
not specified. Ciateciu is required to be%
entirely soluble in boiling wattr. 'Iis
it rarely, if ever, is, iL more or less
turbid mixture being generally produceld.
Some impurity is invariably present, and
it would bu well to limit the ash to G per
cent., es is now done by the Geriniiiii
Pharmacopæia. Scammniony is notorious-
ly adulterated ; even the prefix "vir'gin" is
not always a guarant.y of its purity, and
the liuit of nsh would be ant additional
safeguard, 3 per cent. being looked uponi
as the maximum.

P>oppy Capsules.-Wien poppy capsules
are used for extract and for syrup they
are directed to be freed fromt tie seeds.
Should not this direction bu extended to
the decoction ? As it stands the capsules
are ordered to be bruised, which implies
that the seeds are to be used as well. It
is, I know, urged by some that a little of
the oil is removed f rom the seeds and re-
mains suspended in the mucilaginous
liquid. Thtis may be so ta a snall extent,
but 1 tlink it must be a very small one,
and it seems doubtful if any special ther-
apeutic value cai be accreditcd to it.
Moreover, poppy capsules are so often
bioken in storage and transit that most
of the seeds escape, and frequently the
decoction is prepared witht anytling but
the fair perçentage that belong to a
Capiule.

Diqtills. -l.velyonie kniows the ditli.
cult.y experienced it tiimies in distinguish-
in, brokei .pciims of dried le ue.
I)igi talis, for in%staice-, is coinmon in cer
titinl parts of (1bo country, aId intny paltr
imicists nio doubt have the leaves collected
and dried imder their owitn supervision.
T'ii:s k as it sioutid be , ln t ui fort un ittel v
iit caniot ailways hue doun1î , and then ont'
lias to fal1l back on dried i material, o-
tALilled as a ruile iii a1 miore or- less broken
and erumipled condition. Unider sucl
circumi tancs, IL detailed acqgiuant anîce
wvith the leaf is desirable., anld it mlighit
usefully be ioted th..t in foxglove leases
the veinls run well down into the petiole,
tiuns distinguishing then ait once fromn
milmerons possiblo substitutes, inlud-titniimg
the not uiconiniioi One of Ilnig e< Couny:n.

lasters.-Ti several of the oilicial
plasters curd soap is been substituted
for hard soap, and I have ta strongly
advocate IL returnîî ta the latter. Accord,
ing ta Dr. Paul, powdered cuid soap coi-
tains fromi twice ta threu times as ntich
water as imost other soaps, atid whether
it is due ta tiis falet or' not, certain

plasters made with it are not as easy
to roll imto sticks as they were formerly.
Enplastrumn pluImibi and mt!iiplhistrm'tini
resii:ze ire notable examples of tiis
alteration for the woie. i also have ta
suggest the addition of a little rubber to
the principal bases, ta coumiteract the
tendency to crack wlien kept sprcad. A
pirocess iivolviig little trouble is to dis-
solve the rubber in chloroforim tud
anhydrous wool fat, iii a t ide.mîouthmed
bottle, fitted witlh a long upright coi-
deniser, applying just suilicient hesat to
keep the mixture gently boilimng; One
part of rubber and two p:trts of wool-fat
ire gool proportions. The seiii fluid
iixtuttre should not bu aidded to tie- other
iigredients unitil iearly cool, whenl if
well stirred, the cioloroforii i sooil dis-
sip:Lted. A little extit care has perhaitps
ta bo takena in th mntiipulation, is if a
lient much exceediig 200° F. is used to
melt the plaster', the rubber lias a sliglt
ten lency to couie out in lumps. Tiis,
however, is nia disadvaintage, as ever
practical plaster spreaîder is mîucl too
wise to use L greater heat thmani that
e1lforded by a viater-batli. T have here
emîiplastrumi ferri ansd eiplastrui picis,
ta whiich oily aliatf per: cent. rubber and
ane of wool-faLt were added, and yet they
are at tiis lenîgth of timîîe still sufliciently
pliable to admit of be'ing rolled up and
sent out in a cylindrical case without
crackinîg, an operation ta wlhich few, if
any, plharnacopm-ial plasters would sub.
mnit ta lialf ali hour after solidification
had talketi place. Rubber is now so ex-
tensively eiiployed by large piaster
spreader's that no seriotis objectioi i
likely to bu lodged agaiist its initroduc.
tion, particularly as the quttitity would
bl so siiall.

