
CANADIAN PRACTITIONER.

TREATMENT OF RDEMA 0F THE derii injections. Formerly sulpharic ether
LUNGS. was usually rcsorted to for this purpose, and it

Clinicis stil much used, but I recommend to you as
Clina b Pro. IOTHNGEL Viena.much botter, injections of camphior. Ynu can

Edema of the lungs is a condition which also, as is sometires done, combine camphor
always presents the greatest danger. In very with ether, although I do not consider this
many cases does it lead directly and immediate- very acvantageous. There are cases in which
ly to a fatal termination; in others, the condi- one must give several injections, 2-4-5
tion persists for a longer time, the ædema pur- quiclly .fter one another, because a single one
suing rather a chronie course, and the patient does Dot suffice. Gare should be taken lest, in
lying in agony for days. A varied course of treat- the use of ether for its prirary exciting action,
ment must naturally be pursued. The nhost you produce a stupefying and paralysing effeot
severe cases are those in which the œdema de- which comes from large doses. I ara in the
pends in part on an increased aptitude of the habit of using, in ny experinents on the lower
lung-parenchyma to transudation-in part also animais, subeutaneous injections of ether in
on weakness of the left ventricle, Formerly in order to narcotize them. imake in rabbits
these cases venesection was performed; to day, 3-6 injections beneath the skin, and they ho-
however, this is not done. In the first plpce, core thereby as coinpletely narcotized as if the
it is our duty to strengthen the heart. This is ether lad been inspired. An analogou re-
accomplished by remedies which are given in- suit must aise occur in the case of man, in
ternally, when indeed the patient is conscious whom the stupef-ving efects must also certainly
and can swallow, and for that purpose we give appear. Therefore, I prefcr for stimulation,
those stimulants which ct most rapidly, viz., subcutaneeous injections of camphor dissolved
the champagne' wines. Champagne has the in oil of sweet alrnonds or in olive oil. The
reputation of be-Irg the strongest excitant solution according to the Gerilan and Austrian
among the win os; this is, however, not exactly pharnacopcias is, one part campbor to nine
correct: it is not the stroigest, btw the most parts fat oue, and sold in the apothecarys under
rapid and surest in effec- 1't bas been thought the narne of can porated o, ad of this you
that in champagne the actions of the alcohol and bave one centigramme of camphor in ac
of the carbonic qcid are united. They are Pravaz syringeful. Our objeca is further to
not united, however, but rather thd actioù of limit the transudations of fluid from the vessels
one supports that of the other in this way, that into the lun tissue and bronchi. With this
the alcohol is more rapidly absorbed. Quinyke object ipecacuanha, bezoic acid, and otlier mecd-
years ago made experiments in reference ta icines inve been recommended, but n know of
this, and provd that when alcohol and carbonic on] nie treatment for these cases, and of whichn
acid are i'ntroduced together into tIto c rde was the author. I amn not aware that
the alcohol is thereby mure quickly absorbed, 1this treatment is rnuch practised. 1 have, how-
and tbus is explained the rapid, exciting prop- ever, published it for years under the authorship
erties of champagnec Stronger stimulation is of Traube, and ave used it in a whole series of
produced by the heavier wines, which contain cases with good resudts. I can recommend
more alcohol; but, although champagne contains this treatment ta you as the best after the
much less alcohol than our heavier wines, such stimulants, lit consists in the administration
as ilungarian, Burgundy, etc., its effeet is to the patient of large does of acetate of Iead in
much quioker, and therefore in cases of oderna powder, five centigrammes fvery - hour,
it s tould be given. Secndly, we give strong until four or sin doses have been divenWhe
black coffee vwith, as a rule, the addition of lhe symptoms are abated, we gîve it every hour
brandy, rum, or arrak, or we may give inter- or two hours, according as t is required. You
naily a feswdreps of sulphuric ether. la tany are aware that acotate of lead causes contrac-
cases the patients cannot swallow, and thn wo tion of the bloed-vessels. A second mode of
must try to keep up the heart-power by hypo- treatment, which make use of next to the ad-
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