
EDITOItIAL.27

greatness to the Athenian sports or athletics. It is also true that the
Athenian and Roman athletics did flot delay by one fraction of a day the-
dowvnfall of these countries. Thiat a fewv increase temporarily their mus-
cular strength by devotion of athletics does flot provc that the student
body as a wvhole is in the least dcgree made stronger or heaithier. The
great majority arc only onlookers at these sports and athletics, and per-
formi the very humble duty of "rooting."

Whien President Lowell uttered these wvords wvas lie aw. re of the
young man 'vho met his death in a game of football wvith the Harvard
team? or had hie read the following items of the cruel and fatal injuries
of otlier young nmen at gaines of football?

"Utica, N. Y., Nov. 6.-Josepli Pickering, 17 years.old, memrber
of the Caze-Nova football eleven, sustained wvhat are believed to bc
mortal injuries in a gaine with the Colgate Academy eleven at Hamilton
this afternoon. During a scrimimage Pickering wvas buried under a
pile of struggling players and his spine subjected to tcrrific pressure,
resulting in the fracturing of a vertebra."

"Washîington, Nov. 14.-Football hias claimed another victimi ini
Archer Christian, the îS-year-old left half-back of the University of
Virginia teani, wvhose injuries iii the game with Georgetown University
yebterday afternoon %vas followed by his death at Georgetown Univer-
sity Hospital this morning. "

Or let us read the following
Walla Wal~Wash., *Nov. .25.-F1ve football players were injurcd,

twvo .jeriously, to-day iii a game between WVaslîington State College and
\'Vhitnîan College. Clarence M%,orrowv, riglit guard for WVhitman, stus-
tained tlirc brokeîî ribs, and \Villiani Clemeîîs, W\-hitman's centre, ~a
unconscious for five lîours fromn a blow on tlîe litad. He is reported 10

be in a critical condition.
MiTe would like to know if President Lowvell would ask for more

athletics of the type of the football played at tlîe preseîît day which this
year lias causcd tue deatlî of thirty young men and seriously injured
several lîundreds? XVe xvould like to kxîow if tlîis is the sort of ganct
that young men aiming to be the leaders of public opinion, and tlîat pro-
fessors anîd presidents of universities should encourage?

Already Palmier E. Pierce, President of the Inter-Collegiate Athletic
Association of tlîe United States, lias called a liaIt, and lias raised his
voice iii favor of preventing "degrading a once noble sport to tlîe plane
of a brutail gladiatorial conitcst."

We have already said thiat we have no word to say against healthy,
manly sports. Wlîat we do declaini against is a sort of sport thiat im-
perils life and linib to such an extent as nmodern football does. At the
Belfast mceting of thc British Medical Association there were a num-
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