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aur Engiish Literature abounds, the wvritings
of eminent poets, essayists and novelists,
than while at college ; in the intervals of
heavy study, such wvorks are not only a relief
but are profitable, especially whien subjects
taken up at sucb times have a bearing an
the regular college work. In this way many
an idie moment wvould be occupied to ad-
vantage, and would result in life-loiig benefit
to the mind of any anc diligent enough ta
pursue the cc<drse.

he records entitled " That Room-n'ate
of mine," we generally peruse with interest,
but recentiy the authar's interest seemed ta
have flagged, of late he has produced zîotlî-
ing equal ta the chapter in anc of the back
numbers, descriptive of a miock examinatian
carried on by "«that roomii-mate."

WE would like ta remind aur subscribers
wha have not as yet favored aur financial
editor with their subscription, that aur terms
are d'payable in advance," but that ail de-
linquents' wili be forgiven if prompt in res-
pouding ta this reminder.

THE IRISH TENANT QUESTION.

THF-much deba[ed question of the agri-
cultural and commercial depression in Ire-
land bas forced itself, by its urgent ne cessi fy,
upon the attention of the world. The cries
.of distress from poverty-stricken homes and
ruined land-owners have reaclied us fr-om
over the -waters, appealing strangly ta aur
sympathies for aid.

Those who raise abjections ta the pro-
posed refarms, as ta the disposition and
rentai of property, are men who own nearly
ail the land. Their aim is ta keep the
greater bulk of it under their own contrai.
They therefore exact heavy rents and give
short !cases ta tlieir tenants, and, as the dis-
posai of the land is often left in the hands of
land agents, the tenants suifer rnuch fram
injustice.

They say-if the land owners w'iil nat seil
their land, ]et themi at ieast grant us the
priviiege of leasing it, at moderate terms, for
a reasonable number af years, sa thiat Nve

may feel, in expending aur labor and mecans
uponi its cultivation, -wc shahl not be pauring
al aur gains into coifers already full ta aver-
flowing: and w~len, pcriaps, we have got
the land into good condition by persistent
tiiling andi fertilizing and just as we are bc-
ginning ta hope far success, the aw'nier (lies,
andî the propertv passes ta the nearest hieir,
wh'o re-lets it at advanced rates. As long as
this state of affairs continues, so long will
the peasantry be in a chiranic state af pen ury
.and starvation, axid the farmners engaged in
anc incessant struggle for bread.

It has been argued that intemperance,
ratiier than the unjust mecasures of those wiho
have contrai af the land laws, is ane of the
sources af the great poverty in Ireland.
Wliile it is ta be regYretted thiat it does its
share in adding ta tiie distress, stili this of
itself wvou1d nat be sufficient ta accaunt for
the greac depression iii farming-and tr:tde.
The lawer classes in bathi Great Britain and
Ireland are confessedly shiftless, but in ad-
dition ta this Catholicism biolds sucb a
mighty sway over the people, that they are
littie better thian slaves under the influence
of a rnighty priesthaod, enchained by ignor-
ance *and superstition. Until these shackles
are broken Ireland can liardly be said ta be
free. The people, with ail their faults, are
naturally indusLriaus and persevering, but in
spite of their efforts the crops of hast year
were a failure, o\- .i ta the beavy and long
continued rains w'itn wvhich the country was
visited. This, in canjunction with the other
difficulties and discouragements, seemns ta
hiave capped the climax and broughit upon
them [bis present financial deprcssion.

Again, they complain that the rents are
highl, and [bat they cannot campete wvith the
foreigni market in selling their grain. In this
new, free country wvhere ialor is cheap and
land inay be liad for the trouble of clearingb
it, where the climi-ate is mild and the tem-
perature even, ail kinds of grain înay be
easily cultivated. The grain merchants of
Canada find that thbey %an export their
produce ta the British market and compete
fairly vith the inerchants there, and at the
sanie tinie miake a large profit, wiuile the
British merchant, ta campete favorably with
the foreign exportations with wvhichi the mar'-
ket is crowvded, must seli at a figure so lowv
that lie not anly ma..2s no profit but is rather
the laser in the transaction.


