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e uhbutl School. Seacler,
BE THOROUGH.

BY RRY. CHAS, ELWD, CHENEY, D.D.

In the Psulter vorsion of the Psalms
of David, in the Prayer Book of the
Episcopal Chureh, there is o word which
has become entirely obsolete, Ont of
the depths of self-condennation David
is trymg unto God in the fifty-first
Pralm. e prays, ¢ Cloanso me thar-
oughly from my sin.” "Wo havo lost
that old Saxon word or® of our modern
English, Just as in the lapso of ages,
by passing from hand to hand, & coin
becomos so worn that you can hardly
tell its *image and superscription,” so
our word ¢ thorougl™ requires some
caveful study to sharpen its lines of
definition, and bring out upon its sur-
face tho old impross of the Aunglo-Saxon
mint.

I wish that I counld get the ear of lex-
icographers and persuade them to dig
up the old wore from its grave, aud pile
tho earth of forgetfulness over its lnter
substitute. The old wine is better than
the new. The dead father is worth
moro than the living child,

In one of our best religious. papers
not long ago appenred a notice of & bad
book. It gave fo the vile production an
unqualified commendation,  Ieartier
praise could gearcely have been awarded
to somo work of sterling value. The-
reviewer had doubtless read the book,
‘but not < thoronghly.” He had not
penetrated through the gilding of rhetorie
into the base metal which it concealed.

Down on one of our business streets
they tore up, one day, n fow blocks of
the wooden pavement. They ought to
have been as impervious to water as if
made of glass. But, reeking with damp-
ness and spongy with decay, they fell to
piecos at the touch. The coal-tar in
which they had been dipped had not
soaked through the heart of the wood.

With this prefatory definition of what
the idea of thorouglmess comprehends,
let us apply it to the preparatory work
of the Sunday-school teacher. A minis-
ter who made as shallow and superficial
proparation for the pulpit ag some teach-
ers do for the class would soon find
empty pews bearing witness to the just i
abhorrence of honest, Christian men for
a lazy preacher of the Gospel. It ig no
answer to say that the work of instruct-
ing children is one which ought not to
demand so laborious study as that of
providing spiritual food for mature and
thinking men and women. For the true
test of n man’s venl character is his
willingness to fill to his best ability the
humblest position. Amemberof a great
legislative body was once taunted.y a
co%lengue with hig low birth and early
poverty. Rising in his place the brave
man answered :

#T am reminded by the honourable
gentleman, as & proof of my unfitness
for the position I hold, that when a boy
I cleaned his father'sboots. Ihava only
to ask, Didnw't I do it well2”

1. Be thorough in prayer.

There ave many seeds which will only
germinate when they have been soaked
in water previous to planting. Beauti-

Theore is nothing that will-80 ensure o i

genuine succoss over every obstacle as
to feel, when we take our places.in the
Sunday-school, that we have not enly
nsked o genera) Dblessing of the Spirit,
but & particular blessing on each one of
the class,

II. Bo thoroigh in study,

I knew, in my college days, & young
man-who had a most remarkable talent
for making what little he actunlly knew
pass cwmrrent for large attaimmeuntas
With extraordinary quickness of per-
coption he would pick uwp some loose
smattoring of subjeots on which think-

ing people talked, aud Landle his sup- !

plies of knowledge thps aecquired with
such rave skill that a casual acequaing-
ance, or & stranger who wet him for the
first time, would lenve him impressed
with the iden that he had, by study,
treasured up vast stores of information.

The Sunday-school teacher who thus
attempts to deceive his class will soon
find that bright children have a wonder-
ful facility for penetrating such n thin
disguise. They find out, very soon, the
teachier who picks up scraps of explana-
tions from cominentaries, and stiings
them together with the dlimsy thread of |
his loose-twisted talk,

In every well-chosen system of les-
sons, like that presented in the Nutivnal
Sunday School” Teacher, cach separnte
lesson has some one great truth which
it is designed to set forth, Bu, like the |
root of & plant, it often lies beneath the
surface,  That deep and underlying
truth the superfiicial teacher never sces.
Ho is not thorough enough in his study
to have oven made the discovery that it
exists., He saws off a branch here, aud
o twig there, and gathers a bunch of
leaves yonder, and undertakes to plant
them in the fertile soil of the young
hearts committed to his spiritual lus-
bandry, But the root principle, from
which the vital power of the lessoun
springs, he knows nothing about ; and,
as o necessary consequence, the lesson
withers away.

