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THE .ALTH1 >1. I i\.A LPIHIA

ln a recent insue we drew the att-ntioin of our raidr, i sonie

lts fh b were , IIIcted iIn Phii ieluipii, beriii flic h healh

of that c'tv, and ne then shwed liy romarative statements thit
there had been a de' iee.d increase in typhoidi, whirh i, now lie-
ieved t le laigely iniluenired, if not actually produared, lby
îm;erfe, t sewerage or pollitred water. The eIaîetirn i-s one which
as not imtere.atmg t) New Yorkers alone, but te the wholec oeuntry,
and we fult gr.itifia. d in being aie to make rertain to-lerably defa-
nite statement-. ir regard to, the artual facs in the m.

To mîany personas it niay have appeared that in so' doing we
failed to show ail the facts, for it . well known that a great deal
of sickness, especially of a diarrhoeal nature, has attacked persons
after they visited the Centennial Exhibition. iumors have aso
been pbrevalent to the effect that many have died of typhoid after
their return. Aliîost every physician in the rointry lias cog-
nizance of onte or more such eses.

Probably the reports about them bave been nuch exaggerated,
but at the same time there s doubtless sonie truth in the mtiatter.

In tne article referred to we showed that both the sewerage is
bad and the water is more or less polluted, and that at one time
it contamned a pretty large aiount of senge. We are not pre-
pared to say now, any more than then, that these unhygienic
conditions were related to typhoid as cause to effect, because it
may still appear that the iaacrease lias been as great in other
localities-in fact, that we have been suffering froni a general
epidemic of the disease all over the country.

The benefit of this possibility we are willing to give to our
Philadelpia friends ; but we are rather surprised to find it stated
by our contemporary, the Piladelphia Medical Times, that the
Quaker city, " this summer, bas been extraordinarily healthy, and
that the water supply and the general hygienic arrangements have
stood the very severe test so well as to reflect credit upon the city
authorities and to demonstrate the great value of the homestead
method of living practised in this city."


