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The following remnarks are. initendd as
an earnest remion.strance agnin, h

practice of extracting teetlh for the miere
relief fron pain, a Ipractice which those
country surgeons whigo are, by reason of
distance froni special dental aid, coim.
peled to pxay attention to the teeth of
their patients .eei to think is the onlv
possible formi of treatnenut. and there-
fore perfectly justitiable. I an aLware
that many' wlo call themîselves dentists
are guiltv of a still more extravagant
waste of humani teeth ; often, I fear,
prompted by a notive of self-interest,
which ought to be a suiicient rea.soni for
striking their naines off the register: but,
while an appeal to) these men-if, indeed.
any appeal would influence them-.would
be more in place in the pages of the dental
journals, those special journals do not. as
a rule. come into the hand< of general
practitioners of medicine and surgery, and
no country surgeon can do without his
Lan.ceL I constantly hear cases like
this.: "I got toothache while I was stay-
ing at sucli and such a place, and, a.s
there was no dentist near. I went t4# the
doctor, and lie took the tooth (tut." There
is never any mention of an effort to save
the tooth. and in these days, wlenî surgerT
is niaking such rapid advancement in
every direction. it is tim2 that such em-
pircism should cone to an end. I doubt
if there is any other organ possessing a
tithe of the functional importance to the
maintenance of hunan health and
strength that rightfully belongs to a
grinding tootb whieh would not receive
far more consideration if it were a source
of pain than any surgeon ever thinks of
g.ving to a tooth.

Whei a tooth aches, the first suggestion
is to have it out. But I do not hesitate
to say, after many years of experience,
that it is never, necessary to extract a
tooth menely for the relief of pain. That
there may be, and are, many other reasons
of sufficient importance to justify extrac.

tion I of co urse whniit, and these sihloul!
have proper consideration ini ca f f
tooetiaclis-: but what I linean tob 4y is
aninply this . there irt tvo forns tif paili
arising fro teeth, w hich will iicilude ait
least 90 pe'r cent. tof aIl t lie case-S that will
comle to a dentist in gootl plitice: we
will calil tlt.e priîinary and scondary
toothache. and i contend that in neither
of these is extraction ever the renedy to
bie chomen wvithout, careful deIlberation.

Primiiarv tuothache is congetion of the
tooth Ipultp : the unvielding valls of the
pulp cavitv penmittinîg ioi expansion, there
is intense presure t'i the ierv- tissu
and consequent pain, which tinally termi-
iates by strangulatioi tif the pulp. This
is true tiithache, arising in the tooth, but
it mav be felt in the terminals of anv of
the branches of the fifth nerve on the

rresponding side of the face. and is
rarelv felt in the tooth wliere it originates,
unless there is suppurntion in the pulp, in
whicli case the perident l nenibrane will
i affeted. I.t will be obvious that umanyv

cases of so calesIL neuraigiL in] the face
are siniply tocthaclie, and a careful searclh
will generallv reveal the offender, but
theire will be no occasion. for extrac-
tii -n. Careful excavation, sullicient to
allow an escape of hksod fnnîm the pulp.
will at once relieve the pain. and an arsen-
ical dressing u ill devitalize the pulp, and
tiere need not I anything like the pain
of extraction. To complete the ope-ation,
the pulp mîust he renoved froi the root
canals. and tliese filled to the apex; but
this % ill call for special skill, and nio hari
will be dore if there slould be three or
four weeks oif delav. Nothing iii a den-
tist's experience is ii e nelanclioly tian
to look into a mouth and to see six or
eight detached grinding teeth mitlhout an
antagonising tooth in the opposite jaw.

The secondary form of toothache is
usually admitted by the sutl'erer to be
toothache, because the pain appears ta be
intensified by occlusion with an opposite
tooth and by pressure of any kind. Iii
reality the pain is caused by gangrene of
the pulp, and I am quite aware that this
is considered so serious a matter that
most surgeons would order immediate ex,
traction, but it isnot at all a necessity.. It
is a matter of every day practice witli