The thorough teacher makes it his
first purpose, in study, to grasp this cen-
tral truth.  To that all the rest is sub-
siliary. There may be a thousand
minor points of ix‘erest; but threuyh
them all he pushes Vo gain, like a gen-
eral on the field of battle, the key to
the position. That point seccured and
the victory is won.

Such thoroughness in study prepares
for the work as nothing else can. TFor
the principle thus laid hold of becomes
so incorporated into the mind and heart
that the teacher goes to his class ns one
gees to the fainting with a cup of cold
water., e has just what the class
needs.  He hag himself made a discov-
cry, and he is full ot joy in revealing it
to those who need.

Perhaps this may seem to many like
setting up a standard of thoroughness
which the work itself does not warrant.
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Ony Aonnyg Solhs,

LIMTLE BUILDERS.

Lay tho Mocks on vexy oven
Placo thew skilltully, with caro;

Ait! your mimio houso Is growing
Largo, and high, and vory fafr.

TLittlo Nelile's oyes are watching -
As the paintod walls uprise;

&he and Carlo think ther: a nothing
Half so grand boneath tho skics.

Keop thy pationco, littlo buflders;
WWrath and hate thy woxk undo;

X thy walls fall down before theo,
Othier walls havo failen too,

Qlder handa have oft orectod
Castlos largo and falr ns thine, ¢
Buiit with every hope and heart-beat,
Yot thoy crumble and decline.

———

Waste ne tinie in vaiuly weeping,
Qvoer orrors you havae uinde ;

Work agaf - ond bulld more stropgly;

. Sor~ - ttay thon wilt bo repaid.

—Selected.

TEACHING A CHILD. ”

A great doetrine to feach w child is,
that he must labour for what he wants.
Is it riches? Let him stop envying
those who have made money, and go to
work and make it himself. Is it the

i Fosition that character gives? Lt him
! build up a good reputation tor himself.

Ts it talent ?  Let him study to improve
his mind.  Possibly he may come hon-
estly by somebody else’s money without
workmg for it, but he cannot mbherit an
education.  Knowledge requires brain
work, and there is no getiing over it.
A man may die and leave his money,
but he cannot leave his education.

INDEXING.

Edward Everctt Hale says, in the
Youth's Companion :

*When I own o book, and am read-
ing it cavefully, I write, with a peneil,
on the ast page of it, references to the
particulur points in it whichk I think I
may need to remember again or to re-
cur to. Then I have my own index
ready for me at any future time.

«But I have, perhaps, already ad-
vised you somewhere not to buy many
books. If you are reading in books

cently, well-behaved boy or girl—never
make any sort of mark upon o page
which is not your own. All you need
then is a little page of paper, folded in
where you ean use it ns n book-mark,
on which you can make tho same
memorandum which you would have
made ou the fly-leaf were the book yonr
own. In this case you will keep these
memorandum pnges together in your
serap-hook, so that you can easily find
them. And if—as is very likely—you
have to refer to the book afterward in
another edition, you will be glad if your
first reference has been so precise that

Such preparation costs timne, labour,
and the choicest fruitage of mental and |
spiritual growth, and all, not to preach |
the Gospel to listening thousands, not !
to speak to countless anditors by some |
widely-circulated book, but only to teach
o half-a-dozen little children.

To such I commend the example of

ful picture of what must be the great
featurc in his preparation for his work,
who * goeth forth wecping, bearing
precious seed.’” Tha anvil of study, the
sledge-hammer of ecarnestness never
forged a bolt which carried couviction
to the consciences of meu exscept the
goul was first made to glow in the fires
of intensest supplication. But no where
is this moré true than in the preparation
of the teacher for his class in the Sun-
day-sckiool.  That sced must not enly
be soaked, but like the seed of the
cypress vine, sonked in ot water. That
weapon must not only be forged in_the
fires of prayer, but its material must be
melted in loving intercession.