trac'ts The solid extracts are mnost
]y orderei ta be evaporated ta a suitable
consistence for forming pills, or else ta
to the consist.eneo of a soft xtraut, Ttis

lenes IL good deal to tht discretion of thmt
ojerator. If ami e'xtrict is to lie really of
L comns4isteniiCe for pill mîîakilmg it imiust bo
laird indeied , ns IL factt îery few e.xtracts
Could be miiade inmto piills withouit the aid
of soime adition, an id they are iery rare.
ly s0 preenbedt. Would it îlot be better
to ordrI all the solid extracts ta ho
eviaporated to aL soft consistoice, say that
of fresh ionmey, foar it is ouvious tlat, both

iiremetms Cilot bw complied witii.
W\'itht regard to thios itendd for pill
imaking, it has beei my owni xperIenco
tihat the ollieil oiunes are better 'îVapîortt.
ed fir ly lw down , anî:d whilo still warmii
sul'.iiiit finiely :ifted alitheî or sugar of
m.k stirrd in, to bring tle whliole up to
pillulir contisto whe.1 cold. Ai
ordinary extract requmes auout, tei peri
cit. of moisture to be driven oil, and re.

placed w ith uits tltli valeit qmalinti ty of
sonie inert powder to etlect this. Thero
atre liowever, tiree the extract of
colocynmtih, ibab and enscarn--whiiclh
een if treati i is desci ibed are a constant
source of troublet ti th) dipenser. Tse,
it is sîiggestel, shotul hie etapated at
a properm- temperatiuir tu dryiess, aind]
either he brouglit up to the weight or
kept as " species," the eqîui'. alent of which
is ta bme used instead of the soft ex tract.

' 1ra,t ,{ X.r iitce i < OpLIIIum.
iiese are bot h adjus(ed ta deimite

strengthis, the finishîed product varying
cuisidIrably in cosiistence, which alters
still fuîther oui prolonged keeping. This
renlders tlet staindardizing abortive, aend
it is su.¿esttedl thait thet-st twu oalso should
be evaporated to completo dryiess, nid ad.
justed vith sugar of iiilk.

Ectracfuem ielm Lü¡ue'lumi already
coitains about 20 per cent. of rectified
spirit, but it îs uinsultiiceit to prevenit the
teideincy te decomposition durmig very
warim weatier. In liot .lintes it ai,
conmmon practice to add ia little cliloro.
formia or' s:licyie aciml to prepairations
whois keepinmg properties are not of the
best, but 1 doubt if siclh aL procedure is
admiissible in England, althougl on soie
of our suiuinier days the thermomuieter muay
register anî ainiost tropical temperature.

R'etractauit Cinelwna Lü,uidum.-Our
present process for this liquid extract is
uidoubtedly aL Vast imlpr cement over the
old miethod of exhatstioi withî distilled
water, but cven now the alkaloids are
only partially rîemoved, aitd serious loss,
witl consequent imcrease in the cost of
production, is the result. Af ter several
trials I have fouid that the best results
are obtaiied by percolating ut ai elevated
temuperature The apparatus cmployed is
simply an ordiniry percolator provided
with a hot water jacket, and cain easily
be fitted up in any laboratory. The
coarsely powdered drug is imsistenîed and
packeil iii the percolator, the hot mens.
struumî beiig poured on until the liquid
begins ta drop, whien the orifice is close!
and the whole allowed to niacerate att. a
teiperature of about 150' F. for tv:enty-
four htours, when percolation is allowed to
procueid (etill mainîtaiiiig thiu temppera.
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