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TO THE EDITORS OF TUE MIONTXIAL MEDICAL GAZETTE.

GExrtEm:x.-Observing a statenent, contained in an arti le on the

subjectof" ThePneuonia of newborn cliildren,"in theAprilnumberof

the Montreal Medical Gazette, Tiz. that "the imortality in Montreal is

absolutely twice and a quartergreater than that of London,"Ian induced

to ol'er some1brief observations on the subjeet ; as the ideas I entertain on

this matter, are by no means in correspondence with the above startling

assertion. I perfectly coincide with the remark, as to the difficulty,
(and I will add inzpossibility) of obtain:ng accurate niedical statisties

in civil life; when we can scarcely expect to obtain any information,
beyond the imere record of births and deaths; and a vague, total

amount of the population, derived, perhaps, fron a census made long

previouslv. You are well aivare, thatbesides this, there is much required

to be known, that is utterly lopeless to look for; to enable us to
estimnate thec salubrity or peculiarities of climnate, and fthe nature of the

disease, which lias occasioned the mortality. With the Military it is

quite otherwise; every facility exists of obtaininîg the ncccssary data;

and the iost rigid attention to every point connected therewitlh, is

required of the Arniy Medical Olieers; which renders all autiority

emantating froni this source, of the highest value. Being in possession

of a series of reports on the present subject, througi the kindness of
an old and valued friend, I shall make a fcw remarks on
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