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came better understood, it -%vas used more carcfully, and that of late
years its use by the Iaity had given rise to încreased fatalities. The true
explanation, of course, is to be found in the fact that wvhen acetanilid
'vas a fleiv ren-edy it wvas wvidely discussed and precisely reportcd on; and
that as soon as the novelty wore off and its nature and action becamne
thoroughly known, it naturally ceased to, be the subject of frequent anid
detailed report and possibly wvas flot used to quite the sanie extent as
formerly.

And so the inatter would have rcsted but for its agitation by the
Journal of the Amnerican Medi-ral Association and its lay allies-Collier'*s
TrT'Cely and the Ladies' Homze ]ournal-during wvhich flue country wvas
scoured for evidence, genuine or spurious, to boister up their indictment
against American medical specialties, and which represent pre-cisely the
five years or so in which the bureau pretended to find an increase in the
numnber of fatalities.

Ail of which is so transparent, and its instigation by the special in-
terests of the medical ring so plain, tluat the only danger of the report lay
in the color of authority given to it by the prestige of the United States
Bureau. And ail of wvhich also is in mnarked contrast with the fair
mctbods, the unbiased data and the straightforwvard presentation wvhich
characterizes Dr. ]3oone's report.

The resuit of this orderly and competent investigation of Dr. Boone's
;.s, as we have seen, preciseiy the reverse of the anomalous and incompetent,
inquiry conc'&cted by the Department of Agriculture. Its net showing
is, as any sane man would expcct it to be, that the disasters and fatalities
froni acetanilid and the other preparations namred have been no more and
no less than tiiose from other equaiiy potent drugs ; that, as a matter of
fact, their untoward effects, as ini the case of other powerful drugs, have
been comparatively fewv; and that the beneficent effects of the coal tar
products, includirig acetanilid, have been far ini excess of their harnufulness.

It is im»iuateriaI to our criticismn whether the subject under inquiry
be acetaniiid or any other product. What the medicai and pharaceutical
professions are interested in is that investigations of drugs, by wvhomso-
ever undertaken, shaîl be fair and honest, which that of the Department
of Agriculture can not be said to bc, and wvhich that of Dr. Boone's most
assuredly is.

But without regard to, the fairness and honesty of Dr. Wiley's in-
vestigation, we are unable to flnd any warrant in law for his proceedings
in this matter. We do not understnd by what or whose authority he has
presumned to take it upon himsef to advise the medical profession and the
public in general as- to what drugs they should or should not use. Nor
are ive aware of any statue which, however liberally construed, can be
fairly said to give to the Agricultural Department the right to, print and
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