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7. While accepting the usual explanation of the mechanics of many
cases of lateral curvature of the spine, GALLOwAT is convincCd that the
primary mechanical fault in certain cases is one which has reccived
scant atter.tion in orthopSdic literature. Several standard works on
orthopdic surgery refer to deformity of the pelvis in connection with
the subject of lateral curvature, but the authors regards the pelvie dis-
tortion as secondary to and consequent upon the spinal deformity. In
the writer's mind it is much more reasonable to look for the primary
fault in the foundation than in the superstructure. That it is unrea-
sonable to suppose that a solid and relatively fixed foundation like the
pelvis should fall prey to any distorting influence that could be exerted
by such an unstable, jointed superstructure as the spine; while on the
other hand, the inherent adjustibility of such a superstructure must
cause it to accommodate itself to a tilted foundation. Another point in
connection with this subject is that most cases of lateral curvature

present deformity in both dorsal and lumbar regions, but it has always
been a disputed point, which should be regarded as the primary, and
which the sècondary civature If it he 'admittedtlèit the pèlvie
deformity, is the initial medh a icI'aufat in ertaii cases, then 'in this
class at least'the lumbar curve is primary.
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