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etteth'o crust, must, to a great extent, ignoré all p-.cuiiceived opinions,
and exert its hcatiest powers to collect, verify and rigister facts.
Whether tiiese facts, wlhen astertaitied, may tend to support or to
weakeii opinions and ideas-dear as life itseif, possibly-to the heart
of t;he investigAtor, is a matter which should be absent fromn his
thouglits, as a daiigerous enemn to the rigid ixrpartiality with svhich
lis labors ouglit to be conducted.

It is of surpassiug importance to us ail, that Truth in ail its purity
should be unfolded to us ; it is therefore of as pararnount importance
that those to whom we look for the precieus revelation, shouid pursue
their enquiries w'ithi a perfectly free glance-and withi a judicial impar.
tiality-unstained by the secret desîre to find evidence to support a
forgone conclIusioni.

Now, titis principle is at the root of ail scientifle investigation, and
aise underlies muchi of the distrust that attends it. If we know that
one man bas strong opinions in favour of the Mosnie Cosmogony, and
ariother is decidedly committed against it, we kinotv enougli of human
nature to suspect the deductions whieh each may drawv from, lis
resèarches iute a subjeet that as yet lias hnrdiy taken its place among
ithe exacter Sciences. If we caîi find one whom we kçnow to have
-stà,rted on his enquiry determined to sec and register every phienomenon
-- oue whorn we cau trust as.not wilfuUly closing his eycs to appear-
-ances at least as strîking as others that lie records, lest they shouldl
ibear against some previeus theory or dognun, this nman xvili be honourcd
1by t.he earnest. attention of every soiund mind, and his report trusted
zas; with whatever imperfections, containing the honest rezord1 of thiugs
-ashle saw them.

Wc all kiaow of the means pursued to get up evidence iu support
(of part* .iar theories. The histery of Parliamentary <r'Biue ]3ooks "
îiùýtrates the practice. We have heard toe often how such thingS
are xnanaged. A committee sits to takze evidence on some subjeet of
projected reform-sanitary, social or fluancial. It is truc that. ail are
inýited to beau' testimrnoy, but practicaliy the getting up of evidence
is in- the hands of a few, and those few almost alhvays the persons
môést thoroughly cornmitted te some particular specifle for the evil
souglit to be remedied. We hear of cases where the determined
théorist cornes te enquire of mca as to their kuoiedge of facts or-
conclusions frorn observation or experience. The witness whose

,cDpiiiong favorcd thiat; of the applirant is carried off to testify ; lie who