We want thoroughness in prayer for
the dndicidual members of our classes.,
Of cowrse the faithful teacher prays that
the Holy Ghost 1aay Lless the instrue-
tion which he is to impart to the con-
version and sanctification of lis little
flock. But is it well to siop there?
There is one boy in your class who,
generous and self-forgetful, affectionate
even to o fault, has yet a temper which
2 Dreath of provocation will rufile to a
storm.

Another, perhaps the most inteiligent
one of all, is as unmoved by excitement
as & marble statue; but ns keen to see
a persoual advantage, aud as eager to

asp it, as the most selfish speculater
of the Gold Room.

A third, with all his genuine kindness
of heart, has the most irvepressible sense
of the ludicrous, and with his monkey-
like tricks and odd sayings, which even
his teacher can hardly resist, is per-
petually turning the edge and blunting
the point of your most solemn appeals.

Thoroughness in prayer will lend the
earnest teacher o take these individual
casey to the throne of grace in the arms
of his loving intercession, Years ago
ihe huge bell on the City Hall, whose
fiery fate has become historie, used to

: peu.{ out a general alarm, felling that

-But it always followed up its first warn-
ing by anodyxer, indicating the xi:‘lfhcmlar

j face. Each heir seemed to be distinetly

 minute particulars will be lost in dis-
{ tance,

I nicer way of keeping the entside of atea-

~pomewhere in the city there was fire..

]
the old Athenian sculptor. Working |
upon . noble statue he gave as careful |
labour to perfect every detail of the back
of the head as he had bestowed nnon the

defined by his wondrous use of the
cliisel. A friend who stood Dy said to
him, ¢ What senseless folly ! The figure §
is to be placed with its back against a 1
wall, and at such a height that these

Who will see the details ¢n
wiich you have spent such toil 2™
The artist answered * God.”

WASTE PAPER.
Few housekeepers are aware of the
many uses to which waste paper may be
put.  After a stove has been blackened, !
it can be kept looking very well for a
long time by mb-bing it with paper every
morning. Rubbing with paperis a much

kettle, coffee-pot and tea-pot bright and
clean, than the old way of washing them
in suds, Rubbing with paper is also
the best way of polishing knives and
tin-ware after scouring. 'This saves
wetting the knife handles. If o little
flour be held on the paper in subbing
tin-ware and spoons, they shine like
new silver. For polishing mirrors, win-
dows, lamp-chimneys, paper is better
than dry cloth, Preserves and pickles
keep much better if brown paper, instead
of cloth, is tied over the jar. Camuned
truit is ot so apt fo mould if a pieee of
writing papar, cut to fit the can, is laid
directly on the fruit. Paper is much
better to put undeér a carpet than straw.,
It is warmer, thinner, and makes less
noise when one walks over it. Two
thicknesses of paper placed between
other coverings on & bed are as warm
as & quilt. If it is necessary to step
uponla chair, always lay & paper on it,
and thus save the paint ur wood-work
foundation,

To pardon those absurdities in our-
selves which we caunot suffer in others,
is neither better nor worse than to be

oealxt{ ‘whers the firemau’s help was

you can easily find the place although
the paging is changed. John Docke's
rule is this : refer to the page with an-
other reference to the nwmber of pages
in the volume. At the same time tell
how many volumes.there are in the set
you use. If you use this rule, you
would enter Charles IL.’s eseape from
England, as described in the Pictorial
History of England, thus -
Chnrles T, esenpe aftor battle of \l\forc%%ter.

Tictoriul Histers of England, p. @

4

You will have but little dificulty in find-
ing your place in any edition of the
Dictoricl History, if you have made as
careful o reference as this is.”

WERITE HOME,
There can be no excuse for any young
man who never writes home, or whose
Iotterg to the old folks there—whose
dreams are ever of their son—are few
and far bebtween, and not worth much
even when obtained. It is sad to think
that there are young men who let weeks
and months pass away without o letter
to their parents or their brothers and
sigters, who, when they do write, only
send a line or two, with some lome ex-
cuse for not domg more; & line or two
saying nothing, just containing some
stereotyped statement, of vaguo utteran-
ces, which gives no information. Why,
the value of a letter from a young man
to the far-off town or village home, con-
sists in thelittle details; its affectionate
gossip ; its accounts of any circumstance
or incident that may have promise in it
of advautage; its story of hopeful strug-
gle, of dnwhing success; or its references
to new-formed friendships, to books
read, cliurches attended, lectures at-
tended, with o thousand things besides,
which may be small in themselves, bat
which show au interest in the home cir-
cle and manifest the beating of .the child’s
Lienrt within the man’s,
~ Young men are not nware what pain
they may inflict by apparent neglect;
how letters brief and unfrequent may
give rise to fear and doubt, and oceasion
anxious days and wakeful nights! Now,
don't neglect home ; dont seom indiffer~
ent to your own family, asif all your
own interests were transferred to
strangers. Keep the chain of comrau-
nication bright by use, and write freely
and fully, with unrestrained confidence
that it may be felt that there is neither
blight on tlie affections, nor error'in the

