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Literary and Scientific,
IS LIFE WORTH LIVING?

Mignet the histovinn und snge was once asked,
tdo you think that life is worth living?’ e
must have Deen then not less than eighyt-thee
Years old and had bad an unnsually wide expe-
vicuce of life.  His answer was ns follows: ¢ I was
not born to fortine, and have never been rich o
Yet, if | had the option of taking a fresh start in |
fife vn the conditions under which T set ow 11
should not hesitate to accept the offer. T feel like !
4 person who has witnessed 2 great drama which |
is drawing to its close, und who has done his best |
to understand it. I have not had a boxsticket of !
my own, but I was abie to enter the best boxes, |
which between theacts isan advantage, Human '
vxistence is.full of interest to me stll, It great-]
1y depends upon courselves whether we go through |
it in a matter to be stisfied with or otherwise
T'he German pessimist say, the mistake of nature
lies in a universal effort to arive at consciousness
1 don’t see the harm of that state.  The mischief
fies in trying to remain in the nursery of scusution
‘when we should be putting away childish things.
If I had to choose the conditions under which T

was to begin life again, I shonld say, with asound },

mind inw healthy state, in 2 temperate climete,

and in an intelligent family fhat was not rich.

Absolute poverty is bad. But scanty means arve
more conducive to happiness in youth than wealth
They help precisely to force us vut of the nursery
1 have spoken of, and to murke us go to school
where out best faculties are brought to piay.
I'hiere is constant degencration in very rich and
royal fumilies—or, indeed, in all families who cat
und drink too much and have more iheu their
share of material enjoyment,

RETREAT OF MaTBRIAUISM~=~ID 0 recent number
uf «The Week” we find thisy « It has been
vecently remarked that ¢ Materinlism is now in
tnll rewreaty that the aggressive position taken
up by it of late years, and the strength ft
has given to the opponents of Christianity in
formulating zssaults upon the beliefs and friths
of the past, are weakening, and correspondingly,
that theistic literature is taking heart of grace
and coming more boldly to the front. No
more encouraging evidence of this fact s to
be seen than in the publication of such books as
Paul Janet’s < Final Cruses,” Prof. Flint's treatises
on ¢Theism,” and Mr. Henry Drummond’s * Nataral
Law in the Spiritual World' The latter work
met with retnarkable favour, seven cditions being
wnecessively called for by those who desire to see

the tables turncd on agnostic science”’

Iy tng Opntuny Macazisg for July, John Vaunee

Cheney gives this:
YATE.

A sunbeam kissed aviver-ripple,==t¢ Nuy

Nuaught shall dissever thee and mel ™
In night’s wide durkness passed the beam nway.

The ripple-mingled with the sen.

Ix $r. Nictwras for July, Mary Lamb contei-
butes the follewing

A GOOD DRUBHIST.

A My who kept o store
Once wrote upor his door?

« Oh, I can make n pill
That shall ease eviry ill !
1 keep herc a plaster,
T'o prevent dizasters
Also some good oiatment,
o soothe disappointment,”

When customers applied,

These words are what he vijed:?
« Now, Patience is the pill

That eases ev'ry illt

Lake-care is a plaster,

Which prevents disustery

Good-humor an ointment,

Soothing-disappeintment.”

e

SrEsb or Itk Doars —With n twenty iile per
hour breeze ice bosts have run, on fine ice, at the
rate of 70 miles an hour. If you squeeze a suitable
wedge between thumb and finger, you will find
the wedge to move further and faster during the
squeeze thau the fingers that impart the move-
ment.  On the same principle the ice bont, which
is the wedge, may be driven three times or more
faster than the propelling wind, when the latter
wets against the inclined #ide or sail of the boat

For cormkcrint the rancidity of butter.
The rancidity is due to butyric acid, a substance
freely soluble in water or fresh milk,  The butter
should be (horoughly washed, first with good
new wilk and then with cold spring water; ov
the butter can be melted in water, whick will
dissolve out the butyric acid, and then worked
over.

ExremMexts made with gases upon  insects
proved the Colorado bectle hardest of ail. It
took piussic acid vapor to kill it outright, and
was paralysed in itluminating gas.

Rigur Hawrr is like the thread on which we
string precious pearls—the thread is, perhaps, of
no great value, but if it be Lroken the pearls are
lost.



