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" Between 1882
had, in spite of his swollen joints, indulged

i vigorous- exercice, and had more than

once walked a distance of eighteen miles.

¢ On May 8th; 1886, I tapped ‘the right

kueejoint: uader a "carboli ic’ spray, -and
withdrew three and a half ounces of fluid.
Oue ounce 'of a solution of iodine was
then injected, into the joint, and allowed”
to escape ‘at the end of five minutes. ' The
wound was sealéd with collodion, and the
limb fifmly fixed upon a back splint.
“finid removed separatéd into two strata
‘on standing; “the upper was ‘clear, the
lower forfed a kind of loose yellow coagu-

lam. The srecific gravity of the fluid

was 1020, - It-was thick and sticky, faint-

ly alkaline, and solidified by heat, - With
acetic acid it gavea copious opalescent de-
posit.  It.was cleared by liquor potadse,
ard slightly -clouded ‘by nitric acid. It
contained § per cent. of urea.

No pain- and no rise of temperature
followed. the" Yttle operstlon After be-
coming much swollen, the joint again di-
minished iu ‘size.- ‘By May 20th’ the cir-
cumference of the knee: was 14} inches,
and by- June' 12th; 133 mche& The back
sphnt wagkepton; -/

. - On June,12th theleft kuee was tapped,
a.nd injected with iodine-iri the same man-
ner; ‘.'.ii ounces ‘of - fiuid were removed.
Nopainand noriseof temperuture followed
the operatum - The joint very soon refilled,’

_nod'attained its original di The
ﬂuld showed no &ign of ‘abatement,

" As the patient was becoming enfeebled
by long confinerment t6 bed} and as the in-

. _;ectlou -of -the’ Jolnt had’ Tailed in” both
indtances - m'eﬂ‘ectm« a cure, I resolved to

. épei and* dram ea.ch joint in turn. On
Jiine- 25th T opened the I ft knee-joint
_ frém in’froit,’ makmg an incision on either
=side of the: patella
then pnsaed tbrough :the joint undér the
patella.” ¢ “The - operation’ was_performed
. under the spray. .. "The splint was retained.
A dressmg of cnrbohaed gavze and’ iodo-’
- for was -applied. * No' disturbance and

“no'rise of vemperature followed-the opera-
tion. - The dressing was taken off ‘for the

_ first timée ‘onthe fifth day,:and the'drain-
age-tube rémoved. - “No: pus" bnd formed.»

* By July 15thithie little wo\mdﬁ were entire-

‘and 1886° the ps.lnent.

The-

~A dmumge&ube was’

Manitoba, Northwest and British Columbic Lencet.

No

ly healed, and the joint was sound.
fluid appeared in it again.

On August 6th, during my absence
from town, the rwht knee-']omt was
opened in the same way, and a drain
passed through under the patella. The
drain was removed ou the sixth day, ard
by that time, through some flaw in the
antiseptic appliances, the joint was sup-
purating. The patient’s temperature rose
for the first time since his admission.
The knee became red and greatly swollen.
Ou’ August 15th it was necessary to make
fresh incisions into the joint, and to in-
troduce two drainage-tubes. On August
23rd the patient cameagain under my care.
His temperature was now between 101°
and103°. Hehadhadrigors. Hewasvery
feeble, had Jost his appetite, and was un-
able to sleep. For nine days his average
temperature had been 102°. His tongue
was dry. His general condition had
becoms greatly changed. The whole }imb'
wae swollen, and the foot and leg were
very cedematous. The joint was the seat
of a great deal of pain. Through .four
openings drainage-tubes passed from the
joint, antl from these much pus was
issuning. Within the last day or so the’
part had been poulticed. The joint was
in a condition of acute suppuration, and
so marked a change had taken place in’
thie patient’s state that the question of
possible amputation was discussed. I
resolved ‘t6 apply continued irrigation
according to a method I had a.lready'
adopted in soine other suppurative con-’
ditions. .

The p t was “'The
limb was well secured by straps: and
buckles to a back splint with a foot-plece.;
and with large bays cut out of the'splint
on either side of the kneeregion.” The
splint pad was covered with gutta-percha’
tissue applied with chlomform The:
whole limb was then slung from" a large
cradle. The knee-joint was well washed'
out with carbolic lotion ;-the drains were
removed, and in their’ place one fenestrat-
ed tube was passed right across the joint:
under che patella, two - of: the “existing
sinuses being made use of: . One end of

&3 thetised

‘the ‘tube was connected with' an’ india-,

rubber. pipe that passed into & large. bath
ond was madetoact as a syphon, This bath;