more willing to be fools ourselves than
{0 have %0, S

life, which is t00 often the cause of that

from a library, never—as you are n de- | 5

Iapse in filial or fraternal gurcespondence
which, though the result alse at times,
of mero thoughtlessness, is always, un-
kind, and somotimes cruel.

THROUGH THE BIBLE IN
YEAR.

Many of our young readers, as well
as some who are older, commenced on
the first of January to read the Bible
through during thoe year. To accom-
plish this, it is necegsary to vead three
chapters daily, and each Sunday two
additional chapters, making five for
that day, Much the easiest way tu do
this, is to read two chapters in the 0ld
and one in the Now Testament daily,
and on Sunday two Psalms for the ad-
ditional chapters. This will avoid five
long chaplers on Suuday ; which ave
npt to prove weariseme and discourag-
ing, especially to the yonng, Three
chapters daily, and two additicenal on
the Sabbatl, will nmount to 1,199 clay-
ters in the year. Tn the Old Teslament
are 029 chapters; in the Now Tusta-
ment, 200 chapters ; making 1,198 in
all. By counfing each two divisions of
the 119th Psalin as a chapter, we shall
add just ten chapters, making 1,199,
the exact number needed for the year's
reading.

We give below o table, made unon
this plan, showing weekly throughout
the year where the reading for the date
given should commence :—— )

A

January,

Reed two Psalms each Sunday.

Ttead two chaptars fu Ol Testamoent und one in
New Testament daily. Count cach two divisfons of
119th Psalui 08 o chapter. Soptember 18, begin at
105¢h% Peulnx.  Novewbor 13, begin Amos.  Lenp
year, omit reading i courso Tebruary 29.

PERSONAL RELIGION.

—

What does it matter to you or to mo
about John Calvin or John Wesley either?
They were glorious men, and did o
world of good in their day. But, instead
of wishing to wear their shoes, let us
wenr our own, for they are more likely
to fit our feet; and let us come to this
Book, and find out what God would
have us know by the use of our own per-

e ]

HOW SHALL MODERN SKEPTI.
CISM BI MET?

—

First: Wo must not be afraid of it,
Skepticism may indieate power; bub
not of the highest order. It often in.
dientes weakness, The highest form of
power is in affirmation and construe-
tion ; in building up, and net in pulling
down, DBut skepticista is a negation,
Its work is to deny, doubt, find fault,
which is comparatively easy.

Second ; We are to distinguish be-
tween facts and infeveuce. Much of
what is called seience is mere inference,
Vhen Darwin observes similarities bo-
ween man  and the lower animals
hitherto unobserved, we must adiait the
faet, but need not adopt Lis inference
that our original progenitor was a
wonkey—probably an Afiican monkey,

Third: In dealing with skepticism,
we must welcome all truth, aud duly
respect every honest doubt. But upon
this wa need not enlurge.

But the most effective weapon against
skepticismn is the exeicise of the faith
we wish to produce in otligks. This is
in accordance with the great Inw that
like Dbegets like. Would you produce
kindness in others? Manifest kind-
ness before themn and to them. ‘Would
you produce forbenrance ? Be forbear-
mg. Would you produce hostility ?
Mauifest hostility, Aud s0, would you
produce faith:in others yon must mani-
fest before them and toward them the
fruits of faith, If an intellectual result
simply were aimed at, this would nof
be so; but aiming at o practicul result,

uly. . 3 .
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proposes to do. In such a belief there is
life; and in life there is power; and in
the instinets of all life there is practical
guidance. Under such inspiration and
such guidenee, which will bo really that
of the Spirit of God, the best forms of
organization and of effort will be want-
ing. The ministry will be sustained,
'he greaf problem of lay labour, which
is the problemm now before the Church,
will be solved. Denominetional lines
will be practically obliterated ; and the
pallid and protean form of skepticism
will vanish before thie combined power
of light and love.—Mark: lopkins,
D. D.

QUITE NATURAL.

sonal judgment, This will make men
of us, To be fed on spoon-victuals
forever will leave us nothing but babes,
such as sects might delight in, but such
as men should not desire to remain. |
« To the law and to the testiinony ™ let
us eemne. It is the best way of creating z
o Christinn unity ; and throwing aside
the vrejudice of birth, and ali other pre- ;
judices, and as far as we can, let us seek
to believe the whole gospel, for we are
putin trust of it as such; and though
we may, and must, make some mistakes,
yet we should come as nearly as we ¢nn
to the holding of the whole counsel of
God.—Spurgeon.
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«SMALL POTATOES.”

«Your minister is only small pota-
toes” was o thoughtless remark which
sent an arrow to the soul of one of the
praying ones. in. the pastor’s flock. It
fevered her sleepless pillow, and cast
an unwonted shade over her aged brow,
as she took lier seat at the breahfast
table the next morning, Small potatoes
literally were before her; aud as she
tasted, her face resumed its wonted
cheerfulness, and peace was restored to
her soul. ¢ Surely,” said she, in her
own eloquent strain, ¢ these potatoes
are good for food and greatly to be de-
sired ; and shall the heavenly manna be
rejected, which God's Erovxdence pro-
vide. for us, though it be small as the
hoar frost on the ground?” And that
slight figure which for more than four- !
score years had withstood the storms of
earth, continued to brave life’s couflicts,
and Sabbath after Sabbath her eager
listening trumpet (for the unaided ear no
longer caught the music of his veice)
cheered the pastor's heart, Her
prayers he knew were -daily on his be-
half, and the faithful -pastor knew the
value of such worshippers. Who can
tell thow much of the success of that
ministry of a score of years was due to
her prayers, to her influence, and those
of such as-she in that church ?

Oh ye who murmur, because the
food from the Kiug's table is only small
potatoes, unsuited to your dainty, de-
praved palates, remémber that it is not
against

—

The Christian Union takes a retro-
spective glance at its twelve-months’
labours, sud is impressed at once with
the magnitude and futility of a great
portion of them. It i» inclined to
change its course somewhad, and give
more atterdion to the fruits of the Spirit
and less to coutending carvuestly for the
faith once delivered to the suints. Its
non-success is thus set forth :—

e have assniled and logically routed
a large proportion of tho heresies of the
day. We have touched up the Jows;
we have confuted the Unitarians; we
have bothered the Catholics ; we have
utterly confounded the Atheists; the
Baptists, with their closo cominunion,
have been made to squirm ; and as to
the High Church Iipiscopalians, we
lmven'tieft them a leg fo stand upon.
By all the lLest known laws of cause
and effect, there shouid bo very little
remaining of eny of these denomina-
tions ; and yet we are muc. afraid they
all still live, and hold enach its peculiar

i tenets as firmly as ever—and perhaps

the more so for our unauswerablo argu-
ments.

fThe Israelite seems nctually to have
entered upon o now lease of life. The
Unitariau will tako his own time in
dying, aud refuses to bo hurried. The
Infidel gives fatal indications of never
having read our ardicles at all, The
Catholic, when he deigns to allude to
us, consigne us to a hotter place than
ever., The Churchman (Bapiist or
Episcopalian) actually smiles at us““a
smile serene and high,” from -behind
his barricade, as he bids us « Go rouud
Dby the gate;"—and this is the end of
n.ﬂ our cfforts o reform the Church and
the world.

s An elder” writes to tho Frangelist,
giving some .ntcresting reminiscences
of Dr. Beman, Tho Doctor was & Xow-
erful fou of the liquor-sellers, and on
one occasion a membur of that fraternity
applied to a trustee of hie church for &
pew. *The trustes showed the appli-
‘6ant one well forward in the church,
This is.an eligible -pew,’ said he; but

Moses and Aaron ye indrmur,.
but againkt God. © . '

=

added, signifieantly, ¢it’s pretly near
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